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In order to produce a TIPS issue, we need a relatively uninterrupted block of time, and these
have been hard to come by, so we are late again. Also, because of the relatively small
subscribership, we cannot afford to put out anything but multiple issues, because this saves greatly
on postage and handling.
TIPS is not very popular, many people find it difficult to plow through a multiple issue, and
one of these days-and possibly soon-the question may arise whether it is a viable enterprise,
considering how much time it takes. Therefore, it is very urgent that anybody who values TIPS
recruits subscriptions to it. Many people are in a position where they could get an organization to
subscribe, and not only an individual.
The French essayist Charles Peguy once said that a journal of reviews only continues to have
life if each issue annoys at least one-fifth of its readers-but that justice lies in seeing to it that it is
not always the same fifth.
Since this issue includes December, we will cover our usual topics for that issue.
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The state of the family is an indicator of the state of society, in that the family is the
fundamental building-block of society. If the family is in a state of collapse, so will be society, and
a collapsing society will generate ever more disfunctional, incompetent, and needy people--and yet
fewer competent, functional people willing and able to provide the needed help.
Today in our society, the institution of the family is under severe attack from several quarters,
including both from within and without, as the items below show. People seem to be forgetting that
according to certain traditions, one of the potentially greatest threats to societal order is the sexual
rapaciousness of the human male, which is why some kind of containment and bridling of this urge
is of extreme importance to social stability. Traditionally, marriage had been seen as the primary
instrument of that necessary discipline.
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Heterosexual Sex Outside Marria2e
*It is almost unimaginable that more than 20% of adult Americans have genital herpes for the
rest of their lives, and the number is predicted to go up to 29 % among younger adults-all the result
of wanton and promiscuous sex. These people will never again be able to have uninhibited and
natural sex with a spouse (SfS, 28/4/03). Unless they marry someone with the same problem, it
means that more than Ih the married population would fall into this category.
*Cohabitation increased 72% in the US between 1990-2000 alone. Further, if cohabiting
couples actually marry, they have much higher divorce rates than other couples (NCR, 23/3/03).
*Many couples no longer marry, but merely live together. The latest development is that
these couples are being advised to draw up a pre-shacking agreement, comparable to a "prenuptial
agreement," so as to anticipate the "worst-case scenario," and clarify who owes whom what, and how
to divide assets upon breaking up.
*This is very bad: more and more members of the US military are single parents. During
the first Gulf War, 48,000 such served there, and in the second one, a staggering 90,000 did (5£5,
24/3/03).
Findin~ a Mate
*According to one columnist, an increasing number of men whose economic fortunes have
taken a down-turn with the recent reverses in the financial market have begun to prowl society parties
and similar occasions looking for marriageable women with fortunes. These fortune-hunters even
share tips about women with each other, such as how much money the women have. Some of these
fortune-hunters will not even shy away from targeting already married wealthy women, trying to take
them away from their husbands. In this quest, these men are quite willing to overlook the woman's
appearance, and will put up with unenhanced breasts, etc. These men have been called "escort
husbands," in contrast to the previous generation of hunters of "trophy wives" (SfS, 9 Feb. 03).
*It is alarming to learn that on some matchmaking websites, ex-girlfriends and ex-wives
(called in the trade "acquisition advisors") sometimes recommend their former men. We suspect that
there might often be quite a bit of malice behind this, pushing off what they believe are cads on some
naive other women (S£S., 12 Feb. 03).
Marria~e is Forever--Sort of

*When a bride and groom stand before their friends and relatives and pledge, with all their
hearts, that they will love each other forever, what do other parties say to them?
The legal profession says, "Fine and nice, but if you're talking about a legal bond I'd have
to inform you that in America either party can break the marriage contract for any reason or no
reason. "
The psychological establishment says, "Well, if it works out, this marriage will be a benefit
to the man and, at best, a mixed bag for the woman. If it doesn't, which is increasingly likely, then
maybe these words, said so happily now, will just cause ugly wounds later. "
Many religious bodies say, "What you are doing is important and significant-but your pledge,
alas, needs some qualifications. Be assured that divorce and remarriage are perfectly fine under
several conditions" (adapted from HCR, 22/7/01).
No wonder that people are confused, and so many marriages fall apart.
*In order to get an accurate picture of how many marriages end in divorce, one must look at
first-time marriages rather than all marriages, because quite obviously, time itself limits the amount
of divorce that can take place in second and third marriages contracted late in life. Divorce of firsttime marriage is rarely reported as such, but it and permanent separation combined are said to hover
around two-thirds of marriages in the US, which is absolutely phenomenal. Unfortunately, it is
precisely first-time marriages that are most likely to result in children, who are therefore then
subjected to the consequences of marital break-up.
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*Newsweek (30/6/03) ran a cover story on there being ever more marriages with ever less
sex. Despite the PC veneer, the story that kept coming out over and over was that busy wives were
building up resentment about husbands not carrying 50% or more of the housekeeping and childrearing tasks, and this killed off their sex life. What a paradox: ever more sex outside of marriage,
and ever less inside it.
*As of 2003, fully 25 % of all meals eaten by Americans are either consumed in restaurants
or bought ready-cooked and eaten at home (Time, 6 Oct. 03).
*Almost a third of all households in the Bronx are run by single mothers (SPS, 11 Jan. 04).
The Self-Centered Mind-Set in Modernistic Marriage
*Someone has characterized the modem marriages of self-centered modernists as "a
juxtaposition of solitudes" (NCR, 8 June 03).
*In 5/03, yet another woman married herself, this time in the Netherlands, at age 30. Her
wedding gown was studded with 200 latex copies of her own nipples, and she vowed before a civic
registrar to love, respect, honor and obey herself, which she said was "logical in a me society" (FT,
6/03). We hope that all people who approve of homosexual marriages will approve of this one as
well.
*The interesting thing is that at one time, everybody knew that most women were unable to
have babies once they reached their late 30s. But this knowledge very rapidly got lost to modernistic
women who thought that some kind of technology would give them an entitlement to be reproductive
right into their 50s (CBS "60 Minutes," 17/8/03).
*Between 1990-98, the number of baby deliveries with induced labor more than doubled,
reaching 113 of all deliveries. Mostly this is done so women can plan their lives, or for the
convenience of the physician or the family (.s..fS, 10 March 03).
*Divorcing couples sometimes spend vast amounts of each other's assets in acrimonious
lawyering about who gets what, but now there is a new profession that tries to help separating
couples to resolve the issues amicably and at much, much less expense (Newsweek, 11 Dec. 00).
However, some of the protagonists are so mad that they would rather have conflict than money, and
pursue whatever aggravates their spouse the most.
Marriage/Family & Money
*A 2003 book, entitled The Two Income Trap, has drawn quite a bit of attention in pointing
out with facts and figures the fallacious idea that many families "need" to have both spouses
employed in order to make ends meet. First of all, 2 wage-earners do not necessarily double the
income, and they are apt to have even less discretionary income because of the expenses associated
with two working parents in a family. Also, one of the things that two-earner families tend to do
is to overextend themselves through the kinds of houses that they buy. The 400 % rise in family
bankruptcies over the last 25 years may have nothing to do with these facts, and yet it might. What
is interesting is that many of these bankruptcies have occurred in families headed by college-educated
professionals, and the steady rise in these bankruptcies may continue for years.
*Financial experts have also decided that unless a second income in a family is more than
$30,000 per year, it does not pay for both parents to be working if there are children in the home
(SN, 8 July 03).
*A University of Michigan woman anthropologist reported research that when married couples
have their second child, the mothers' full-time participation in the labor force drops off dramatically,
and couples frequently revert to traditional gender roles, all of which was of course interpreted to be
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very bad, including in Newsweek coverage (27/11/00) that was entitled, "When Two Plus Two is
Too Much."
The Issue of Legalizing Some Form of Union Between Homosexuals
Calling an arrangement by and before the law a "marriage" does not necessarily make it so,
just like it is a travesty to say that people who have contracted legal marriages followed by divorces
twenty times in a row are "married" if they do it the 21st time. True marriage is outside and above
the law.
The issue of "marriage" between homosexuals seems to have replaced even the abortion issue
in terms of intensity of feelings and pressures. It may even become more divisive than abortion, and
may almost have become the No.1 test of "tolerance." People are now under so much peer pressure,
and so afraid of censure, that they will no longer speak against it even if they do not believe in it.
There can be all sorts of liaisons, and even long-term ones, between homosexuals, but there
can be no such thing as marriage between homosexuals. Even people who are opposed to the idea,
but use the term "homosexual marriage," may not realize that they have already ceded important
points to the other side. What is actually being sought is legal recognition (and sometimes church
recognition) that two people of the same sex may call themselves married, and must be treated by
other parties as if they were husband and wife, and must have almost the same rights as husbands and
wives have.
As with many, many other important issues, it is the courts rather than the voters who are
dictating this development in a process that has been called "judicial usurpation."
*However , people were surprised to learn that by 2003, only a very slight majority of
Americans were opposed to so-called homosexual marriage, and that vice versa, a minority close to
half are all in favor of it. The question has therefore been raised how this dramatic change in public
opinion could have come about. One hypothesis has it that the advent of the birth control pill in the
1960s, building on earlier increasing support for contraception by the Protestant churches, almost
totally broke the link in people's minds and lives between sex and procreation, so that marriage was
no longer seen as necessarily having anything to do with having children. Contraceptive use became
as common and unquestioned as having, and turning on, the television. Only then, this hypothesis
says, was it possible for people to think of such a thing as a homosexual "marriage" in which it was
totally impossible for the two partners to beget children together.
One further reason why this development has garnered such rapid massive support in the
population is that modernists can first of all see no harm in "homosexual marriage," and secondly,
being of a segmenting mentality, they cannot see any connections between this issue and others.
Also, more and more people seem to have come to the conclusion that "the family has been
taken away from us," and seem to accept this as no longer a battle to be fought, but as an
accomplished fact to be reconciled to.
*One writer claimed that what homosexuals want goes vastly beyond medical coverage, social
security benefits, and other amenities that are sometimes granted by civic arrangements or medical
power of attorney, and what homosexuals really seek is the special honor in which marriage used to
he held.
*One recent US Supreme Court decision said that "animus" was the only motive behind
opposition to same-sex "marriages." The Massachusetts Supreme Court said that there was "no
rational reason" not to have same-sex "marriages."
*The European parliament voted, with a quite comfortable majority, to recognize a form of
marriage between homosexuals. This is on top of the Netherlands and Belgium already having
granted similar recognition (NCR, 2 March 03)--in Belgium despite the fact that 3/4 of the population
is nominally Cathohc.
*So far, US jurisdictions that have recognized homosexual "partnerships" have referred to
them as "civil unions," but the New York City Council voted to recognize homosexual "marriages,"
as well as civil unions (NCR, 1 Sept. 02).
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*Part of reading the signs of the times is to spot hidden connections among phenomena. One
that should not be very hidden to people, but apparently is, is the fact that the legalization of
homosexual "marriage" in Canada has intimate links to the widely-prevalent political correctness in
Canada which has also produced its bizarre indiscriminate immigration policy. In other words, the
common element here is the "celebration" of diversity and multi-culturalism.
In 6/03, Canada was thrown into a unanimous tizzy by a ruling of the three-man Ontario
Court of Appeal that changed the definition of marriage from a "union of one man and one woman"
to a "union of two persons," and mandated the government to acknowledge this change immediately.
One interpretation was that this development amounted to "equal treatment under the law." On that
very same day, homosexuals began to rush to get their marriage licenses. The court also commanded
the federal government to immediately change its laws, declaring the old ones to be unconstitutional.
The old laws were said to be an offense against the dignity of persons, to constitute "exclusion," etc.
Many of the pundits said that the courts were "forced" to render this decision because of the
inexcusable slowness of the federal government in coming to the same conclusion. The federal
government was said to have abdicated its own moral authority.
One Parliamentarian said that "we apparently have judge-made law in this country and we are
just here for decoration." Some of them called the ruling a contempt of Parliament, and
constitutionally illegitimate.
This development is only the latest in a long string of judicial usurpations of government in
Canada, finding in a law meanings which the constitution framers never intended, or had sometimes
even explicitly rejected.
One might have expected some dissidents to conclude that if this is what the new Canadian
constitution is like, then it is a failure, and a new constitution needs to be written or provinces should
start seceding. Instead, the only outcry was about the judicial usurpation of the role and function of
Parliament, and not one single critic that we encountered had anything to say whether the ruling was
in accord with, or in violation of, the opinion of the Canadian people. Thus, a lot of people were
outraged by this judicial diktatur and end-run around elected parliamentarians even when they agreed
with the decision, as all of the ones we saw did.
The American media were elated by the Canadian development, and began to intensely milk
it, relentlessly running follow-up items on it, and trumpeting that the US had "fallen behind" Canada.
*The fact that in Canada, another Ontario court declared the federal marijuana prohibition law
unconstitutional, and thereby legalized dangerous and addictive street drugs or so-called entry drugs,
at the same time that homosexual "marriages" were legalized, is certainly also not coincidental,
considering that illegal drug use and drug addiction is relatively high in the homosexual population.
*In 9/02, the New York Times began to print "same-sex commitment ceremony"
announcements in its wedding announcement section. However, we suspect that it will still be a few
years before the newspaper will carry human-animal wedding announcements.
*Copulation complications are becoming overwhelming. Rocker Melissa Etheridge announced
that she had "married" her companion of two years, actress Tammy Lynn Michaels, in a "first
wedding for both," even though Etheridge had had a son and a daughter with a Julie Cypher,
begotten by Cypher from musician David Crosby by sperm donation. The TIPS editor has never
heard of any of these characters but is afraid that this is not a hoax or a joke (SPS, 17/4/03).
*More than 10,000 people streamed to Vermont to enter into same-sex civil unions in the 2
years after they became legal there in 2001 (NCR, 22112/02). However, the very frrst legally
recognized such partnership contracted in Vermont ended in a "civil union divorce, n the first of its
kind, only about a year later, as did 9 other of these unions, but it turned out to be much more
difficult to dissolve this kind of union than an ordinary marriage.
*Enthused by the prospects of dealing a death blow to traditional marriage and families, and
to Christianity as well, some Unitarian ministers and churches in the US have announced that they
will no longer marry anyone until homosexuals can marry. Just as well.
There is also a movement within the Unitarian church to legitimize "polyamory" which has
been defined as "responsible non-monogamy." Obviously, among other things, this would lead to
arrangements such as three or more homosexuals of the same sex "getting married," a person of one
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However, one of the polyamory advocates allowed that "polyamory is not the only true way or a
panacea for relationship problems" (Worcester Tele~am & Gazette, 4 July 03).
*While elsewhere, it is becoming increasingly legal for homosexuals to "marry" each other,
the State of Utah has begun to arrest (heterosexual) people for marrying first cousins (s£s., 2717/03).
*In 1998, the Salvation Army in San Francisco stood on principle and refused to comply with
the city's so-called domestic partnership law, which lost it $3.5 million in city contracts. However,
3 years later, the Salvation Army nationwide buckled under and agreed to extend same-sex domestic
partner beneftts to its homosexual employees in order not to lose certain subsidies (NCR, 18/11/01).
Children
When the family, and society as a whole, are not in good shape, then things will go very ill
for children. The news about and for children continues to be very bad, though the harmful
developments may occur so gradually and incrementally that people become accustomed to them, and
then no longer see them as bad but just as "the way things are," and maybe even as the way things
have always been.
Hostility Toward Children
*Financial gurus are informing the American public that having a child is "the single best
predictor of fmancial ruin" (Time, 10/03).
*Multi-billionaire media mogul Ted Turner said that he was sorry that he had 5 children, and
wished that he had had only 2, but he never spelled out which 3 he would have done without.
*Some demographers foresee (in a few decades) Western countries in which the majority of
citizens will be over 60. Considering that we see a great many elderly people enjoying their
retirement and their pensions, how could one possibly imagine a country where almost everybody is
on some kind of a pension and hardly anybody is working anymore? Not only would there be no
people producing the wealth to pay for the pensions, but there would hardly be any commerce,
stores, transportation, etc. because there would be nobody to run these.
*The population collapse in Europe is continuing. The number of women of child-bearing
age is very small, and those who do bear children do it so sparingly that the current birth rate is only
1.5 per woman, whereas 2.1 is required to simply maintain the population level. These trends have
been going on so long now that even if women started having lots of babies, it would take
generations to make up for the shortfall. A likely scenario is that instead, the European nations will
continue to accept non-Western immigrants, many of them Muslims, until these gain the upper-hand
and then force their own customs, values, religion and laws on their host countries (NCR, 13/4/03).
In the meantime, the population is becoming top-heavy with elderly people, making the economies
increasingly unsustainable.
*Nearly half of all women in Spain now never have a child (NCR, 9 Aug. 03).
*An analyst of contemporary films made for children found that often, the children in these
movies have no parents: these are either dead or divorced, or cast in a bad light in some way (HeR,
15/9/02). This, he said, was "the family according to Hollywood." Disney ftlms were once the most
wholesome. Recently, they have increasingly promoted sex, family breakdown, and hatred of
religion, apparently all due to its modernistic CEO.
*According to some people, "a child is a really good dog substitute." But of course, it works
the other way around as well. A modernistic woman writing in Newsweek (12 Feb. 01) tells that
after her third artiftcial insemination and her third miscarriage, she walked into a pet store and bought
herself a dog with beautiful big eyes and soft ears.
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AbandonmentlNe2lect of Children by Their Parents, & Its Le~itimization by the Intelligentsia
*The research on whether it is good or bad for children to grow up with absentee parents is
totally politicized, and contradictory studies have been competing with each other for decades. Most
markedly, the liberal left that has been promoting female careerism keeps trying to prove that this
has no negative impact on children.
*The bi~ fun~us. A significant sector of American psychology has come to the conclusion
that parenting is relatively unimportant, and that parents are in fact "fungible," meaning as much as
interchangeable (C£, 2003, No.2). Among other things, this means that without much difficulty,
a mother could very well run her child through 10 men as father figures, or a father raising a child
could run the child through 10 different mother figures. Obviously, what is behind this "scientific"
theory is an ideological endorsement of single parenthood, of multiple-partner parenthood, and of
outright child abandonment. Furthermore, instead of viewing the contemporary child peer culture
as pernicious, these psychologists live in a fantasy world in believing that it will typically include a
substantial number of healthy and happy children and youths who can help to overcome the negative
effects of poor parenting of any of the other children in their group, unless they are all lower class
children who have been raised in chaotic environments.
Another way that the PC justify absentee parenthood is by claiming that mothers these days
are actually spending more time with their children than stay-at-home mothers did in the 1950s
(Time, 22/2/01). It is hard to believe that anybody would try to get away with such claims, or that
anybody else would believe them.
It struck us as an afterthought that the recent pedagogic ideologies that depreciate teaching by
teachers in the schools, and that instead exalt so-called peer learning, are perfect analogues to the
systematic withdrawal of adults from the parenting of their children. It all ends up with children
raising and educating each other, and adults doing other things that they enjoy better.
All this research is so phony. Both old and some new studies have shown how bad things
typically go for children without 2 parents. One such recent study found a mental disturbance rate
double that of other children, and this happened to be a credible lon~-term study (SfS, 24/1/03).
*One would have thought that all the new laws and provisions enabling mothers to
anonymously divest themselves of their newborn babies would be accompanied by a strong push to
have these babies adopted immediately--but no. There are some parties that who thought that it was
great progress to pass laws to the effect that abandoned babies may be adopted after six months,
whereas we think that this is much, much too late. In our opinion, babies are extremely sensitive
as to in whose care they are, and being shunted around for 6 months by the child welfare system
could do irreparable damage. Abandoned babies should be available for adoption almost
immediately, or at the very least should be given to parents who want to adopt a baby with the
understanding that the adoption will be formalized after 6 months except under the most extraordinary
circumstances.
*More and more, we are hearing stories of mothers leaving their children without care for
days and weeks in order to spend time with a new man who is not the children's father, often going
off to fancy locations (even abroad) to party. A number of such children have been found dead from
starvation. We have clippings of such events from California, Colorado, and Calgary, Alberta.
*A few decades ago, parents learned to use TV as a babysitter, but in recent years, they have
increasingly let the computer become the babysitter. Only a tiny proportion of adults will restrict the
time their children spend before the computer, and few of these parents are concerned about what the
children do with their computers during that time (Time, 8 Jan. 01).
*Of the 3-4 year-olds in the US, two-thirds now attend some form of day care (S£S, 10 Feb.
03). If only it were some kind of early childhood education, we would be sympathetic to it.
*Holiday times tend to be very rough on children of divorce, who are often shuttled from one
home to another, often even across state lines. Some children may be dropped off at 2 or more
Thanksgiving dinners in a single day. Because parents tend to postpone painful holiday negotiations
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(Newsweek, 271II 1(0).
*Many so-called deadbeat parents do not pay their child support due to the other parent. A
company called Child Support Network can be hired at a hefty fee. However, if it succeeds in
collecting, the parent may get very little of the money. There are about 40 similar businesses now,
up from hardly any a decade or so earlier. This really double-victimizes a lot of parents who are not
getting their payments because the government simply is not going after them (Time, 2 Sept. 02).
*Panter-Brick, C., & Smith, M. T. (Eds.). (2000). Abandoned children. New York:
Cambridge University Press.
The book looks at the history of child abandonment and the
contemporary issues of homelessness, adoption, divorce, the fate of children during violent upheavals,
and state management of children. The historical coverage has quite a bit of material on the history
of foundlings. Of particular value may be the chapter that deals with the heyday of false accusations,
by one or both separating parents, that the other parent is abusing their child(ren). In such disputes,
virtually everybody winds up getting hurt. The authors argue that the traditional administrative
standards of what is "in the best interests of the child" have been so abused by ideological and
political agendas as to have rendered them harmful to children.
Children Swimmin~ In, & Bein~ Junked by, Material Goods & Indul~ences
*The roughly 30 million American children between the ages of 9-13 spend about $10 billion
a year directly, and indirectly influence the purchases of about $100 billion by their families (H&C.,
7/03). One theory is that parents in essence are buying off or bribing their children so that they can
pursue their careers.
~
(14/7/03) also carried yet another article documenting how American parents are
spoiling their children by lavishing expensive clothes on them even as the parents were cutting down
on their own clothing expenditures in response to poorer economic conditions. Parents think nothing
of spending $200 on just one child's Christmas dress that can only be worn a few weeks. Critics
have said that having a child is now a bit like buying an SUV or a second home in the country.
People think nothing of spending $50 for a bathing-suit for a 2-year-old.
Parents have been lavishing so many expensive clothes on children that the clothing mail-order
firm of L. L. Bean began to put out a new L. L. Kids catalog in late 2003 for the first time.
One thing that is amazing about our affluent youths, but also the youths in the poorest
ghettoes, is how conscious they are about not only fashions but even name brands. Even adults today
may not remember that this is a very new phenomenon. A few decades ago, only a small upper layer
of society would have been familiar with the fancier fashion brands.
*In 2002, youths between ages 12-19 spent $172 billion, on top of whatever else other people
spent on them, amounting to $92 a week for a 16- or 17-year-old. An estimated 47% of these teens
had cell phones. A related phenomenon is that whereas children about 100 years ago, and until
relatively recently, often either held jobs or worked for the family household, they now have turned
from being workers to being mostly consumers; and to the degree that they do work, their income
goes mostly toward personal consumption rather than toward family income or future goals such as
an education, a dowry, a home, etc. Many TV programs aimed at teenagers reinforce all of this by
featuring affluent and very consuming families. Columnist Robert Samuelson interpreted this as
establishing an expectation of effortless wealth in the minds of today's youths (Newsweek, 10 Feb.
03).
*Advertising and retail practically fall all over themselves to attract and cater to teenagers
because these have much money to spend on themselves. And because teens tend to be fickle, and
their fashion fads change quickly, they are constantly buying new things even when what they possess
is still perfectly useful. This means virtually never-ending work for advertisers, thus contributing
mightily to the PPP economy.
*Many parents give their children carte blanche to have their own rooms decorated and
furnished, regardless of costs. One mother made a deal: her teenage daughter would get a room
decoration if she would agree to her mother's marriage to a new man CI.i~, 6 Oct. 03).
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*One development in recent years has been for parents to hire entertainment experts to come
and throw a party for their children. In part, this reflects the national withdrawal of adults from
parenting, and in part it is due to people having more money than they know what to do with
constructively. These parties can be amazingly expensive. For instance, a 15-hour sleep-over
adventure for 15 children can cost $17,500! Sometimes, parents send their children to such an event
by expensive hired limousines (AP in SHA, 31/12/(0).
Child Health & Attacks Thereon
*Child inactivity and obesity is becoming a cultural disease of modernism, and virtually
"normal." For instance, in NY City, 43 % of kindergartners are overweight, or even obese. Overall,
"adult" diabetes in children is reaching "epidemic" levels. It used to strike people in their 50s, but
now has increased tenfold in children in just 10 years, all because of too little activity, too much
food, and too many sweets. This condition is accompanied by a horrendous list of derivative
ailments, and will almost certainly create chronic health problems in these children for life (AP in
SPS, 13/4/03).
While American children across the board have been becoming increasingly obese, the highest
increases have been among the poor "black" and "Hispanic" population. In just 1996-98, the
percentage almost tripled. This is a most unusual demographic phenomenon, in that significant
changes in demographic classes usually take much longer time periods. A factor, aside from sitting
in front of TV sets and computers, is parental reliance on fast food.
With US children becoming ever more sedentary, not getting outdoors enough to absorb
vitamin D from the sun, and no longer drinking milk as formerly, more and more of them are also
vulnerable to bone fractures, especially by the teen years (AP in SfS., 2 Sept. 03).
All this is also beginning to show up in other affluent Western countries. Modernism has
mundality.
*Artificial baby-making efforts are contributing significantly to the rise of premature births,
which went up 27% between 1981-2001. In former years, a major medical goal was to reduce the
rate of prematurities. Premature babies often face a lifetime of health problems, including blindness,
chronic lung disease, cerebral palsy and mental retardation. This finding may be overshadowed or
depreciated because of the fact that many premature babies do better than had been expected
(Newsweek, 10 March 03).
*According to US federal law, the allowable level of pesticides in children's food should be
10% of what is allowed in adult food. However, the Environmental Protection Agency is ignoring
these standards and allowing much higher levels in those foods specifically targeted at children, or
disproportionately eaten by them (AP in SfS., 16/9/03).
*More and more children are being put on prescription drugs, mostly for allergies, asthma and
infections, in addition to the mind drugs, of course. The rise in allergies and asthma is of course an
environmental affliction that might have as much to do with urban children no longer being exposed
to nature early on as it does to pollution. One result is that children are spending significantly more
time medicating themselves which may contribute to them becoming navel-gazers (AP in SfS.,
19/9/02).
*Increasingly, even babies are being "diagnosed" to have hyperactivity or attention disorders
and are being put on prescription mind drugs.
*On the one hand, parents are told these days to never lay their babies down on their
stomachs, but only on their backs; but on the other hand, as a result of this, more children are now
being discovered to have a flattened back of their heads, even to the degree that they get teased by
other children or called names. In response to that, enterprising firms have begun to market and
advertise a helmet for such children to wear that will gradually reshape their skull so as to look more
normal.
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*For decades, the sex education, pro-sex, liberal, and school cultures had been preaching four
tenets of their faith: (a) there is no way to keep teens from having sex; (b) teaching virginity and
abstinence is futile and ridiculous, and must be prevented by all means; (c) education about "facts,"
and condom promotion are salvation; and (d) making abortion available, and even promoting it, was
the big back-up. All this junked more than a generation of youths. Now, even some of the above
parties have to admit that abstinence promotion works (as any rational person inclined to truth knew).
Furthermore, teenagers who start having sex have many more mental and other problems than those
who do not, and many (especially girls) regret that they got it going (NC,R, 22/6/03).
*A clever professor at MIT has designed little portable electronic devices that supposedly
simulate a person's genetic make-up, and he has high school students (including youths of the same
sex) going around "mating" with each other by holding the devices against each other and comparing
information (Tele~am & Gazette, 24/2/03; source item from Susanne Hartfiel). This sounds to us
like yet another form of incitement to promiscuity--a sort of electronic "if you show me yours, I'll
show you mine"; or like a faux "mingling of body fluids."
*More and more teenagers (some as young as 15), swimming in money despite the sluggish
economy, are going to body shops to get their bodies worked on, as with massages, eyebrow waxing,
aromatherapies, etc. This may cost up to $100 each, but this seems to make up to some degree for
parental absence and lack of bodily contact with parents. And not only that, but some teens go quite
often (AP in ££5, 3 Dec. 02).
We were somewhat taken aback to learn that girls as young as 12, mostly from affluent
families, are now getting expensive body work-overs at beauty salons, including "body exfoliation"
for $115 a clip (Newsweek, 21/7/03). Does this mean that these children are getting prepped for the
display of their intimate parts?
*We have observed that more and more adults kiss their children on the lips, and teach them
to kiss the way lovers do, which we believe is due to the sexualization of the culture by the media,
and which will confuse children as to the difference between erotic and other kinds of love.
*There is a rapid increase in adults who have responsible jobs in child formation having sex
with these children and youths; and most remarkable of all, such women doing it with boys! This
includes women teachers having sex-sand even babies-with their teenage boy pupils. One such was
a 30-year-old special education teacher in New York's Westchester County who had natural and
unnatural sex with three handicapped boys ages 14 to 16 (££5, 31/10/01). A 30-year-old woman in
Syracuse started having sex with the 16-year-old boy of a family that she had long been friendly with
(££5,6 Sept. 03). A not very bright married female special education teacher's aide in her early 20s
near Syracuse started having sex with several 14-year-old boys for 2 years, including at drunken
multi-partner orgies, and including in the homes of at least one of the boys (various 2003 clippings).
Another Syracuse-area veteran counselor at a special school, with a 24 year job tenure, aged 51, had
sex with a 16-year-old boy pupil at a drunken orgy at her house. She later wanted more, but he
refused; and then she started paying him bribes not to tell (££5, 25/1/03). A 26-year-old child care
worker at a Syracuse residential center for troubled children had an ongoing sexual relationship with
a 15-year-old boy of that center, mostly in her car (SID, 19/10/99). Four of the above vignettes
happened in just a short period in just our area. How much more there must be nation-wide!
*In the 2003 film "Birth," Nicole Kidman is featured as a woman infatuated with a 1O-yearold boy who claims to be the reincarnation of her dead husband. One would think that this sort of
thing is a subtle promotion of pedophilia.
*Brides have begun to toss their bouquets to ever younger girls-some as young as 3; and little
boys have begun to catch the bride's garter thrown out by the groom (e.g., ££5, 29/1/03). The idea
used to be that whoever got these was of marriageable age, and would wed next.
*More and more ever younger children are also being socialized into the Valentine's Day cult
(e.g., S£S, 14/2/03).
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children.
*After publishing an illustrated book entitled ~, Madonna next tried her hand in 2003 at
illustrated story books for children. Would people buy a children's book if it were well done even
though it was authored by pornography king Larry Flynt, Playboy king Hugh Hefner, or by Stalin
or Hitler?
.
Similarly, we suspect that the only reason lesbian predator Ellen Degeneres was recruited to
narrate a children's cartoon ("Finding Nemo," that then was hu~ly promoted) was in order to give
homosexuality a positive image among children.
*The former US Surgeon General, Dr. Joycelyn Elders, thought that children suffered from
inadequate skills of masturbating, and that the schools should teach them how to do it right (FT,
12/02). This was probably part of her safe-sex campaign.
*The latest (to us) scandal in the youth star culture is the elevation of a 12-year-old child to
celebrity singer stardom: a little girl from Nova Scotia who was given her own PBS (!) special
program in 12/02. This is a sophisticated form of child abuse and virtual pedophilia, but one which
the liberals apparently celebrate instead of make war against.
*In what other kind of society except a media-obsessed, youth-obsessed, and quasi-pedophilic
one would the 11th birthday of a child actress in commercials be noted in the national news? (e.g. ,
S£S, 2 Aug. 03, p. A2).
*There has been an increasing number of books promoting "inter-generational sex," which
means sex between adults and children. These books generally disdain the word "pedophile" because
it has a negative connotation. Some of the promoters of such sex have had a bit of second thoughts,
once they began to have children of their own, and were not quite sure that they wanted other adults
to have sex with~,
only presumedly with Q1bkr people's children (FT, 12/02).
*The new (200 1) uniforms of the Girl Scouts feature such short skirts that the development
of a merit badge in the Malthusian drill (Brave New World, 1946) cannot be far behind.
*According to some experts, the "American girl culture" (including for very young girls)
celebrates physical beauty, popularity and conformity at the expense of just about everything else
(Newsweek, 18111/02), and a book on this has appeared, Girl Culture.
*Really, really bad news is that teenage girls-some as young as 9--and often from middle and
upper-middle class homes, are increasingly prostituting themselves so that they have the money to
go on shopping sprees and buy fancy outfits. A 17-year-old in Minneapolis said that, "potentially
good sex is a small price to pay for the freedom to spend money on what I want." This is a striking
example of the lust for material possessions from the culture of modernism combining with its
component of hedonistic sensualism, to say nothing of self-centered individualism and here-and-nowism that is also at play here.
Much of this also has to do with the parental indifference that we have written much about.
For instance, parents will pick up their teenage daughter from a police station after she has been
arrested for prostitution, and a few days later she will be right back at the mall plying her business
once again. In fact, malls now seem to be a major venue for pimping and prostitution.
Some people, as usual, are demanding that the government (!) step in and provide some kind
of solution (e.g., Newsweek, 1 Sept. 03).
*For about a month, the Syracuse newspapers kept featuring articles, together with pictures,
of single teenage girls still in high school having babies. We had seen these stories, but had not put
2-and-2 together clearly, or perceived the hidden ideology behind them, until a reader complained
that these articles were virtually exaltatory in nature, and set a bad example to other youths who have
not been sexually promiscuous and produced babies which society will have to pay for. The reader
suggested more stories about students who worked hard for their diplomas, overcame adversities in
their background, and succeeded (5£5, 8 July 03).
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let loose at age 21. For instance, one newspaper editorial referred to a child's recourse to guns and
shooting people as a "cry for help." But when a 13-year-old girl becomes pregnant, she is suddenly
interpreted as a "woman" who should be given "freedom of choice" (to abort) as an adult (SH1,
19/11/99).
*Children
on the Internet.
is Suzi and that
(Cali:at:Y Herald,

in their early teens have been helping FBI agents to learn the secret idiom they use
A 13-year-old told that within seconds of announcing to a chat site that her name
she is 13, she will receive sexual propositions from pedophiles or pornographers
6 June 03).

*The onset of puberty keeps occurring earlier and earlier, and where it will end, nobody
knows. Girls used to go through menarche at age 17, now it is down to around 12, and sometimes
as early as 9; 50% of girls of African origin experience breast growth already at age 8, but only 15%
in Caucasian girls (SPS, 27/9/02).
*The UN fund for population activities carefully selected 32 youngsters from around the world
to come to one of its conferences in 1999, where they made a series of libertine "demands to on behalf
of 3 billion youths: for the rights to sexual education without parental knowledge or consent, to
sexual pleasure in a guilt-free way for children of all ages, to sexual orientation, and to abortion on
demand. Some of the people from the Third World were shocked, and we can easily see why many
Muslims might decide that a culture that spawns this sort of thing and these kinds of youths must be
murdered (CS, 11/10/01).
*At the 2003 Annual Convention of the American Psychiatric Association, a number of
speakers (including from Canada) demanded that pedophilia and other sexual problems be considered
sane behavior. However, such a demand does not necessarily imply approval for sex with children.
*Researchers have come up with the earth-shaking discovery that when parents keep a close
eye on their children, these are less likely to have sex (AP in SfS, 5 Sept. 02). It is really amazing
what some people are amazed about.
Real & Purported Child Abuse. Includini: Sex Abuse
*In recent decades, there has been an explosion of bad sexual behavior, including child sex
abuse and homosexual seduction or rape. However, there has also been an astronomic increase in
false accusations of sexual abuse or rape.
One of the modem versions of the witch craze that broke out in Salem, Massachusetts, in the
late 1600s has been the accusations and trials of many day care workers for sexual assault on the
children in their care. In numerous cases, the alleged incidents apparently never happened, mere
accusation was enough to condemn the accused as guilty, and some such convicted parties have spent
more than a decade in prison. Some of these guilty verdicts have been overturned, but not all. One
of the major mechanisms behind this witch hunt was the allocation of huge sums of money from the
government towards the investigation of child abuse, which created an incentive for investigators to
"find" what they were looking for whenever and wherever they looked. Investigators, functionaries
of the shrink system, even parents, planted outrageous ideas into children's minds, and rewarded
them for making accusations (SfS, 3 April 03, p. AI2).
*In Australia, fewer men are volunteering any longer as coaches to children and youth sports
out of fear that they would be accused of pedophilia (Sydney Mornini: Herald, 19/6/03; source item
from John Armstrong).
*A couple in Central NY State forbade their 16-year-old daughter to spend all of her time on
Internet chat lines with people who claimed to have multiple personalities and to have been sexually
abused. In retaliation, she accused her father of having been raping her for 9 years, starting at age
one. It was people whom she met in these chat rooms that convinced her that she too fell into this
category. Right away, she was taken into the foster and shrink system, even though there was no
other evidence whatever; and the girl did not return to her family or speak to her father for about a
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abuse registry on a permanent basis. Apparently, the child welfare authorities go on the presumption
that any accusation by a child or teenager is true, and act accordingly. Inevitably, the parents are
now suing for big bucks.
It turns out that in NY State, anybody accused of sexual abuse gets put on a child abuse and
maltreatment registry, and stays on it for either 10 years or after the 18th birthday of the youngest
child named in the accusation. These records are open to law enforcement, social service and day
care people.
*We were amazed to learn that in a multi-child family, if one of the children gets raped by
a parent, it had not been possible in at least some states in the US to remove all the children from
the home, and it took a court decision to rule that such extreme cases might justify removal of all
the children (AP in SfS, 3 July 03).
*When people falsely accuse a family of child abuse (which some do maliciously), one of the
awful consequences often is that the child will be hauled in for an exhaustive medical examination,
with many tests, much sticking of needles, including perhaps worst of all a full-body skeletal
examination and x-ray. Of course, one thing this does is load the child up with unnecessary
irradiation, which can become especially dangerous if more radiation is ever needed later for anything
else.
*We learned that in parts of Canada, parents suspected of being poor parents are subjected
to an "assessment" that costs about $20,000, and they might get assessed several times in relatively
rapid succession, while all of this money could have been spent instead to give support to the family
(source information from Peter Dill).
Failure of Child Welfare or Protective Services to Protect Children
*Every once in a while, and actually not too infrequently, we run across, or learn of, families
that are remindful of the Kallikaks, i.e., families of multi-generational severe maladaptiveness,
insanity, mental retardation, criminality, etc. During the eugenic alarm period, heredity was blamed
for this, but we believe that socialization is just as powerful an explanation, and possibly even more
so, because when children are begotten and raised under gutter conditions, why should anybody be
surprised that they end up-so to speak--in the gutter and engage in the same kinds of
disfunctionalities as the generation of their parents, grandparents, etc.? The existence of such
families is often taken as an opportunity by some people to call for forcible sterilization, but another
alternative is for welfare agencies to step in early enough to see to it that the children of such families
are taken away at birth and put in competent adoptive homes. Unfortunately, this is often not done,
or only after the children have already been ruined.
*In state after state (and several other countries), the child welfare and family placement
system is turning up bankrupt. In recent months, this was very apparent in New Jersey and Florida
(numerous recent news reports).
Miscellaneous Child Junkin~
*Children in Australia are becoming ever more unsocialized, so that even upon school entry ,
it is already too late for the schools to overcome this, especially since the parents have little interest
in collaborating.
What used to be a small exclusive private (tie-wearing) boys' school in Canberra, Australia,
kicked out 300 seniors because it could no longer control their foul and impudent mouths, thuggery,
bullying, drinking, and building vandalism. Vice versa, the school's willingness to discipline bad
behavior had eroded (Canberra Times, 14/6/03). We commonly see this feedback loop these days.
*At least in our area, the majority of persons reported missing to the police are teenage girls
who run away, and peak runaway times are spring and the end of summer. Apparently, the main
reason is to escape parental oversight and to engage in drugs, liquor and sex. Once youths start
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known to authorities as "frequent flyers" (SfS, 27/4/03).
Other Just Plain Stupidities of Adults & Parents About Children & Child-Rearing
*According to some people, one of the most fundamental errors in the child-rearing policies
of American culture in the last generation or so has been to treat children as if they were small
adults, kind and civilized small adults, and not only that, but as if they were smart.
*A new type of human service is emerging which provides ghetto teenagers who are unhappy
at home (e.g., because they are constantly at odds with their parents over chores and other
responsibilities) with other places to stay, such as an apartment with adult volunteers. This gives the
teens greater freedom, and keeps them off the street if they would have been tempted to flee home.
However, since their home situations are not abusive, we wonder whether this kind of service is apt
to do more harm than good, by giving teens the message that when they are unhappy at home, they
do not have to learn to "stick it out," but can take off and escape parental control. People whose
memory horizon has not shrunk yet will remember that when the welfare system began a few decades
ago to pay benefits to pregnant unmarried teen girls so that they could move out on their own, this
caused multi-generational man-less welfare families.
*We have long taught that when people get themselves into some kind of trouble, they often
were not only just doing the wrong thing, but were usually doing it in the wrong place, at the wrong
time, and with the wrong company. In other words, these are the four strong indicators (the activity ,
the place, the time, the people one is with), and over and over we find that when children or
teenagers get into some kind of trouble, it was because they were in a place where they should not
have been at a time when they should not have been there (even when it might have been okay at
other times), and with people they should not have been associating with, and often doing things they
should not have been doing, or at least not with "those people. "
All this is also borne out by the research that keeps showing that the single biggest predictor
of whether a youth will start boozing is whether the youth is hanging out with other kids who are
already boozing. Furthermore, this is even more the case with teenage girls than boys, since girls
of that age are apparently even more susceptible to peer influence (AP in SHA, 23/1101).
Other research has shown that teenagers drive fairly well if there are only adult passengers
in the car, but their accident rate shoots up astronomically when there are only other youths in the
car, and each such additional youth adds many hundreds of per cent of risk.
*The general consensus is that at least in our area, 2 out of 3 children who come trick or
treating on Halloween do not say "Thank you" anymore when they receive a treat.
*We are told that even children are beginning to be taught constructivism in the schools and
even in their science programs. They are being indoctrinated in ideas such as "reality is yours"
(source information from Bill Forman).
Childhood & Youth violence
Let's face it: abandoned, unsocialized, alienated, junked and abused children turn violent.
*Apparently, there is a nationwide pattern in the US (and apparently elsewhere too) where city
officials will deny for years that juvenile gangs have formed in their ghettoes. Among the authorities
that usually come very late to admitting what is going on are not only politicians and school officials,
but even the police (SfS, 29/7/03).
*We learned that violence has also deeply penetrated into the Canadian youth culture, and that
many children as young as 12 are already dating but also already beating up on each other.
However, Canadian pundits are attributing this to such things as "lack of domestic violence
prevention programs in the schools," professional wrestling on TV, and to video games that give
"extra points for mutilating women" (CalgaI)' Herald, 30/5/03).
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deemed to be the most troubled and to need the most shrink services (NCR, 12 Oct. 03).
*Why do teena2ers ra~e, and 20 on a rampa2e? Finally, a number of US shopping malls have
begun to adopt curfew policies, not allowing teenagers to hang around at late hours without their
parents. However, in order to enforce a curfew on unaccompanied teenagers on weekend evenings,
a shopping mall in Syracuse had to deploy 23 people, euphemistically called "greeters, " to intercept
teenagers without adults at the entrances to inform them that they either could not come in or could
only go to watch movies in the movie theaters in the mall. Apparently, the teenagers had become
such a nuisance that deploying 23 paid people was considered a bargain (SfS, 7 June 03). The
teenagers themselves are very sullen about curfew, and sometimes (especially when turned away in
groups) go on rampages.
School Safety & Violence
*The US National Institute of Child Health and Development claims that 1.6 million children
in grades 6-10 in the US get bullied every week, with 1.7 million doing the bullying, including many
of those who get bullied by others (SfS, 3 Sept. 03).
*There are increasing reports by parents that when their children are bullied in school, they
discover that they have no recourse while the bully has all the rights. When bullying takes place off
the school grounds, the local police may claim that the school has jurisdiction while the school claims
that the police need to handle it. Schools appear to be standing on their head to deny that either the
bullying is taking place or that they have responsibility, even when there are multiple witnesses, the
bully has a record of bullying, and the same child gets bullied by the same bully over a prolonged
period of time. Eventually, the victim children no longer want to go to school and live in a constant
state of fear (e.g., SfS, 10 Oct. 03).
*It is truly amazing that despite all of the security at US schools these days, and particularly
at high schools, 4 young men and possibly as many as 8 were able to get into a New Orleans high
school with an automatic rifle and a handgun and shoot a 15-year-old boy dead in the school gym
in the presence of 200 people, of whom 3 others were also wounded. Then during preparation for
an autopsy, the slain boy was also found to be carrying a handgun (AP in S,fS, 16/4/03).
*A 13-year-old student gunned down a teacher in Florida because she had not allowed him
to talk to girls in class, and then the blame game began as to who--other than the poor little boy--was
to blame for it. The lawyers managed to convince a jury that the gun distributor was at fault--which
is a legal first--sticking him with a $24 million verdict while gun manufacturers were exonerated.
Also exonerated was the owner of the gun who had stored it locked and unloaded in a drawer where
the boy found it (AP in SfS, 15/11/02). Never even accused of being contributors to the crime were
the girls.
*A 15-year-old academically marginal boy found an aerosol can of so-called Fart Spray and
discharged it in his school and--as the papers repocted--" disrupted the learning environment and
nauseated a few teachers."
He was taken into custody, and apparently not being too bright, he
continued to discharge the spray 2 more times. His reward was to be suspended from school for 20
days and given a home tutor. Revealingly, his father did not deny the boy's deed, but claimed that
he had not gotten "due process" (SfS, 26/9/03).
*A Michigan pupil posted a message on a satanic website suggesting that people stab someone
for no reason at all, throw them off a cliff, watch them suffer, and spit in their face just before they
expire. When the student was suspended by the school, there promptly was a lawsuit, and a federal
judge (no less) ruled that the school violated the student's right to free speech. Of course, had the
student actually done anything violent after posting the message, the school would have been sued
for run having stopped him (SfS, 3 Dec. 02). Obviously, this is the kind of situation that we call
gridlock or mutual disablement, where everybody disables everybody else and everything comes to
a stop. How can such a society work?
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making sure that their children have portable cell phones with them, and most US teenagers now have
one. One ironic result has been that the children now call in bomb threats to their own schools on
their own cell phones even ~
they are in school, and not only the boys are doing it but the girls
as well.
*Some school safety measures are irrational and ridiculous. An honors student in Michigan,
who is a bagpiper, came to the prom in his Scottish regalia, which includes a ceremonial knife stuck
in the sock. The school board considered expelling him (~,
10 July 01).
*The film "The Matrix" inspired the two boys in Littleton, Colorado, to go on a spectacular
killing spree ending in their own suicides. Apparently very impressed with the effectiveness of their
film, its makers decided to issue a sequel early in 2003. It made a huge hit in the media, but we
never once saw the connection to the Littleton massacre mentioned. Even as some teenagers were
once again beginning to imitate "Matrix" characters and were plotting a killing spree, the news stories
that came to our attention still failed to make any connection to the Littleton massacre (e.g., AP in
srs, 8 July 03).
Something peculiar is going on in that the second "Matrix" film got heavily promoted left-andright in all the media, relentlessly, over-and-over, often in narratives that pretended to be reviews
rather than promotions. For some mysterious (to us, as yet) reason, the entertainment culture seems
to have a huge stake in this film.
*One of the big debates about incidences of youths going on killing sprees, like the two boys
did at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado, is whether the major response is gun control
(as the Clintons proposed) or teaching children morality.
*Here is another amazing "coincidence." We ran across a book for teenagers entitled Final
published in 1990, and our copy was printed the same year. It is a mystery novel in which
a boy, pressured by overly ambitious parents, tries to first scare and then kill a female student whom
he believes has caught him cheating and will turn him in for it to school authorities. The book cover
consists of a drawing of a high school, and remarkably, the name of the school is "Columbine High"
--the same name of the school where the 2 teenage boys went on a rampage in 1999, killing and
maiming fellow students and teachers. However, the name of the school is never mentioned in the
book. We wonder whether the boys had read the book--maybe many children at that school had read
it just because of the name on the cover; and whether it played a role in their subsequent mayhem.

Exam,

*What is apparently not widely known is that the parents of one of the 2 juvenile mass killers
at the Columbine High School in Colorado sued the local police for not having informed the parents
that he was hanging around with a bad companion.
Miscellaneous Child News
*In many Western countries, people are not only having fewer children, but ever more women
have no children at all--about 25 % in the US. The ones who have only two, or even only one, often
"overload" expectancies on this child or children, overindulge them, shower them with material
goods--but are not necessarily present to them (Australian clipping). Some people have called this
"hyper-parenting. "
For example, many parents put their children on the equivalent of a triathlon, with every
minute filled with activities, but no time for old-fashioned free play with non-electronic gadgets,
yard-play, or for reading, or even old-fashioned table and parlor games. Some people have also
called this "parents as agents." Some of the parents try to juggle all this by "multi-tasking," and
carrying out business phone calls (on their cell phones) while being around their children (Newsweek,
29/1101).
*A couple in the Syracuse area innocently offered an elementary school pupil a ride home
from school because they saw him walking on a cold day at the end of January--whereupon the boy
ran off and told his parents, who called police. At first, they treated it as a "attempted abduction."

-19An investigation
18/1/03).

was launched, but when the couple was identified, they were exonerated (5£5,
Poverty

*While the number of people on welfare in the US declined since 1997 until recently, welfare
spending did not! But high welfare spending with low welfare is better than high welfare spending
on high or rising welfare rolls. We are surprised that no one seems to have said this before. Also,
the number of poor people has been going up, but most of them have managed to stay off welfare,
which is good and may have been said before, but needs reiterating.
*A recent study found that poor people in the US do move a lot from state-to-state in order
to become eligible for a state's welfare benefits.
Interestingly, they do not move so much to
maximize their welfare benefits, but to establish eligibility in the first place. There are 10 states that
attract outsiders because of their easy eligibility requirements, and 11 states from which the poor are
most likely to leave for the opposite reason. Most likely to move are single fathers and two-parent
families (AP in SfS, 13/7/03).
*New York City has over 1000 soup kitchens and food pantries for the poor, more than twothirds associated with religious bodies.
*For years, there have been high rates of personal bankruptcy in the US, a lot of it because
of foolish improvidence in spending other people's money via easy credit. However, a certain
proportion is reportedly due to medical problems in a family which incur expenses that are not
covered by medical plans. In fact, in our local newspaper, we read a lot of listings every week of
court judgments against people by hospitals.
*One of the best things for poor people is to become less poor in stages, move gradually out
of poverty, and rise gradually in wealth during a generation or lifetime, as exemplified by the
majority of the American population during the preceding centuries. One of the worst things seems
to be for a poor person to come into a lot of money overnight, or very quickly. Then it is common
to see the grossest kinds of misuses and mismanagements of money and what it can buy. A good
example is former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson, who climbed out of the slums into $350
million-sand ended in bankruptcy in 2003, not to mention other bad things.
*If one does not mind usury, then it is amazing how little it takes to save up a great deal of
money. A 15-year-old who puts $1000 into a savings account or other investment at 6% would end
up at age 65 With $18,065, or with $50,000 at 8 %. If the teen-ager puts down $100 at the beginning
and adds a mere $25 a month, s/he would end up with $91,000 at age 65, presuming a 6% rate of
return (Outreach, 2/03).
*When a party gets evicted from a dwelling in the US, haulers are entitled to set all the
party's belongings on the curb; once on the curb, it becomes "garbage" (sometimes also called
"debris"), and anyone may take what they like of it. Thus, the difference between debris and a sofa,
TV set, suit of clothes, etc., etc., is only whether it is found in one's private dwelling, or whether
it is set out on the curb. Thus, what is and is not garbage and debris is entirely "constructed."
Be~gin~
*Some American cities have tried to outlaw begging altogether, and are only getting away
with it because the poor cannot afford to hire lawyers (Newsweek, 10 Feb. 03).
*A cartoon poked fun at how begging can be variously interpreted, depending both on who
is doing it, and how much they ask for. "Panhandlers," who ask for spare change, are deplored;
"solicitors," who ask for "contributions" between $10 and $100 are tolerated; but "fund-raisers" who
request $1000 and up, are highly esteemed. A panhandler observer asks, "So all this time I wasn't
asking for enough?" (Rhymes With Orange cartoon, SEt 6 Dec. 1996, p. DI7).
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Let us be very clear once again that if one owns assets of $1 billion, but has $1,000,000,001
in debts, one is destitute, and poorer than a person who manages to scrape by on a minimum wage
without a debt. The difference is that the heavily indebted rich poor live off other people's labor.
*The US now has greater income and wealth inequality than any other developed country apart
from the former Soviet Union. This income inequality has been rising ever since the mid-1970s, and
it is not so much that the people at the low end have lost ground in assets but that the rich have been
getting vastly disproportionately richer. In fact, the highest fifth in income gained so much that the
four other fifths all actually declined proportionately, the decline getting bigger progressively from
the fourth to the third to the second and lowest fifth (SfS, 15/3/03). The inequalities are likely to
get even bigger as the Bush tax law changes will gradually take effect that quit collecting taxes on
inheritances and savings (Newsweek, 17/2/03).
*According to the US Internal Revenue Service, approximately 400 super-rich Americans had
a combined income of $69 billion in 2000, or about $174 million each. This is more than the
combined income of all the people in many countries taken together. Remarkably, the Bush tax cuts
will have the effect of these 400 people having their taxes reduced by about 40% (5£5, 10 July 03).
*In 12/02, the US Congress closed its session without resolving what to do about 800,000
unemployed workers whose benefits had gotten cut off--but quickly voted itself a raise before
members departed (AP in SfS, 28/12/02).
*In the huge new houses that many of the newly affluent starting building in the 1990s, there
sometimes are family rooms that have one gigantic TV screen along one wall, plus four ordinary but
large-size screens so that they can watch up to five stations simultaneously, or watch one of the other
4 stations very much enlarged.
*Even as the US economy was doing poorly at the end of 2002, luxury cars were selling the
same as before, and in fact a little bit better than the year before, in part because of interest rates at
or near 0%.
*F1ying has suddenly become much more expensive for poorer people who are not into the
computer world, with some airlines beginning to charge up to $50 extra for a paper ticket as
compared to e-tickets.
*Princess Diana used to spend nearly 4,000 British pounds a year on dye jobs for her hair
(USA Today, 3 April 03).
*During the economic bubble of the late 1990s, there were couples who had household
incomes of $200,000, and even at that were spending more than they made. When the bubble burst,
some had to take very lowly jobs somewhere between minimum wage and $10 an hour, and we are
convinced that they were much the better for it than living in pbony affluence. Also, white-collar
workers out of a job typically suffer less than very lowly people out of a job, because they tend to
have more stable marriages, some equity in a borne, well-off parents, spouses who may still have jobs
with health insurance, and they can often afford to get more or a new education. As one put it, "If
all else fails, there is always law school," with the prospect of an even more parasitic life than before
(Time, 14/10/02).
*There are a huge number of poor people in Brazil, and yet Brazilians waste about a third of
all their food. Many of them are in the habit of barely taking a bite out of what they order in
restaurants, which has created such a big problem of disposing of the uneaten food that some
restaurants have begun to charge an extra fee to guests who do not clean up their plates (10/01
clipping from Susanne Hartfiel).
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*It is very hard to get at the truth of what the free market policies of the US are doing
worldwide. According to some people, they are bringing industries and income to previously poor
areas, but on the other hand, we are told that they have left 500 million people in Latin America
poorer than before (Time, 5 Aug. 02).
*One cultural phenomenon that seems to bring one South American country after the other
to economic ruin is (a) dominance by corrupt elites, or what some authorities call kleptocracy, (b)
a nonfunctioning judicial system, and (c) addiction to foreign capital (~,
19/8/02).
*A most peculiar phenomenon is that in 54 countries (20 of these in sub-Saharan Africa),
people were poorer in 2003 than they had been in 1990, even though many of these countries are
actually rich countries (~,
19/8/02). E.g., Angola, the Congo, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and
Botswana are all rich in resources. Several have diamonds or oil; some have valuable minerals; etc.
So it is not really true that these countries are poor, but only that most of their inhabitants are. This
could also happen to rich countries like the US if an ever smaller percentage of its population amasses
ever more ofits wealth. It is thusly an ideological deception to characterize these countries as poor.
The problem is that all the wealth gets stolen by a combination of some of their own ruling elites who
are in cahoots with foreigners, mostly Western commercial firms. One example is Nigeria. It
exports vast amounts of oil, and yet two-thirds of its citizens live on less than $1 a day (SfS, 12 July
03).
Some African countries once were rich, but self-destructed, usually upon gaining selfgovernment. E.g., Zimbabwe had once been the breadbasket of Southern Africa, but its agriculture
virtually collapsed when the white fanners were evicted, and the land given in small plots to families
who did not know how to farm. Some people have likened the situation to what Pol Pot did in
Cambodia (Time, 19/8/02).
Nauru, an island nation in the Pacific, had phosphate resources to build a long-term economy,
but simultaneously squandered its income and exhausted its phosphate (SfS, 11 March 03). (This
reminds one of the USA today.)
The Peculiar Forms of Modernistic Poverty
*Among the many incongruities in programs for the poor in affluent countries like the US is
the scenario of seeing entire grossly obese families being served free meals at poverty-related
programs. Similarly, one sometimes reads rhetoric about the hungry poor, but the pictures that
accompany the story show obese poor people.
*When we drive through very poor parts of Syracuse, we sometimes see 3 Cadillacs parked
on a single street. Some driveways have recreational trailers and boats parked in their driveways.
Satellite antennas are very common.
*Visitors coming back from Mexico reported how amazed they were that people living in
squalor in huts with dirt floors shared with animals and having hardly any possessions, nonetheless
had TV sets and even DVD players.
The Transfer of Wealth Upward
As we keep pointing out every year, there are innumerable mechanisms instituted by the ruling
classes to transfer wealth upward from the classes below them. This contributes greatly to the wealth
gap between the highers and the lowers in several societies, including the US. However, there, the
transfer is often achieved in more civilized ways than in South America, Africa, etc., namely by
legitimized and subtle means rather than by outright bribery, extortion, theft, etc. For instance, a
big transfer mechanism is the tax system, as by taxing working wages but not unearned income.
Another one is partly legal and partly illegal pension theft.
People do not appreciate that the recent pension thefts and cutbacks, and those in the future,
will affect every single American except those who either were never eligible for a pension or only
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savings and loan bank scandal of some decades ago.
*In 2003, 90 % of the companies listed in Standard and Poors 500 Index that offer pensions
to their workers had underfunded pension plans. These happen to be 500 of the largest US
companies. Shortfalls averaged about $10,000 per covered employee, but some companies were $3
billion in the hole. Assuming these companies do not go bankrupt but stay in business, they are
expected to make up the shortfall from their earnings, provided there are any, which will reduce
dividends and lower their stock value which, in turn has yet other problematic consequences (S£S,
19/5/03). The firms with underfunded pension plans are often the same that pay their executives
outrageous salaries and benefits.
*Time (11 Aug. 03) ran an article on the nationwide pension shortfall. The figures are
frightening. Even the most traditional and respected US firms have grossly underfunded their pension
funds. General Motors was $25 billion behind, Ford $16 billion, etc. Many firms have lesser
deficits but are even more underfunded in terms of the value of their company stock, illustrated by
Delta Airlines that is 329% hehind. Altogether, corporate pension funds are lacking $260 hillion.
*The US Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp. that backs up pension funds that fail had to bailout
the pension funds of 150 bankrupt US companies in 2002, to the tune of $11.4 billion. It does not
back up state and local government pensions, where underfunding is huge, and eventually will have
to be bailed out by taxpayers (Newsweek, 20/1/03).
*Global Crossing founder Gary Winnick sold off $734 million in shares just before their value
collapsed, and then generously offered to give back $25 million to the more-or-less bankrupt pension
plan of his firm's employees. Some of them had worked for 31 years, had stupidly invested all their
pension funds in their company, and saw their pension funds obliterated (Newsweek, 14/10/02).
*For the first time in history, a life insurance firm in Germany is going under. In turn, that
affects the retirement incomes of elderly people who had planned to augment their retirement pensions
from their life insurance policies. This has set off great unquietude among a lot of people, although
they are being reassured by the insurance industry that they should not worry (NYSZ, 5 July 03).
*The average American reportedly needs to have at least $230,000 in savings, plus about
$1,000 a month in Social Security income, for a "comfortable retirement," but fewer than 1/3 of
American workers have saved $100,000 or more. This becomes particularly critical as pension
henefits are predicted to decline in the future, and de facto pension theft seems to hecome ever more
successful (AP in 5£5, 19/11/02).
One problem that is cutting into elderly people's retirement benefits or plans is that they are
the generation that hegan to raise poorly socialized children, and many of them have been supporting
or subsidizing their adult children who never developed the competency or discipline to make it on
their own, or the disciplines of gratification delay and self-help. Some aging parents chronically
bailed their adult children out of some trouble that costs money after another, which of course is a
form of so-called enablement. Thus, many of the elderly have been hemorrhaging money on an
ongoing basis, often even subsidizing extremely irresponsible behavior by their adult children. In
consequence, a lot of the money they might have put into savings toward their retirement is not there.
*It is an old truism that the majority of Americans are unable to budget themselves, so that
regardless of how much or how little they make, they spend up to or beyond their income, and do
not perceive themselves as well off (5£5, 8 Jan. 03). One correlate has been that the amount that
Americans believe that they need for their retirement has been increasing. In the 196Os, it was said
that one needed $250,000 to live on in one's retirement, then it became $500,000 in the 1980s, and
then a million in 2003, and now even that is deemed insufficient by many people. For instance, one
such couple complained that on a mere $1 million, they could barely afford to pay their country club
dues of $12,000 a year (S£S, 27/10/03).
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playing the lottery, rather than by saving and investing (SHA, 29/10/99).
This brings out the
triumph of so-called post-modernist thinking: what I fantasize about constitutes reality.
*Yet another sign of the times is that many older Americans are going ever further into debt.
Senior citizens are now the fastest growing age group in bankruptcy. Some of this is prompted by
job loss, high medical expenses, divorce, and decreased retirement income because of the robbing
of pension funds (AARP Bulletin, 3/2003), as reported on every year in TIPS. But at least one other
contributor must be the modernistic mindset towards money that demands a higher standard of living
than people used to be willing to live with, a notion of entitlement to live off other people's labor,
and a lowered sense of personal responsibility that gives people the idea that if they die before their
debts are paid off, that is then someone else's problem.
*According to some estimates, investors have lost $7 trillion (at least on paper) since the stock
market peaked in 3/00. Since then, the economy has reeled, unemployment rose-but the overall pay
of chief executive officers actually went up (15% just in 2001 alone) rather than, as many people
have demanded, being tied to the performance of their firms. In construction, it went up 32 % in
2001.
It is beginning to be difficult to understand how a company can pay an executive $78 million
a year in total compensation, plus shares valued at $25 million, and still expect to make a profit. The
luckiest executives are those who actually get fired, because their severance pay can be astronomic
even compared to their already fabulous salaries (S£S, 12 Nov. 02; 19 May 03).
*Some firms that are headed toward bankruptcy quickly pay their top executives big bonuses-just before the firm dies. These bonuses can be bigger than the salaries (e.g., S£S, 14/10/02). Some
such failing firms have the nerve to ask employees to take pay cuts (or to fire them) while giving
huge retirement bonuses to executives (e.g., S£S, 18 May 02; 6 March 03).
*A good example of legal theft is what happened to the Montana Power (electricity) Company.
Its bosses sold off its coal mines, dams, power plants, transmission lines, etc., went out of the power
business, and converted to a failing and eventually bankrupt telecommunications business, all on the
advice of top Wall Street firms that profited $20 million from all these sales. The executive got huge
emoluments and a $3 million new home--and the public got electric bills up to 20 times higher (CBS
"60 Minutes," 9 Feb. 03).
*Health South, a private US health care and "rehabilitation giant" founded in 1984, with 1700
facilities in all 50 states, employing over 51,000 people, had its top echelon charged in federal court
with a $2.5 billion fraud. By 4/03, 9 of its top echelon had actually pled guilty. One of them
begged the court to let him keep $60 million for "living expenses," plus $60 million for attorney fees
and tax payments! (AP in S,fS, 10 April 03).
*Virtually all the big US financial firms (Merrill Lynch, Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley,
Credit Suisse, J. P. Morgan, etc., etc.) were forced in 2003 to "disgorge" huge ill-gotten (by
deceiving everybody) gains, plus penalties, in one case up to $400 million. Newsweek (12 May 03)
called it "pennies on the dollars lost."
*The US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) that was supposed to keep Wall Streettype businesses under control failed to do so even though it had a budget of a half-billion per year.
Stunned by the recent scandals, the SEC set up a new accounting oversight board in 1/03--and the
very first thing its members did was to award themselves individual salaries of $452,000 each, which
is more than even the US President or the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court get. The one person
who has exercised more oversight than anybody else has been an outsider, New York State's Attorney
General Eliot Spitzer, at a mere $152,000 a year (S,fS, 1611/03).
*Some of the top US corporations that paid no taxes for several years were also among the
biggest contributors to political campaigns (S£S, 29/1/03).
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proposal for new retirement savings accounts, that would allow most Americans to avoid ever again
paying taxes on money they earn as interest, dividends, or capital gains. Only the better-off would
be able to afford to save the amounts allowed by the plan, and a current provision that many of the
middle class and upper lower class gw afford=investment retirement accounts-would be phased out
(AARP Bulletin, 312(03).
*Legislatures on all levels of government in the US regularly vote for tax breaks, or even tax
subsidies, for special interests and their local firms. NY State alone lost $29 billion in tax revenue
in 2002 because of this (e.g., SfS, 14/8/03).
*An insane tax law allows firms to buy coal, perform a minimal (or no) kind of operation on
it (e.g., spray it with diesel fuel), sell it as "synfuel," and get a huge tax credit which it can sell to
other firms that are not in the energy business (e.g., to a hotel chain, or whatever), so that they may
even get away with paying no tax, or less than a family with $20,000 income would. In essence,
energy is wasted to get an energy-saving credit. Thank your US Congress (Time, 13/10/03).
*Tax cheating is costing the US government about $280 billion a year: $132 billion is stolen
by individuals (of which about $70 billion is hidden by the wealthy in offshore accounts), $46 billion
by corporations, and $30 billion by partnerships. Low income earners cheat the government out of
somewhere between $6-10 billion in undeserved tax credits. In 2003, the government once again
decided to concentrate on tax cheating by the 1m£: income earners, which will probably bring in no
more extra taxes than it costs to investigate, while at the same time giving yet more tax breaks to the
wealthy. Corporate tax negligence penalties actually dropped from about 2400 in 1993 to a mere 22
in 2002, during the peak of corporate cheating (SfS, 30/4/03).
*Big bankruptcy cases can drag on forever, as in Dickens' Jarndyce vs. Jarndyce. Courts
often appoint lawyers to preside over the bankruptcy, and these lawyers get huge fees, up to 3 % of
what is left over to give to creditors. Since bankrupt firms may still pay back more than 50% of
their debt, and the firms can be very big, this could mean scores of millions of dollars for the
bankruptcy presider (SfS, 27/2/03).
*Surprisingly, many health insurance plans in the US are not state-licensed, hence illegal, and

de facto Ponzi schemes that have fooled over 500,000 subscribers. When people have big medical
bills, they only then discover that their plan does not cover them. Many of these firms simply fold
and run with the money once a large number of people have signed up for them (Newsweek,
13/10/03).
*Yes, yes; we know what foreign readers are thinking. "What a country the US is. These
things can't happen here." We say: if TIPS were published in your country, we'd have the
equivalent dirt on what's going on there!
Homelessness
Homelessness is once again on the rise across the US, but apparently especially so in New
York City, allegedly at least in part because of the 9/01 disaster. An average of 37,000 people spend
their nights in one of that city's public shelters, and this does not even count those who "sleep in the
weeds." Among these homeless are a large number of entire families--9,OOOin 11102 alone (AP in
SfS, 1 Dec. 02).
One way the disaster contributed to this is that anti-terror patrols began to seal off many places
in which the homeless used to sleep, such as nooks in tunnels, bridge underpinnings, alleys, etc.
Those tending to the homeless feel overwhelmed.
In some cities, the police simply arrest the homeless, which in a way is all to the good because
at least they then get the proverbial "three hots and a cot. "
*Hirsch, K. (1989). Som~sfrom the alle~. New York: Ticknor & Fields. The author spent
months as a volunteer in one of the oldest and argest shelters for the homeless in Boston, the Pine
Street Inn. She also accompanied some of the homeless who stayed there on their daily rounds for
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with chapters on the history of services to the poor in Boston. The book contains many pathetic and
even heartbreaking vignettes of people being totally possessed by alcohol, of efforts to escape
homelessness that do not pan out, of well-intentioned efforts by many people to help the homeless,
and of how the structure and set up of so many services for the homeless actually do not help people.
Perhaps one of the saddest things of all about the book is that no one really seems to know what to
do to address the problem. Untold amounts of money have been poured into homeless programs;
homeless shelters continue to open, and either set no rules or set too many rules so that recipients stay
away from them; the services have to deal with people with overwhelming problems these days, such
as drug- and alcohol-addicted and mentally disordered women with children; and so there are very
very few success stories (reviewed by S. Thomas).
*In Dallas, TX, the city government alone spends $10 million each year on services to the
homeless! Forty-five different agencies serve the homeless. And still, there are between 4,000 and
6,000 homeless people in the Dallas area (l), many of them mentally disordered (Dallas Mornin2
~,
12 Jan. 03, p. 6J).
*A local program in Syracuse got big grants to serve homeless young adults with mental
disorders. The agency director said, "We are hoping to catch (!) them early and get them services
so they won't end up chronically on the street" (SIll., 9 Jan. 01).
*Homeless people have a tendency to drift to places that they believe are glamorous and have
good weather. This is why several thousand drift to Key West in the far south of the chain of islands
off Florida's coast, but then discover that real estate is so expensive there that only very rich people
can afford to live there, and there are not even any vacant pieces of ground on which they can safely
camp (AP in Clearwater Times, 23 Dec. 02; source item from Peter King).
*There is a trend beginning all over North America for homeless people to congregate along
expressway off-ramps, even in smaller towns, in order to beg. Sometimes they display signs that
claim that they are willing to work, but in every such case that we have known of, this was merely
a way of getting an entree into panhandling.
*In some parts of the US, if a city outlaws begging, some of the homeless move to another
close-by city where begging is still legal (NCR, 1612/03).
*We are told that in one North American town, college students bring homeless drunks to bars
on off-nights in order to have them play darts and give some life to the bar, and eventually give them
free drinks as well (source information from Blair Fewster).
*During a 16-month period, 8 derelict homeless men, of whom 6 were Indians, were found
floating dead in the local river in Rapid City, South Dakota. The suspicion is that someone--possibly
skinheads-were pushing unconscious or helpless drinkers into the water. In response, homeless
people began to go around in groups for mutual protection (AP in SfS, 7 Sept. 99).
*We were told that in one European city, two beggars had fallen asleep, or possibly passed
out from drugs, on the steps of a major church. A passerby was trying to arouse them, and when
two policemen asked what was going on, they said this was a good opportunity for "the rubber
glove"--whereupon the police donned rubber gloves and, without any warning, proceeded to pummel
the beggars in their stomachs. If this is the kind of treatment that the very poor are subjected to by
the police, or fear they might be subjected to, then it is no wonder they view the authorities with
suspicion, or even horror. These kinds of attacks, if repeated, are sure to shorten the beggars' lives,
especially combined with the other hardships of their living conditions.
*One homeless young mother--apparently unwed--gave her one-month-old daughter to another
homeless couple to care for, which they did until they got too worried about what living on the streets
would do to the child's health, especially on cold winter nights. The mother had disappeared, but
the couple had enough sense and compassion to eventually ask for help, and the baby was placed in
foster care while authorities were trying to locate her mother (St. Petersbur2 Times, 14 Jan. 03, pp.
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why anybody would want to give a child back to such a mother.
*One way to reinforce the valued role of a family member is to have family photograph
portraits taken, as, for instance, many families do each year for Christmas.
In Tampa, FL, a
professional photographer offers free portraits for homeless families. Film, processing, and framing
are all also donated. For many, this is their first and only family portrait--and it can be very
important especially for those who eventually will suffer a family break-up (Clearwater Times,
26112/02, pp. B1, B5).
*We read an article in which a man who had been homeless for 10 years complained about
the homeless being so often called "bums, merely because they are homeless." After all, he said,
"Jesus was homeless too" (Clearwater Times, 31112/02: source item from Peter King). This raised
in our minds the interesting question whether there are such things as bums. We looked up what the
dictionary said, and found that it linked bums to tramping, begging and sponging.
*A New York City policeman refused his sergeant's order to arrest
he was suspended without pay for 30 days. The police officer had earlier
as a matter of moral policy, he would not arrest people for homelessness
there were more such moral rectitude in our society, and willingness to

a homeless man, for which
informed his superiors that
(SfS., 29/11102). If only
defy authorities properly.

Hobo, Poverty, Be22aI:Y, or Jailhouse Son2s, Poetry, or Jokes
*In an old En2lish Reader is found "The Beggar's Petition."
"Pity the sorrows of a poor old man,
Whose trembling limbs have borne him to your door:
Whose days are dwindled to the shortest span,
Oh, give relief, and Heaven will bless your store ...
If only today's beggars would sing such dramatic songs!
*Below is an excerpt from the US hobo song "The Gila Monster Route." Bo refers to hobo;
the jungle is the hobo jungle, i.e., a make-shift hobo camp; a bull is a policeman.
When she hove in sight far up the track,
She was working steam, with her brake-shoes
She hollered once at the whistle-post,
Then she flitted hy like a frightened ghost.

slack.

The lingering sunset across the plain
Kissed the rear end of an east-hound train,
And shone on the passing track close by
Where a dinghat sat on a rotten tie ...

He could hear the roar of the big six-wheel,
And her driver's pound on the polished steel,
And the screech of her flanges on the rail,
As she heat it west o'er the desert trail.

There was nothing in sight but sand and space;
No chance for a bo to feed his face;
Not even a shack to beg for a lump.
Nor a hen house there to frisk for a gump ...

The John got busy and took the risk,
He climbed aboard and began to frisk,
He reached up high and began to feel,
For the end-door pin--then he cracked the seal.

Then, down by the tracks, in the jungle's glade,
On the cool, green grass in the tule' s shade,
They shed their coats, and ditched their shoes,
And tanked up full of that colored booze.

'Twas a double-decked stock-car filled with sheep-Old John crawled in and went to sleep.
She whistled twice and high-balled out,
They were ofr--down the Gila Monster Route.

Then, they took a flop with their hides plumb full,
And did not hear the harness bull.
Till he shook them out of their boozy nap,
With a husky voice and a loaded sap. (From Miller, 1991.)

*Below is a simple, artless, but real, hoho song entitled, "Here's to You Rounders."
I never knew my grandad,
He was always on the bum.
Every September he'd grab him a southbound
& he'd ride.
Then along ahout Christmas,
Me & my brother would get a few coins in the mail.
We couldn't spend them,
They were all he could send
From the Mexico City jail.

Back in the 30's when the going got rough
Old grandad he hit the road.
Mother was young then & only rememhers his name.
Then granny got work in the old canning factory
And took in some wash on the side.
She promised herself she'd never forgive him,
A promise she kept til she died.
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I hope that you make it home soon.
Here's to the women who married for love,
And lived with the man in the moon.

*Below is an old "Wobbly" song from the Little Red Son~ Book ("to fan the flames of
discontent") of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW or Wobblies). It is entitled "The Everett
County Jail" by William Whaley, and is sung to the tune of "Tramp, Tramp, Tramp, the Boys Are
Marching" from World War I, unless it had a predecessor itself.
In the prison cell we sit
Are we broken hearted--nit.
We're as happy and as cheerful as can be,
For we know that every Woh
Will be busy on the job,
Till they swing the prison doors and set us free.

When McRae, and Veith, and Black
To the Lumberyards go back
May they travel empty handed as they came.
May they turn in their report
That the Wobs still hold the fort,
That a rebel is an awful thing to tame.

Though the living is not grand,
Mostly mush and "coffee and,"
It's as good as we expected when we came.
It's the way they treat the slave
In this free land of the brave,
There is no one but the working class to blame.

When the 65 per cent
That they call the "working gent"
Organizes in a Union of its class,
We will then get what we're worth
That will be the blooming earth.
Organize and help to bring the thing to pass.

Chorus: Are you busy, Fellow Workers,
Are your shoulders to the wheel?
Get together for the cause
And some day you'Il make the laws,
It's the only way to make the masters squeal.

*A man was moving along a dimly lighted street when a stranger slipped from the shadows
and stopped him.
"What do you want?" asked the man nervously.
"Would you be so kind," said the stranger plaintively, "as to help a poor unfortunate fellow
who is hungry and out of work? All I have in the world is this gun!"
*LADY AT THE KITCHEN DOOR: "You know, you'd stand a better chance of getting
work if you'd shave, have your hair cut, and clean yourself up."
TRAMP: "Yes'rn. I found that out."
Crime-Related Issues
The cluster of sections below on crime are closely related. People in human services should
always try to keep clearly in mind that by far the vast majority of people who end up as accused and
convicted criminals, and then receive judicial punishment of some kind, are members of devalued
classes: most notably the poor, but also the handicapped even if not poor, the alcoholic, the drugaddicted, and these days once again, the mentally handicapped. It is incorrect to blame all of this
on societal forces (e.g., "the system made him do it"), but the fact is that there is an inherent bias
against devalued people even in a criminal justice system (such as that of most Western countries)
that tries to insure a general level of fairness, at least as compared to pre-democracy days, or to
countries without notions of a rule of law. And of course, much of the bias against devalued people
comes from society at large, not just from the criminal justice system.
Crime Statistics
*US crime statistics are baffling, and can be very misleading. For instance, murder is not
included under the category of "violent crime," which latter fell to its lowest level in 2001 since it
was first tracked in 1973. In 2002, violent and property crimes in the US dipped to their lowest level
since these types of records were compiled 30 years earlier. Different people give different
explanations, often in accord with their ideology; some say it is due to tougher prison sentences and
more prisons, and others due to the illegal drug trade having "matured," and employing less violence
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seems to be the most parsimonious explanation. Contrary to what some people may have thought,
men are more likely to be crime victims than women, but women and girls are more likely to be
victimized by someone they know while men and boys are more likely to be victimized by strangers
(AP in S£S, 25/8/03).
*It is also very interesting to learn what kind of crimes are associated with the highest rates
of recidivism. Strangely enough, at the top with nearly 80% is motor vehicle theft, slightly above
burglary. The average recidivism rate is in the high 60s, and one of the lowest rates (at about 40%)
is homicide. Low as it is, it is not very encouraging. The crimes that one would have thought would
be near the top, such as rape, arson and drug-trafficking or possession, are actually a bit below the
average (Scientific American, 5/03).
The older a person is when released from prison, the less likely is recidivism to occur.
However, even among prisoners released at age 45 or older, almost half fell back into crime in
relatively short order (Scientific American, 5/03).
*When we report on certain events in our area, we assume that these events are not atypical
for the country, but are often a typical sampling of what goes on elsewhere.
The city of Syracuse is relatively small, since it only encompasses a small part of a larger
metropolitan area. Yet we discovered that the top 25 city parking ticket scofflaws ran up between
73 and 342 tickets each, and almost all owe $4000-$5000 or more, the top one owing $17,000. It
turns out that the top scofflaw is a local lawyer, and one of the other high ranking ones works in a
law firm. Several others are apparently wealthy foreign students (one of them owed about $10,000
for parking his Mercedes anywhere) who plan on disappearing before getting caught, and usually
manage to do so (S£S, 10 Feb. 03).
Some Ideolol:ical Issues Around Crime
*The assertion that there would be fewer gun deaths if there were strict gun-control laws is
in the empirically testable realm, but has been put forth with great determination and authority
without actual empirical support. More recently, what empirical support has been developing shows
exactly the opposite: what is said to have been a rather thorough mega-study by a task force of
scientists appointed by the US Federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention concluded that
there was no proof that so-called gun control laws reduced firearm violence (AP in 5£5, 3 Oct. 03).
When US citizens are allowed to carry concealed firearms, violent crime declines, and 34 states now
have such right-to-carry laws and have experienced violent crime reductions far greater than states
without such laws. While we are not advocating that people "carry," we do not like it when
empirical assertions are made with great authority for ideological reasons, when there is no, or
contrary, empirical evidence.
Our guess is that gun control laws will not work well if either there were already too many
guns out in society before the laws took effect, or if guns can be had on the black market relatively
easily, both conditions prevailing in the US.
*One kind of crime that is not likely to be reported, or not widely or extensively (e.g.,
perhaps only in off-beat media), is violence by homosexuals or between homosexuals; or if it is
reported, the homosexuality of the violent person is not mentioned. This is done in order to
perpetuate the PC myth that homosexuals are mostly victims of "homophobic" aggression (e.g.,
NCR, 5 Jan. 03).
*Recently, the authorities have been cracking down hard on the "bootlegging" of music and
videos off the Internet, whereby a user downloads the material, and copies it to give away, or sell.
This of course means that people are not buying the music and videos at stores, and therefore the
artists and producers are not getting their royalty money for it. It is illegal, and it is stealing people's
work from them, but the practice is apparently widespread, and--the technologized mind being what
it is--as long as this is possible via computers, people will continue to do it. The response of the
authorities has been very strong, almost as if lives were being endangered, or the income of the
government itself were being threatened. For instance, entire deadly SWAT teams swoop down, as
if they were going to a hostage-taking, on stores that sell bootlegged items. During such raids,truck
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handcuffed (e.g., SPS, 26 July 03). Interestingly, no one seems concerned about the content of such
stolen music and entertainment, which is usually decadent, and about what this does to the minds of
those who see and hear it for much of their waking hours, but only about how it affects profits.
*We have always been amused and intrigued by the notion that there are certain people who
are the "usual suspects," as the police chief said in the film "Casablanca." Now there is a newly
emerging concept of "future suspects, " and law enforcement agencies are beginning to compile lists
of them, to which the American Civil Liberties Union has taken objection. Many people on the list
are from poor and high crime neighborhoods, and are also minority members (AP in,S£S, 26/8/02).
The Validity of Evidence in Criminal Cases
*Invention & Technolo~ (Winter 2004) carried an article that once again thoroughly
debunked the scientific claims of so-called lie-detector tests (technically called polygraphs these days).
Their main utility derives from the fact that most people believe that they are valid, and often start
confessing when they are threatened with such tests, or during the tests. Relatedly, subjects are
interrogated and asked to explain certain of their test results, and guilty ones then often implicate
themselves with inconsistent responses.
Efforts to invent machines that detect lying date back to the 1890s. The technique has
remained almost the same since the early 1930s. These tests have been accompanied by tremendous
hype now for about 80 years. Certainly the results often are false, and even children can learn to
cheat on these tests so that lies look like truths and truths look like lies. Despite the consistently
negative empirical evidence, 35 US states allow the results of lie-detector tests to be used in court
when both SIdesagree. The FBI even mandated polygraph tests for all employment applicants since
1994, and use of these tests has been on the increase.
In 1958, Pope Pius XII condemned lie-detectors because they "intrude into man's interior
domain. "
*Studies keep revealing that even eyewitnesses to crimes often either retain distorted memories
thereof, or develop these afterward, often in response to suggestions by other people, including the
police (Scientific American, 6/03).
Sex Offenses
*According to the best available national statistics, 52 % of rapists in the US are arrested for
new crimes within 3 years of leaving prison (AP in ,S£S, 8 Jan. 03).
*End-point solutions to societal problems brought on by high-level causes just simply do not
work. In response to an explosion of sex crimes against children, many states passed laws that sex
offenders had to register, which made a lot of people happy for several years until they recently
discovered that the states simply have not managed to keep track with their registries. In some states,
30% or more of sex offenders have somehow gotten lost from the surveillance that these registries
were supposed to enable (,SfS, 7 Feb. 03).
In California alone (and this is probably where they belong), there are over 76,000 registered
sex offenders, and over 33,000 more who are not registered and of whom the police have lost track.
This is a total of more than 100,000, not counting uncaught, unconvicted, and presumedly no longer
registered sex offenders from earlier years. Reportedly, the situation is not much better in most other
states (AP in ,SfS, 8 Jan. 03).
*On account of a legal technicality, the State of California had to turn loose ahout 800 people
either being held on sex offense charges, including child molesting, or already convicted of them,
though a great many of these are expected to return right back to their life of sexual crime.
However, the biggest and almost only point the media made out of all of this was that among these
800 were 3 priests, including an 82-year-old, accused or convicted of child-molesting (,S£S,1317/03).
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or 60s, but in Buffalo, NY, a 90-year-old man raped 2 little girls. He had been released from prison
only 5 years earlier after having been sentenced for sexually abusing a minor (AP in SHA, 29/10/99).
Patterns Amon~ the Poor Related to Crime
*A very common phenomenon=primarily among certain racial and minority groups-Is to be
uncooperative with police when one has been criminally assaulted, and sometimes even with health
care providers when one has been injured by assailants. An example is a Syracuse man who was
found with 6 stab and 2 head wounds at 2:00 am, who spit on paramedics who tried to help him and
was belligerent with police officers. Such lack of cooperation apparently has several motives: fear
of revenge from one's attackers if one reveals who they were, apprehension that cooperation with
medical or police authorities will disclose that one is a wanted cnminal or an illegal alien, hostility
toward authority generally, and just plain hostility toward everyone.
A very similar phenomenon that is actually extremely common is for witnesses of ghetto
crimes to rapidly flee the scene so that they do not get questioned, or to deny that they saw or heard
anything. A very serious crime may be committed and witnessed by scores of people, none of whom
will own up to having seen or heard anything.
*We commented before on how peculiarly and innocuously crime victims in high-crime
neighborhoods explain what went on, such as "Here I was just standing on the comer at 3:00 am
when suddenly I felt somebody pushing a knife into me from the back, even though I don't know
who did it and I don't have any enemies." A Syracuse man was stabbed in the chest in 1997, shot
in the thigh in 2001, and shot in the head in 2003, at which time he was only 25 years-old. As he
described it, he was merely sitting in his car at a stop sign when someone in a group standing at the
comer shot at him (5£5, 29/1/03).
*A combination convenience store and gas station in SSrSuse closed down in 2/02 "because
of the roughness of the area, the shoplifting and robberies" ( P , 29/1/03, p. C2). This has been
a common kind of event in the US since the 1960s: stores in certain (almost always urban ghetto)
areas just cannot make it because of the breakdown of society. The few that do are often owned by
immigrants willing to take risks--and to shoot dead anyone trying to hold them up by keeping guns
very close at hand.
*Many recipients of government benefit checks are not too smart, and when they try to scam
the government, their schemes can be very primitive. In 2002, a man on Supplemental Social
Security income (SSI) claimed that he never received his check, requested that another one be made
out to him, and then managed to cash both of them. Soon word spread like wildfire among SSI
recipients, and many others started to do the same thing on purpose. Some of them got away with
as much as $11,000. When the government inevitably caught up with them, they were made to repay
their fraudulent gains out of their future checks, which might take them years of getting even less
money than they did before (S£S, 29/7/03).
Shopliftin~ or Its Equivalent
*Shoplifting is continuing to increase sharply in the US, reaching a high of $10.23 billion in
2001, which is an amazing increase of about 20% in just one year (5£5, 17111/02). Maybe all the
Wall Street hoods took to shoplifting once their bubble burst.
There were nearly one million arrests in the US in the year 2001 for shoplifting, which cost
retailers more than $10 billion a year, which of course is paid for by other shoppers. Shopkeepers
turn in only about 24 % of the shoplifters they catch. About one-quarter of shoplifters are teenagers
who steal on a dare or in groups. Adults are apt to become addicted to it, but many of them will
throw the stolen item away as soon as they have successfully stolen it, underlining that the thrill of
it all is what is at issue more than the material gain. Many such kleptomaniacs steal regularly, even
daily. This was underlined by the shoplifting of media celebrity Winona Ryder, who actually cut
holes in the clothes that she stole to get the tags off, which meant that she would never have worn
the stolen items CI.i.m.k, 18/11/02).
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would throw them all into prison, while the Muslims would chop their hands off (we suggest starting
with just a few fingers) which would leave their minds intact but certainly constitute a big obstacle
to them shoplifting in the future.
Apparently, a relatively new crime specialty is to become a career shoplifter, meaning that
one shoplifts large quantities of things, and/or things that quickly mount up to a high value, on an
ongoing basis, making a living from reselling these. Hispanic women seem to be very prominent in
this enterprise. One such career criminal was a woman from New York City who was part of a ring
of five or six people who would travel to the Syracuse area just for shopliftmg sprees. This woman
bagged $13,000 worth of women's clothes in just a few weeks from just one shopping center. When
she was sentenced, it was not even clear who she was and what her real name was because she had
so many aliases and different dates of birth (SfS, 4 Feb. 03).
*An increasingly common-but probably short-lived-trick is for people to go to a store, take
an item off the shelf, and present it to the cashier with the claim that they had bought it there earlier,
were returning it for a refund, but had lost their receipt.
Identity Theft & Creation
*Identity theft has been skyrocketing in the US, mostly as a way of stealing people's money.
We are pleased to announce that the highest rate of identity theft takes place in the District of
Columbia, with 123 per 100,000 population, followed at some distance by California with 91 per
100,000. By far the majority of these thefts involved credit cards, followed by phone or utility
frauds and so on down the line (CR, 10/03). What we would like to see is identity thieves stealing
identities from each other. The ease with which identity theft is conducted also underlines how easily
terrorists might take advantage of it. One identity theft ring single-handedly stole the identities of
ca. 30,000 victims, though for relatively small sums for a total of a mere $2.7 million (SfS,
29/11/02).
*It is particularly distressing that so much identity theft in the US is perpetrated by foreigners,
both legal and illegal ones, the Nigerians being particularly adept at it for some reason (SfS,
29/11/02.
*A Syracuse University freshman (no less), only 19-years old and a computer science major,
managed to produce 70 fake driver's licenses and sell them for between $30-$50 apiece. Students
buy these not in order to drive, but to use them in drinking establishments to prove that they are old
enough (21) to drink. The only way the above malefactor was caught was by trying to use one of
his own fakes to buy liquor in a bar (SfS, 7 May 03).
Some Unusual--Perhaps One of a Kind?--Crimes
*Our local newspaper, the Syracuse Post-Standard, has started a column telling stories of
funny or incredible crimes committed in the area, some unbelievable, many apparently by rather
stupid people. An example is a man who wanted to buy one super-sized bottle of beer at a
convenience store-on credit. When the 17-year-old clerk told him that the store did not sell on
credit, the man stormed out vowing to come back with a gun to shoot the clerk. Unable to rustle up
a gun soon, he came back a while later with a mere knife, and tried to stab the clerk who ran outside
and called police, who quickly caught the man. The columnist often draws the lessons from some
of these crimes, such as in the above case, that in jail, the man would have to content himself with
water.
*Some crime stories are too delicious to pass up. A Syracuse police officer saw two women
in distress in a ghetto area at 4:00 am after their car had run out of gasoline in below-zero
temperatures. The generous police officer helped one to get a gas can, drove her to a service station
for gasoline, and then back to her car. Their car would still not start, so the police officer invited
the women to sit in his warm car while he tried to get their car started, and finally did. The women
went back to their car and drove off. The police officer went back to his car and found that files he
had kept on the back seat had been savaged, and two cell phones had been stolen. He went in pursuit
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next to their car where they had thrown them into the snow when he stopped them. At that point,
it was also found that the driver had no driver's license (SPS, 17/2/03).
*Entitlement? When a Syracuse woman was told that she could not use food stamps to buy
cigarettes, she got so indignant that she trashed the store and assaulted the clerk, and then stormed
out of the store to try her luck at another one (S£S, 31 Oct. 02).
*In 8/03, computer hackers were able to infiltrate for the first time the US Navy-Marine
Intranet. At the same time, the operations of Air Canada and the third-largest US railroad were
slowed or halted because of virus infiltrations (S£S, 22/8/03).
*Near Syracuse, 8 people sued a woman they worked with for $600,000 because she had
urinated into their coffee pot in order to spite them, but she got caught on a surveillance camera.
Further, the wives of 4 of her colleagues sued for $200,000 each because their husbands could no
longer "mingle freely in society" without becoming the objects of "jokes and derision" (S£S,
18/4/03).

*A matter of desire and self-determination. In Germany, a man with a perverse sexual
"orientation" developed the urge to feast on human flesh, discussed this with others, and one
charitable soul agreed to be butchered by the man and cannibalized, with the butchering being
videotaped. The cannibal then got on the Internet and discussed the killing and eating of humans
with 430 others, and also found several other victims. When finally caught, he was only prosecuted
for murder because there is no German law against cannibalism (Weserkurier, 1817/03; source item
from Susanne Hartfiel).
*There is a deaf prostitute in our area who, amazingly, is able to communicate within seconds
to men who are total strangers to her that she is willing to perform sexual favors for money, and one
can only wonder (or at least we do) how she does it.
Women's Peculiar Attraction to Criminal & Imprisoned Men
*We continue our coverage of the peculiar phenomenon of masses of women being absolutely
ravenous for romantic and sexual relations with imprisoned criminal offenders. In 1986, a man
strangled an 18-year-old girl in Central Park in NYC, allegedly during "rough sex," and came to be
known as the "Preppie Killer." Prosecutors said that during the crime, he was both drunk and high
on drugs. Apparently, the only thing that gave him celebrity status was that his victim was from a
well-to-do prominent family. He was sentenced to prison, where he continued to be a troublemaker,
managed to acquire drugs, was found to possess weapons, and assaulted a guard. However, he
received masses of letters from women who wanted to meet him, including who wanted to have sex
with him, and he somehow managed to "pimp off" many of them to other prisoners for drugs.
Because of his bad behavior, he had to serve his full sentence, but being considered a celebrity
prisoner, scores of journalists, including with 6 satellite trucks, were outside the prison when he was
released in 2/03 in zero weather. He is still considered dangerous, but since he served his full
sentence, nothing can be done about it (S£S, 15/2/03).
*Men: here is one way to get hundreds of women romantically interested in you: kill your
pregnant wife and her baby, as Scott Peterson is believed to have done, who has since been flooded
with letters in jail from women who would like to throw themselves at him, including a woman who
had murdered her husband (SfS, 16/6/03). Sadly, no women subscribers to TIPS have ever made
comparable offers to the TIPS editor.
*While everybody has heard of hank rohher Willie Sutton ("Why do you keep robbing
banks?" "Because that's where the money is. "), hardly anyone has heard of Eddie Chambers
Dodson, although he had robbed more banks than any other individual, including 64 banks during
just 8 months of 1983-84 alone. He also set a record by robbing 6 banks in a single day. Nor is that
all: he was a gentleman bandit who was very popular with the women tellers he robbed, and with
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up for quality. Sadly, we were deprived of the pleasure of his diversity by his death in 2/03.
Miscellaneous Crime News
*One reason why there are so many illegal immigrants in the US is that there are big crime
rings that specialize in smuggling immigrants into the country illegally. The fees for being smuggled
have risen dramatically since 2001 because it has become more difficult. These rings are usually
ruthless and think nothing of wasting a few of the lives of the people they are trying to smuggle, and
sometimes they outright murder their victims for the sake of expediency (AP in SPS, 24/1/03).
*It is hard to believe that Mexican drug cartels are actually operating multi-million-dollar
marijuana fields in California (1) national parks, and are guarding them with automatic rifles
(Newsweek, 26/5/03). This sounds like a nation within a nation.
*The experts tell us that a lot of people who end up as adult criminals have had a history of
animal cruelty in their childhood or adolescence (e.g., SPS, 21/11/02). This implies that a child's
cruelty to animals should be taken very seriously and not dismissed as something that the child will
grow out of.
*So-called "scared straight" programs bring youths at risk of conflict with the law into prisons
to get stem talkings-to by prisoners, and some role-playing. Unfortunately, some people have
interpreted this as a program to help youths "make better choices."
Police Issues
*Even though more and more criminals in Britain have been using weapons, a survey of
13,000 British police officers found that 78% did not want to carry guns on everyday duties, and an
amazing 60% said that they would rather resign than carry firearms (~,
13/5/03). This is a
wonderful vestige of a long British tradition of bobbies carrying no more than a nightstick, and at
least prior to the triumph of modernism, British criminals virtually never carrying or using knives
and guns in reciprocation.
*We are all familiar with the news photos and film of people being arrested or led around
under arrest, with them trying to hide their identity by bending over, putting pieces of clothing in
front of themselves, covering their faces, etc. In 2/03, we saw for the first time such a picture in
which it was not the arrested person (the "celebrity" Courtney Love) that was trying to hide her
identity, but a police officer who was escorting that person. The officer held a sweater in front of
his face, as well as bent over. Once again, this is what things have come to: police officers who
arrest certain people are so afraid of retribution that they try to hide their identity (AP picture in 5£5,
5 Feb. 03).
Rates or Amount of Imprisonment
*Every year, the US prison system sets new record highs. In 2002, there were over 2.1
million prisoners. Of these, 6.8 % are female. This makes for 1 male prisoner per 110 US residents,
but for about 10% of all "black" men (AP in ~,
28/7/03).
*On any given day, there are five times as many people with mental disorders in US jails and
prisons as there are in psychiatric facilities (5£5, 30/4/03).
*Around 2000, there were almost 110,000 teens in US juvenile facilities (S£S., 30/4/03).
*The British prison system is near its maximum capacity, with about 12% of the prisoners
being foreign. The plan now is to deport as many of the foreign prisoners as possible to their
countries of origin, which for many of them will probably be the worst punishment even if they were
set free there (Sydne.y Momin~ Herald, 11 Jan. 03; source item from John Armstrong).
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nursing homes) would likely protest that they are not prisons, and yet the newspapers will report that
someone "escaped" from them. For instance, there is an Elmcrest Children's Center in Syracuse only
a few blocks away from where the TIPS editor lives, and when a 15- and l6-year old absconded from
it, the police charged them with "felony escape," and this is how it was reported in the newspaper-and in a headline yet (SID., 4 Nov. 98).
Conditions in Prisons
*While for years, the US prison population has been increasing, the staffing levels have
actually dropped, and correspondingly, inmate violence has increased. In 2000-2001, there were
42,000 reported assaults among inmates, and who knows how many unreported ones (Newsweek, 8
Sept. 03).
*At least in the Syracuse jail, roughly 5% of the visitors try to bring in contraband to the
prisoners they are trying to visit. One 55-year-old mother was caught trying to smuggle drugs to her
son who was in already in jail on drug charges and parole violation (SfS, 11 July 03). One can only
wonder why a mother would thusly aid-and-abet her son's drug addiction.
*The superintendent of a New York State prison was suspended when it was discovered that
he collected salary and benefits for times when he had not worked (S£S., 10 Oct. 03). This just goes
to show that one can get corrupted by the company one keeps.
*A men's jail in New York City was the proud owner of a picture by Salvador Dali in
charcoal and water color, worth more than $500,000, and displayed it prominently in the jail lobby
for 16 years. In 3/03, some correction officers managed to steal it, which once again shakes one's
faith about what goes on in prisons.
*A teenager in detention in Australia said "Every time people come here saying they can help
us, things get worse. Nothing good ever happens" (Sydney Mornin~ Herald, 28/7/03; source item
from John Armstrong).
*On one of the North Carolina Outer Banks islands, reachable only by a ferry, there are a
nursing home and a prison. During the big hurricane Isabel warning in 9/03, the nursing home was
evacuated, but officials said, "We are not sure what we are going to do about the prison" (SfS.,
16/9/03).
*Human rights groups have reported that women in Turkish prisons, and particularly Kurdish
women and those with dissident political views, were apt to be raped, abused and assaulted (S£S,
27/2/03). To us, this suggests strongly that Turkey is not ready to be considered a European country ,
unless of course the same thing becomes common in the countries of the European union.
Peculiarities of Prison, & Their Chicanery
*In some California prisons, electronic monitoring bracelets are placed on all prisoners arul
all guards so that someone in the central office knows at anyone time exactly where everybody is.
Attempts to take off the bracelets trigger an alarm.
*Nelson Mandela reported that the chicanery in South African prisons was such that a request
for a new toothbrush might take anywhere from 6-12 months of contention with the authorities
(Parabola, Summer 03).
*Who would have thought that letters to a prison in the US that have any little sticker on
them, such as an angel or star sticker at Christmas time, pictures of wildlife etc., are apt to be
returned to the sender with a notice, "stickers not allowed."
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York, guards have often turned a blind-eye to inmates and visitors having sex (SPS, 15/2/03)--for
both better and worse, depending who had sex with whom.
More on "Serving" by Prisoners
We continue our previous coverages on prisoners "serving" prison personnel, i.e., throwing
urine or feces at them.
*Corrections officers are so "pissed off" at being "served" that they have been successful in
passing laws imposing extreme penalties for this kind of behavior. One prisoner in NY State who
was already serving a 20-year sentence threw urine at a prison officer, and had 21h-5 years added to
his sentence just because of it, and additionally was fined $5000 though it is not clear just how a
poverty-stricken prisoner would be able to pay such a fine (Sf.S, 24/9/03). We would have thought
that being served with urine would be vastly preferable to other kinds of service, including quite
likely services such as having a case manager, being in day rehab, etc.
*Because at one time, prisoner "serving" was virtually unknown, there were no laws against
it. Now, more and more states are passing laws that make it a felony to "place bodily fluids on law
enforcement officers." One irony is that a prisoner may be in for a relatively short sentence, but may
get sentenced to life for "serving" a law official. In other words, someone might have gotten off
with a light sentence for rape and murder, but now gets a life sentence for an act of "serving" (e.g.,
Sf.S, 4 July 03). Can one really blame a prison officer for becoming killing-mad over getting
handsful of sticky, stinky poop thrown all over his body and face, and that by a prisoner whom most
people would characterize as the scum of the earth?
*With the quality of prisoners in the US having gone so much downhill in recent years, as
we have amply documented, prison people have invented a whole new inventory of defensive gadgets.
There are transparent plastic shields euphemistically called "spit guards" that guards can carry against
"being served," and a specially designed knife without a sharp tip to cut down prisoners who have
hung themselves.
*We thought it had been primarily prison officers who got served by prisoners, but now we
discover that prisoners also serve each other. For instance, a prisoner may take a scoop of feces and
swing it around the bars of his cell so that it lands inside the adjacent cell and its inmate. Ironically,
this sometimes happens because the serving prisoner thinks that the served prisoner has committed
a vastly more heinous crime and deserves to be served.
Work & Other Valued Roles. Some of Them Problematic, for Prisoners
*Between 1875-1882, a railroad was built in western North Carolina in difficult mountainous
territory. North Carolina law permitted the use of convict labor, but over 500 convicts lost their lives
while doing the work (Sakowski, 1993).
*Hirsch, W. (as told to V. Ullman). (1964). Treat them human. New York: Crown. The
author was the county sheriff in Lucas County (around Toledo), Ohio, for 10 years, and during that
time, he never carried a gun or used handcuffs or irons on any prisoner. Instead, he gained their
cooperation by reasoning with them and otherwise by having positive expectations towards them.
Although the book was published in 1964, it sounds contemporary in his distinction between sin and
crime, confining crime to only those offenses of violence towards either body or property, and
relegating everything else=including such things as prostitution, alcoholism, drug abuse, etc.v-to the
category of sin. He says that many reformers mistakenly believe that the human being will become
perfect if denied the opportunity to sin (p. 42). He also emphasizes strongly the role of both family
and faith in keeping children from turning bad, especially children who grow up under unfavorable
circumstances, such as in great poverty and with very little education. In fact, he says explicitly (on
p. 143) that "inevitably men will break laws if they are without a spiritual or communal life. "
He tells many stories of fudging the law or at least not enforcing it to the limit, of making
exceptions, using personal influence, etc. In fact, he decries the increasing formalization of the law

-36and of society, and-without using the word+the increase of decommunitization and the loss of
informal social structures and supervision of children, as well as the loss of a sense of personal
responsibility of neighbor for neighbor.
He also was supervisor of the city workhouse for 19 years, during 18 of which he made a
profit for the city, and during his term as sheriff, he never spent all of the money that was budgeted
to him. He had the workers run a farm and work at a stone quarry, introduced ball games at which
the prisoners would play local men's clubs, and picnics to which the prisoners' families were
welcome to come, and invited both clergy and lay missionaries of all faiths into the workhouse. He
also used his personal influence to have jobs waiting for the prisoners once they were released. There
was also a county jail for people sentenced for misdemeanors, and those convicted of felonies went
to the state penitentiary.
*At least into the 1970s, a surprisingly large proportion of new crossword puzzles were
composed by prison inmates. For instance, 25 % of the puzzles in two New York puzzle magazines
were composed by prisoners. One man serving a life-sentence in an Ohio penitentiary sold 250
puzzles to the newspapers in 1965 alone (Millington, 1974). We do not know whether this practice
continued, but we doubt it seriously, because the imperial powers in the prison systems always
manage to kill off anything that is constructive.
*Around 1970, American criminologists began to give up on rehabilitation of prisoners, and
the emphasis shifted to putting offenders in prison and keeping them there so as to at least protect
the general public. In the 199Os,the trend began to shift back a bit toward rehabilitation, the results
of which remain to be seen (Scientific American, 5/03).
*In some prisons, prisoners convicted of murder, rape, armed robbery and similar offenses
have been forming rock bands to "demonstrate the rehabilitative power of music," to perform
concerts on TV, and make recordings. However, victims of these offenders who accidentally
happened to see them perform on TV were, to say the least, "disconcerted" (Newsweek, 27/11102).
Stone Walls Do Not a Prison Make, Nor Keep a Prisoner From Staying in Touch
*Apparently, a vast number of prisoners in Scandinavia are managing to have cell phones
smuggled in, to the point where prison authorities have begun to install jamming equipment (AP in
SfS, 2 July 03). Apparently, prisons in these countries need more chicanery.

*A man with a very long history of sexual offenses, after committing yet more, nonetheless
managed to make sexually threatening phone calls to at least 19 women from a jailhouse phone in
Nevada while awaiting his next trial (Newsweek, 24/2/03). We have to conclude that the major
reason this can happen is that the prisons are so desperate to earn money from their pay phones, as
covered before.
Prisoners' PC & Other Rights
In Europe, prison sentences commonly entailed loss of all sorts of citizen privileges and socalled "honor," and continued such losses upon release. To this day, European courts sometimes
hand out sentences that include loss of certain citizenship privileges, including voting. There is some
irony in the fact that even as more and more people in the US have been sent to prison, more and
more of them are being allowed to vote once they get out. Not only that, but there is also a big
movement afoot to grant voting rights to convicted felons in US prisons. Apparently, the mostly
liberal and Afro-American circles that are behind this campaign are very unclear on citizenship
identity, and that there are obligations that go with the rights. One of the motives of this movement
is to build up an African-American vote bloc in prisons to elect African-American politicians (AP
in SfS, 24/9/03).
Elections in the US not only involve votes for candidates, but sometimes also for specific legal
and funding measures. One could easily see where all the pedophiles in prison might want to vote
for a law that legalizes adult sex with children.
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*The big dilemma with prisons is that at least as far as habitual and major offenders are
concerned, the alternatives are even more appalling: the death penalty, drugging people into
incapacitation, or brain-washing them, the last two of which are assaults on the freedom of the human
spirit. Plain old-fashioned incarceration at least leaves the spirit free.
*In 1979, Czech playwright (and later prime minister) Vaclav Havel was put in prison on
trumped-up charges of subversion. There he was subjected to repetitive labor, relentless harassment
and suffered chronic ill health. Yet that is where he deepened his thinking and purified his morality.
Problematic Fits of Punishment With Crime
There is a close relationship between ideology and severity of punishment. For ideological
reasons, some crimes are punished with great severity, and others are hardly punished at all.
*Either the criminal justice system does not consider forcible rape a very serious offense, or
it is totally overrun with criminals whose crimes are even more heinous, making rape look puny.
Rapists have been let out on parole early even while they were still relatively young, and then
sometimes recommitted the same kind of offense within weeks.
In Rochester, NY, a man had committed rape, sodomy and robbery, and was released at age
35 after serving 18 years in prison, but failed to register as a sex offender as required by law.
Within 2 months, he menaced two women with a gun, but was let out on a mere $100 bail. Two
months after that, he was arrested for raping and sodomizing two women on different occasions, one
of them twice at gun point. Things like that bring about a total loss of faith of the public in the
criminal justice system, and ordinary people can hardly be blamed for feeling that capital punishment
is essential to put an end once and for all to certain kinds of predatorship.
*As we keep reporting, the one crime on which Americans are extremely reluctant to crack
down is drunken driving. Even people with innumerable drunken driving convictions and accidents
somehow or other manage to keep drinking and driving until they kill somebody, and even then this
may put them out of commission for only a few years. One should not be fooled by judicial rhetoric
about this crime, and the stern lectures judges give at sentencing.
*In Ohio, a drunk driver in a rage ran his vehicle deliberately into that of another person, as
a result of which his victim had to spend a year in a wheelchair. Not too long ago, and still in other
societies, the malefactor would have been put to death, but in our enlightened age, he was sentenced
to alcohol rehabilitation, including to spend 3 months in a wheelchair, which we would think would
be very educational, and quadruply merciful considering that the victim had to spend a full year in
it. However, handicapped people were not amused (Mouth, 5/03).
*A woman in Ohio helped her husband to forcibly impregnate her teenage daughter via a
syringe. The husband was put in prison for 20 years, while the mother was let out after 8 months
(S£S, 5 Feb. 03). This seems to be a parallel to the hate crime insanity, except that the punishment
depends on who commits the crime.
*A man wandered through a Syracuse neighborhood squeezing off about 24 shots and
terrifying the neighbors. When police arrived, he pointed his loaded rifle at the police. A police
officer risked his life to disarm him, but when the man was brought before a judge, he was released
on $5000 bail, to the revulsion of the people in the neighborhood that he had shot up. As one of
them said, "The judge must not be living in that neighborhood" (S£S, 14/9/03).
The Death Penalty
*Tom Doody drew to our attention how many people who have been victims of crimes, or
who have lost relatives to crimes, keep saying that the killing of the killers would give them
"closure." The abstract construct of "closure" has certainly become very convenient, vague and
bizarre as it is.
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unusual, in that it may require a butchering of the person in order to find a vein, can be savagely
painful and/or induce terror in the person who gets gradually paralysed into suffocation without a
means of communicating this terror (e.g., SfS, 11 Oct. 03). Now there is an increasing body of
evidence that the main reason it has been adopted quickly and almost wholesale all over the US is
because, being medicalized, it .l.QQks. neater.
*A US federal appeals court ruled that insane state prisoners condemned to death can be
forcibly administered psychiatric drugs to make them sane enough to qualify for execution (~,
11
Feb. 03). The irony is that these drugs may destroy their minds even more.
*Wilbert Rideau, who spent over 40 years in a Louisiana prison for cold-bloodedly shooting
and stabbing 3 people during a bank robbery, 2 of whom ended up dead, has been called "the most
rehabilitated prisoner in American prisons." He became a jailhouse lawyer who has been successful
in having his conviction overturned 3 times, in part because of claims of racial discrimination, and
yet he has been unable to offer even the simplest apology for his crime. The most he can say about
It is to stammer out something along the lines of "A lot of bad things happened." Nonetheless,
parole boards have recommended 4 times that he be outright pardoned. The people who want to set
him free are the usual suspects of newspaper people, university professors and lawyers. Rather
painfully, one of their arguments is that other convicted murderers have been released much more
leniently (Newsweek, 13/1/03). We keep warning over and over: the more such shenanigans take
place, and the more the public finds out about it, the more they will insist on the death penalty
because, as Stalin put it so succinctly, "No man, no problem. "
*As of 1/03, there were 51 Mexican citizens on US death rows (SfS, 27/1/03).
*When the US Supreme Court ruled in 2002 (Atkins v. Virginia) that the death penalty for
mentally retarded offenders was unconstitutional, one of the major arguments was that such persons
were deficient in "reasoning, judgment, and control of their impulses," and had "significant
limitations in adaptive skills such as communication, self-care, and self-direction." Now here is the
irony: the liberals, politically correct, and constructionists who are in a mode of denial that mental
retardation entails any impairment of mentality, judgment, and self-direction wildly applauded the
Supreme Court reasoning. This is totally inconsistent.
News of the Season, & Other Seasons As Well, & PeQl)le's Relationship to Time
We continue our commentary on the fact that in the culture of modernism, feasts and holidays
are not observed when they traditionally have been held, but whenever one wants them. As people
lose their sense of seasons and holidays, they also lose many other things: meaning, cultural
traditions and stories, a sense of rhythm and time, and inner depth. Feast days become seasons,
Sundays or the Sabbath are no longer different from other days, and digital clocks and watches
represent time as segmented moments rather than in relation to the entire time of the day. What
further changes people's relationship to time is that spacing of events and scenes on TV and in
movies has dramatically changed over recent decades, and aids and abets hyperactivity, with
incredibly frequent and fast changes of scenes.
*On August 13, 2003, we received our first advertisements for Christmas decorations,
inaugurating not only the Christmas but also the Halloween and Thanksgiving seasons, items for
which were also lavishly included in the catalogue. We can only say that this was a scandalously late
start for the Halloween season-only 2% months in advance!
*In our area, an annual Christmas parade of boats has been held for 9 years every September
along a waterway in which boats parade by decorated in a Christmas motif to raise money. In 2002,
one of the boats was a "Ship of Fools," and in 2003, that ship also held a wedding reception during
the parade. Every year, a different charity is the recipient of the admissions fee; in 2003, when 80
boats participated, the beneficiary was the Special Olympics (~,
21/9/03).
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year long. The Christmas season has become the Christmas year every year all year long.
*The first Christmas film on TV that we saw listed in 200 1 was on the day after
Thanksgiving, November 23, and ironically it was on the PAX Christian TV network.
*Because almost everybody in the modernistic culture observes Christmas before Christmas
actually arrives, and ends the observance with the arrival of Christmas day, people who try to
maintam the reality that Christmas has not arrived until the evening of December 24 have a very hard
time enjoying Christmas, because about 99% of all the Christmas events are held before then, and
they have no place to go to during the real Christmas season (through January 6), such as to
Christmas plays, concerts, or even displays. This means that if one eschews Christmas events before
Christmas, one will not have access to any after Christmas, making Christmas a very, very private
in-home thing. Of course, this also means that the true Christmas season-which used to last from
December 25 until January 6--is totally obliterated.
*The Destiny's Child singing group of three well-endowed pretty young ladies performed a
Christmas mini-concert, all dressed in Santa Claus costumes-except
that one of the performers
showed almost all of her boobs, another much of her butt, and the third did both. Where are our
Talibans when we really need them?
*We were struck when our local newspaper announced on December 27 that "Christmas was
over." Traditionally, Christmas has lasted 12 days, and a newspaper would never dare to announce
that after the second day of Kwanzaa, which lasts a week, that Kwanzaa was over.
*African-American Christians are particularly put into a quandary by the arrival of the
Kwanzaa festival, because it lasts from 26 December to 1 January=overlapping with some of the 12
days of Christmas. Considering that most people celebrate Christmas before Christmas and fall into
a heap of exhaustion on December 26, these poor people have to start up all over again when they
desire to observe this contrived feast.
*In 2003, we noticed for the first time that the winter solstice, which always falls on
December 21, has become a solstice season that begins to be observed about December 10 with all
sorts of festivities, usually with a pagan or new-age flavor, and decidedly in opposition to a
traditional Christmas feast.
*There are people (including people with children) who decorate their Christmas trees with
shiny condom packages (S£S, 11 Jan. 04).
*The latest manifestation of the materialism component of the culture of modernism is the
promotion of "self-gifting" for holidays, meaning that one gives gifts to oneself.
*In 2/03, we first learned that at least at Syracuse University, there is also such a thing as
"Annual Performance Review season," soon after the "holiday season."
*St. Patrick's Day is March 17, but we noticed last year that it, too, had become a vaguelydefined season, with activities pertaining to it starting on Feb. 12. The official big-shindig St.
Patrick's Day parade in Syracuse took place on March 2. We were taken a little aback to discover
that one of its prominent participants in uniform was a Korean (which took nerve!), but this gave us
a brilliant idea that all Irish should be banned from St. Patrick's Day parades in favor of Koreans so
as to add a little diversity to the festivities.
*In the stores in 2003, Easter season started the day after Valentine's day, and even before
Lent had begun.
*Germans (81 %) no longer see, or know of, any connection between the Easter feast and
Christ's resurrection. They consider it a family feast WIth good food and drink and a Spazier~ang
(leisurely walk) and/or as a time to take a vacation (NY Staats-zeitun~, 19/4/03).
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University campus was "celebrated" by posters being plastered everywhere showing two naked young
men in an embrace, with the words "make love... accept, embrace, encourage" on the poster. When
some people complained that the posters were "provocative," they were viciously assaulted in print
(Daily Oram~e, 3 Oct. 03). Another poster screamed out "Be Gay!!," which just goes to show that
so much of this propaganda has nothing to do with tolerance, but with the out-and-out promotion of
homosexuality .
*In the 6 Oct. 03 Time issue, we saw a full page ad of two women sweetly embracing each
other, with a very big line of print below announcing VDAY, with the "V" in red. We thought to
ourselves "Oh no, the Vagina Monologues have spawned a VDAY," or even a VD Day, but to our
relief we found that V stands for "Violence Against Women and Girls." However, despite the size
of the ad, it did not announce which day of the year was VDAY, though it is October that has been
designated Domestic Violence Awareness Month, perhaps in coordination with "Coming Out" season.
As is the case with so many of these designated weeks and months, they never really seem
to stop. In our area, domestic violence events actually kept running through all of November.
Human Nature
We have decided to start a new topic heading in TIPS, and to try to carry it mostly in the
December issue. Under this heading we will cover topics that we might otherwise have spread across
several different headings.
The question of "the nature of human nature" is one of the most ideologically confused and
hotly contested, even though the empirical evidence of history--i.e., how humans have always acted
and tended to act-would put the lie to many of these ideological claims.
*Pinker, S. (2002). The blank slate: The modem denial of human nature. New York: Viking.
Among the more fundamental assumptions about human nature is whether it is either more-or-less
the same across the ages, or radically changeable. The former position is held mostly by those who
believe that either God or nature has fashioned the human being or the human race. Adherents of
the latter position go as far as to deny that there are natural human qualities and characteristics, and
claim that humans can be infinitely shaped and remolded, usually by processes of socialization and
social control, but possibly by humans taking charge of their own evolutionary process.
One definition of what constitutes a liberal is that liberals believe that politics can fix whatever
is wrong with the world, since they also believe that the problems of the world result from the wrong
people with the wrong ideas having too much power, and that it is through politics that their power
can be taken away and assumed by the liberals. In contrast, conservatives tend to believe in the
shortcomings and imperfectibility of human nature and the human condition, and that politics is
neither a utopia nor a religion, but a necessary task for restraining human disfunctionality, and for
improving at least somewhat on at least approximate justice.
*Discoyer (10/02) carried a fascinating article on the impacts of the ideological warfares about
human nature on child-rearing. First of all, many parties militantly deny that there is such a thing
as human nature. A corollary of this ideology is that the child is a blank slate (tabula rasa) that can
be inscribed in any way whatever by experience, and primarily that which is arranged by parents and
society. Psychological theories that rely primarily on associationalleaming tend to be allied with this
worldview, as do the more sociological theories that try to explain everything in terms of cultural
influence. Most recently, the constructionists have joined this camp. There has been a big fear that
if it could be shown that people are different by nature, this would open the door to discrimination,
oppression or eugenics, which may have some truth to it but should not lead to the denial of other
truths.
Of course, this ideology also implies that there are no differences then among racial and ethnic
groups, even though they may have been separated genetically for hundreds of thousands of years,
and lived under radically different environments. In fact, one motive behind these ideologies has
been to combat all sorts of prejudices about races, ethnic groups, non-Western cultures and even sex
differences.
The denial that humans by nature enjoy beauty in their environment, natural light, and things
of human scale, has led to the construction of innumerable drab cement box buildings, and in fact
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of billions of people. Furthermore, the conviction that humans could be reshaped by massive social
engineering schemes has led to some of the greatest of atrocities in history.
If there is no human nature, then people presumedly can be raised in a socially engineered
environment so as to not acquire traits of selfishness, aggression and prejudice.
Among
anthropologists, Franz Boas was a prime example who taught this to innumerable other members of
the social sciences. In fact, scholars such as Ashley Montagu taught that humans have no instincts,
unlike (other) animals, which is of course totally irrational if one is a materialist.
Yet further, if there were such a thing as human nature that contained imperfections, this
would undermine the age-old human dreams of the perfectibility of the human, and some ideologists
find this unacceptable. For instance, Marx was adamant that human nature has no enduring
properties, and Mao Tse-tung went one step further in literally talking of the human as a blank page.
One result of all of this has been that the social sciences have been pontificating for
generations on the infinity of differences among cultural beliefs and practices, and have totally
ignored what only more recently has become quite evident, namely that an astonishing number of
aptitudes and tastes, ways of thinking, feeling and living, are held in common across the world, or
certainly at least across many cultures. Hundreds of traits, dealing with issues such as romantic love,
humorous insults, poetry, food, taboos, goods exchanges, and mourning of the dead can be found
in every society ever documented.
Furthermore, the dogma that human nature does not exist in the face of evidence to the
contrary has contributed to the contempt among many scholars in the humanities for the very concepts
of evidence and truth.
That all of this is in fact a religion is underlined by the fact that scientists who have challenged
these doctrines have been libeled, picketed, shouted-down and subjected to searing invective.
The article also pointed out that many academics and intellectuals these days publicly deny
the existence of intelligence while being privately obsessed with it, as evidenced in admission and
hiring policies, among other things. The very same people are strongly opposed to executing
mentally retarded offenders, however, and then suddenly start invoking IQ figures. They also invoke
IQ effects when pointing to lead poisoning in houses.
The article also pointed out the irony that while people are no longer having babies, they are
totally dominated by their sexuality which has evolved only for the purpose of having babies.
*It is amazing to consider that child-rearing experts have been recommending to parents that
they should put their children in control of their food choices without blaming them (e.g., Time,
22/1/01 )--and then are surprised when a few years later, there is an epidemic of child obesity.
*As some people have put it, prejudice may have a very bad press, but one cannot live
without it. And contrary to what some people think prejudice is, it not only involves social
judgments (i.e., about people), but innumerable others as well, such as prejudices about certain kinds
of food.
*Hendershott , A. (2002). The politics of deviance. San Francisco: Encounter Books. This
book castigates sociologists for having virtually abandoned and rejected the concept of deviancy. In
the 1980s, courses on deviancy were deleted from academic programs of many sociology
departments, and most current sociology texts reject the idea that any behavior should be defined as
deviant. The implication seems to be that people who were once defined as deviant are really
victims.
*According to the current anti-authoritarian, egalitarian, and radical individualistic worldview,
there really is no such thing as genius based on hereditary endowment. According to this worldview,
genius performance results from a confluence of opportunity and hard work.
*The 2002 book Aliens in America by P. A. Lawler makes the claim that the efforts of the
bio-tech industry to regulate all human functions and mental conditions with drugs involves a war
about the nature of human nature. Among other things, the bio-tech agenda advances the belief that
all problematic human states have a chemical foundation, and therefore also a chemical solution. He
claims that some of the better-known recent and contemporary intellectual thinkers and writers have
been depicting America as a "therapeutic democracy." Echoing an older theme of humans being a
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not be considered merely symptoms to be eradicated but as signs or gateways to the truth and to the
purpose of humans as humans.
*The claim just a few years ago that the human genome had been decoded was an almost total
fraud. It is commonly taught that there are roughly 30,000 genes in the human genome, but critics
now say that the number is more like 90,000 (Discover, 4/03).
*We have reported before that chimpanzees and humans share 99% of their genes, but now
we are told that mice and humans also share 99% of their genes, including the genes that cause mice
to have tails, except that the genes are arranged in a different order (S£S., 5 Dec. 02), which at least
in respect to the gene for tails is rather regrettable because the TIPS editor, at least, would be
extremely proud to brandish a stately tail that could he flicked at appropriate moments.
*Among other Enlightenment-type modernistic psychologies is the school of so-called "positive
psychology." This movement is said to operate on the assumption that it is possible to nurture the
all-around" good person," who is rich in virtues, free of vices, uniformly healthy and happy, without
a dark side or social or personality liabilities. In essence, one might liken this to the Enlightenment's
"unfallen human."
Along similar lines, the prominent American psychologist David Lykken argued in 1999 that
"happiness is the normal condition of humankind," and that in fact, humans were genetically
programmed for happiness (Cf, 2003, No.2).
*There is pretty general agreement that behaviorism as we know it was launched in 1913 by
psychologist John Watson (1878-1958), but a lot of people are unaware that the theory published by
Chomsky in 1959 that humans have hardwired foundations for linguistic structures is widely
considered to have dealt a death blow to behaviorism, not so much in its practice but to its radical
theoretical formulation.
*If materialism, especially in what has been called the form of biological materialism, has
validity, then the brain can affect the mind, but the mind (being a product of the brain) should not
be able to affect the brain. This is a great dilemma for the materialists because studies have found
that mental exercises, including those conducted as a form of psychotherapy against obsessivecompulsive behavior, can affect physical measures of the brain (FT, 5103).
*Here is a reminder that it is virtually impossible to factor out memory from other mental
processes. After all, when virtually all memory is wiped out, one gets things such as "Alzheimer's
disease." Yet there are schools of memory research that try to separate memory functions from other
aspects of cognition, and a lot of people who deal with their results are not aware how problematic
this is.
Relii:ion in Society
A reminder that we have regularly covered the topic of religion in the Decemher issue of TIPS
not only because it is relevant to the feasts of this time of year, but also because it has much
influence on human services, even those that are state-run and claim to be secular in nature. As we
teach in our training workshops, the human being is religious in its very nature, every human being
has a religion, and what people believe and value will affect everything they do=including in human
services. So what happens to specific service recipients in specific human services depends to a good
degree on the values and religions that pervade the society of that recipient.
The Incoherency of Modernistic People's Beliefs
We continue to report on the sometimes amazing, but often outright hilarious, incoherencies
in the religious beliefs of modernistic people, and especially Americans.
*In yet another report from the Gallup Institute, we are told that Americans have an intense
hunger for the spiritual, but do not know what they believe or why, and hold many mutually
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personal morality (SfS, 15/2/03).
*One of the things that the New Age belief systems have been doing is to try to "have"
spirituality without religion, which is just as bad as having religion (in the usual sense of the word)
without spirituality. The latter is rhetoric and ritual without a solid content, while the former-sat least
these days-Is mostly subjectivity and feeling, and a sense of what Harry Stack Sullivan called "the
uncanny" without any convictions about what it is or how one should relate to it.
*Nearly one-third of those 77 million Americans who identify themselves as "born-again
Christians" believe in astrology and/or reincarnation, and a large number are not affiliated with any
church (CS, 12 Sept. 02).
*The executive director of the Central New York Interreligious Council resigned in order to
take on an Evangelical Lutheran church pastorship=where he planned to practice Zen Buddhism (S£.S.,
4 Sept. 02).
*Allegedly, the people who go around asking "What would Jesus do?" are refusing to answer
the question "What would Jesus drive?"
*A German book has come out that tells people who do not believe in God that they can pray
nevertheless, and teaches them godless prayer.
*Who would have thought that in Ireland, the playing of pop songs (including the Titanic hit,
"My Heart Will Go On") at wedding Masses became so popular that the bishops had to ban the
practice (NCR, 20/4/03)? A movie made for entertainment, celebrating illicit sex shapes worship
practices!
*There is a new "reality TV" show in Britain, which is actually played out via computer so
it is not reality at all. In it, people assume Biblical characters, and pretend-via the computer game-that they are on the ark with all the animals. Viewers who log on via their own computers can
witness the interactions and the conversation (which will be printed out like "bubbles" in the comic
strips), and at the end of each 4 days, they vote one character off the ark. Foolish church people
claim it is a way to get the church into popular culture, to try to popularize theology, and might
generate much interest in the Bible and religion (source material from Doug Mouncey).
*Time (16/12/02) reports that "churches" (all the ones mentioned were Protestant) are
employing gimmicks to get kids to attend, and stay in, Sunday school, and most of the gimmicks are
related to modernistic entertainment culture. True, some things people are doing are simply good
pedagogies, e.g., involving all the children's senses in Bible stories; and ministers are going to where
people are found, rather than just waiting for them to show up at the church. But there still seems
to be a lot of poor judgment about the problems of capitulating to the modernistic idea that everything
must be entertainment, and that modernistic pop culture should be the standard model that the rest
of life=including church life-should emulate.
*While there are still 4200 distinct languages and dialects into which the Bible has not yet
been translated, it has been translated into Klingon, the artificial extra-terrestrial language in the Star
Trek TV series which already years ago became a cult language that some people specialized in (BR,
6/02).
*Even among many evangelical academics, post-modernism is much appreciated because it
debunks the kind of rationalism that was once used to attack and debunk religious faith.
Reli~ious Symbolism in Our Day. & In Irreli~ious Contexts
*On the one hand, every nation could claim to be "under God" (as in the currently hotly
contested American "Pledge of Allegiance"), assuming that there is a God; on the other hand, the
implications read into this phrase by a vast majority of Christian Americans are, or border on the,
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nation under nothing in particular." And the PC might prefer "one nation of infinite multicultural
diversity! "
*The most frequently cited biblical image in the Western media these days is that of David
being up against Goliath (.HR, 12/02), even though they may have no idea who these people were.
*The Bible begins with a beginning, namely the phrase, "In the beginning .... " This phrase
also starts the Gospel of John. This phrase has been widely appropriated in all sorts of other-often
ludicrous or worse-ways. Here are some examples (BR, 8/02):
In the beginning, there was:
The Beatles
Elvis Presley
Milton Berle
Shonen Knife (a female Japanese band)
Disneyland
See how they run
Baseball
An idea, and it was good: a microbrew ...
*Some of the ways in which age-old icons are redrawn in modernistic terms are startling. One
Catholic parish hall in 2001 displayed a nativity scene showing a woman in a wheelchair holding an
infant with a man in hospital scrubs standing next to her--a typical contemporary hospital delivery
or hospital check-out scene (FT, 1/03).
*At college graduations, more and more graduates are wearing what look like the stoles that
ministers of several Christian denominations wear during religious services.
ImplicitiUnacknowledi:ed

Relil:ions

*To modernists, religion seems to reduce to one or more of three things: a commodity,
entertainment, or psychotherapy. The therapeutic religion (e.g., sermons, songs, worship services)
has to be "uplifting," as one hears said again and again. Pastors are expected to be therapists.
Others have said that religion reduces to entertainment for many modernists, and worship has to be
performance, sermons interesting, etc. Viewing it as a commodity to be marketed is exemplified by
the commercialization of everything connected to religion. Thus, some people have said that to the
degree that modernists are religious, their notion of religion is "consumerist."
*In an attention-getting 2001 book entitled Economics as Relil:ion, the case is made that
economists have become the priesthood of a modern secular religion of economic progress that serves
many of the same functions m today's society that formerly had been played by Christian and other
religions. According to some people, the scholarship of economics has its own priesthood, its own
creed, a vision of what constitutes paradise, a moral system, a means of social salvation, with precise
prescriptions and injunctions about how to get there, and a social agenda (First Thinl:s, 12/02, p. 52).
This priesthood offers grand prophecy in the Biblical tradition, and the technical and mathematical
language in contemporary economics can be somewhat likened to the Medieval writings in Church
Latin. Archetypal of this religion has been Paul Samuelson and his textbooks, which happen to be
the ones taught when the TIPS editor was a student. The book argues that Samuelson's texts were
slanted to provide an inspirational vision of human progress guided by science in order to motivate
Americans and others to the necessary religious dedication to the cause of progress, with efficiency
being upheld as one of the ultimate values. This religion disguised itself as a science based on
physics. The fact that millions and millions of students were made to read these texts accounts in
large part for their success. Part of Samuelson's religion was the promotion of big government as
benign, and he down-played the shortcomings of human nature (B&.C, 9/03).
*To the great disappointment of many vegetarians, neither Christ, St. Augustine, nor St.
Francis was one of them. According to one analysis (FT, 4/03), vegetarianism is very much like a
religion, and it has innumerable sects engaged in some pretty intense in-fighting. There are also
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wars of the vegetarians by running websites. Supposedly, vegetarians are also relatively humorless,
and there are very few jokes by or about them.
Vegetarianism has a long tradition, but it is only quite recently that it has escalated to, or
combined with, the animal rights movement, in which case it usually ends up giving higher value to
some animals than to some humans.
Unfortunately, a universal and immutable order of creation is that life feeds on life, and the
best we can do is not to feed on some forms of life.
Superstitions
*Anthropologists have been fascinated by the belief in witchcraft around the world, because
in so many societies it is a very elegant explanation of why bad things happen to people. Only
recently have some anthropologists pointed out that the same function in American society today is
played by litigiousness: it is a way of blaming other people for one's bad fortunes. This kind of
magical thinking is said to be a subset of how different cultures view risk, and the results of risky
behaviors. In other societies, risk is seen as a natural part of life, whereas in the US, it is
increasingly seen as something that others do to one (Me, 5/03). Instead of burning suspected
witches, we sue for big money anybody suspiciously close to an apparent risk event that we think
brought damage on us.
*Even Western designers of new housing are now designing their buildings consistent with
feng shui principles CIi~, 14/10/02).
*When the bodies of the PanAm 103 plane blown up over Scotland in 1988 were found, a
large number of them had crossed fingers. To us, this suggests that these people had been
superstitious and/or irreligious, or else they might have been found with folded hands (Newsweek,
12 Feb. 01).
Newly Contrived Explicit Religions
*At the peak of his power, Napoleon instituted August 16 as the Feast of St. Napoleon in the
empire under his control, and had a catechism published that tried to inculcate loyalty of Catholic
Christians to the emperor (Parabola, Winter 02).
*According to one interpreter, one thing that is shared by the Star Wars film series, the Harry
Potter novels, the film series "The Matrix," masonry, the Rae1ian cult, etc., is a form of New-Age
gnosticism, which is a 2000-year-old religio-philosophic tradition that claims to have esoteric
knowledge that people can acquire by joining certain in-group movements, religions, organizations,
etc.
*The Rae1ian cult believes in religion from outer space. Its founder, Claude Vorilhon, a
former race car driver, claimed that "I am here to give humanity eternal life n through cloning, and
proclaimed that "science is love" (Newsweek, 13/1/03). In fact, the Raelian sect claims to have
already cloned several babies. It somehow managed early on to recruit a number of highly educated
good-looking younger women, and one result has been that a large number of young men were also
attracted to the sect. However, the more gets to be known about this sect, the clearer it becomes how
hostile it is toward traditional Christianity, and Catholicism above all because of its firm opposition
to cloning. On its website, the sect even accused the Vatican of "pedophilia crimes," and Catholics
generally of the "procurement and trafficking and abuse of children world-wide," and it called upon
Catholics to renounce their baptism. For a sect that apparently only has 10,000 or fewer members,
most of them in Quebec, it certainly gets a lot of PR (NCR, 26/1/03).
*It is particularly in the former Soviet bloc that belief in the occult, New Age doctrines and
practices, and wild religious beliefs are very common today. Some people attribute this to what
happens when God is thrown out the front door, namely the goblins then coming flying in through
the windows.
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because it combines electronic music, dance marathons, yoga, meditation and other spiritual rites,
but bans alcohol and drugs. Often, there are also lectures on Eastern philosophy, the environment,
and body rubs and massage. Some of these events try "linking consciousness with everyone on the
planet." Sometimes, there are "trance-dance facilitators who encourage people to find their inner
power animals." There may be aboriginal instruments, projection of pyramids and other geometric
shapes, etc., etc. Some of its fans had gotten burned out on drugs and now try to get their highs this
way instead. Some fans have said that they are trying to bring the rave "back to its pure state"
(Newsweek, 7/7/03). These events resemble the dance manias of the Middle Ages that are now
believed to have been caused by ergot poisoning.
*To our amazement, we ran across a very learned exaltation of chaos (in Parabola, Fall 03).
Among other things, the relatively renowned contemporary author (Thomas Moore, who wrote ~
of the Soul) penned this hymn to Chaos:
"Lord Chaos, giver of life,
Origin of days and nights,
Grant us the gift of your complexity and your emptiness,
Bless us with your seeds of vitality
And give us relief from the pressures of an ordered life."
Traditionally, chaos has been associated with Dionysus, Pan, the demonic and death. Here,
it is interpreted as "giver of life"! But in the culture of death, all this inversion of all values
(Nietzsche) makes sense.
The New Nature & Goddess Religions
*While there have always been male and female spiritual and psychological snake oil gurus,
there has been an explosion in recent years of glamorous female such gurus who come before the
public in spectacular costumes and body working-overs, especially affecting Eastern or mystic
identity, and many blend pop psychology and religion (SPS, 28/9/02).
One big-name pop psycho-religious guru (Marianne Williamson) started out as a college
dropout and nightclub singer, and then hit it rich by telling people that they were entitled to miracles.
She operated out of the Renaissance Unity Church in Michigan (Newsweek, 23/9/02).
*The National Organization for Women sells bumper stickers proclaiming messages such as
"Back Off--J'm a Goddess," and "Born Again Pagan" (FT, 5/03).
*There has been a literal explosion in Australia of people embracing so-called nature religions,
including Wicca and paganism. The converts are mostly women, and disproportionately come from
human service, health and education backgrounds (Sydney Morning Herald, 30/6/03; source item
from John Armstrong).
*Wicca was the Anglo-Saxon word for a wizard, but Gerald Gardner, an English eccentric,
misinterpreted it to mean "wise one," and applied it to the religion that he pasted together in the late
1930s from a variety of sources:
the practices of some women at that time who considered
themselves witches, the practices (including nudity) of then far-out British sex guru Aleister Crowley,
Indian folklore, and all sorts of other rituals and customs.
A recent Wicca book, entitled
Witchcrafting, instructs readers to worship in "skyclad" (meaning nude) dance, and to "make love
with someone you love ... but don't forget to practice safe sex" at the Maypole celebration. Also, at
Wiccan rituals, women are encouraged to tell each other "thou art goddess, " which certainly fits right
in with today' s ideology of radical individualism that makes every human being a decommunitized
godlet (FT, 12/02).
The Exaltation of Religious "Diversity"
*The term "Judeo-Christian" gained currency mostly in the 20th century, and primarily in
those countries and circles that tried to make Jews feel more secure, but contemporary Jews no longer
like it.
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an influence on European thinking and practices until the high Middle Ages (ironically, largely in
consequence of the Crusades), and then only for a short period of time. One wit commented that
perhaps to make everybody feel good, we should speak of ours being a Judeo-Christian-IslamicBuddhist-Hindu-Agnostic-Atheistic society (fl, 8/03).
*Here is another small but highly instructive example of what "diversity" could lead to. A
Muslim woman in Florida sued to have her picture on her driving license taken while veiled, showing
nothing but her eyes! A court disallowed this--and the hyper-liberal American Civil Liberties Union
rushed to her defense. This could end up in the Supreme Court (several 5 & 6/03 news items).
*As we also cover elsewhere, Jews in the culture of Western modernism have tended to
promote public secularism as well as religious diversity in order to weaken Christian dominance, and
bolster their sense of security. This is now beginning to badly backfire as imported Islam is gaining
strength in many Western countries, and as Jews have suddenly discovered that they are vastly more
at risk from this diversity than they were from Christianity. In many Western countries, there are
now more (or even many more) Muslims than Jews, and Jews now have reason to worry on that
account. E.g., Islam is now Canada's largest non-Christian religion (NCR, 1 June 03). The
celebration of multiculturalism proved to be premature.
*After many years, a Jewish center was finally built on the campus of Syracuse University
which has a high proportion of Jewish students and faculty, but one of the very first things it did was
announce pridefully that it had established a liaison with the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
Research Center and to show a film that exalted homosexual and sexually-confused Jews (Syracuse
Record, 20110/03; SPS 25110/03). This gives a very bad impression, namely that Jewish students
(and perhaps faculty and clergy as well) very disproportionately are either homosexual or in favor
of homosexuality, contrary to thousands of years of Jewish religious beliefs and tradition.
*Since 1979, the US government would bury members of the Armed Forces with headstones
that either displayed a Latin cross, a Star of David, or the Wheel of Righteousness, representing
respectively the Christian, Jewish, and Buddhist faiths. Since then, the government has caught up
with diversity and added a staggering total of 31 emblems, including for Konko-kyo and Eckankar,
and even an atheist+rather than just blank=stone. Nonetheless, 99% of the emblems chosen in 2001
were Christian. Amazingly, this constitutes a greater percentage than people in the population who
consider themselves Christian. Most of the rest were Jewish, and only .17 % picked from among the
others (FT, 12/02).
*Some US schools have been trying to sneak "diversity" into their programs by teaching
children yoga, often accompanied by also teaching transcendental meditation and Eastern religious
concepts such as "mantra" (~,
23/9/02). Some parents began to make war against this once they
found out what was going on.
*A new PC law passed in Britain in summer 2003 assures that people of any religion
whatsoever can claim religious holidays and take off from work. For instance, there are almost
400,000 Britons who say that they subscribe to a Star Wars religion, and who might conceivably
claim a Star Wars movie release as a religious holiday (Newsweek, 25/8/03).
*Sikhs claim that their holy scripture says that the Torah, Bible, Koran, Vedas/Gita and
Buddhist holy books are all true (~,
3 Jan. 02).
*In 12/03, we first learned that there were such things as "ordained interfaith ministers."
Perhaps they minister to Jewish Christian Islamic Buddhist Hindu Sikh Agnostic Atheists.
Contemporary Judaism
*As a percentage of the US population, Jews have shrunk from about 4 % 50 years ago to
about 2% (USN&WR, 6 May 02). Yet further, the median age for American Jews is seven years
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American Jews have lower birth rates than other Americans. This decline is taking place despite a
large wave of Jewish immigration from the Soviet Union in recent decades.
*Religiously, Israelis are worse off than Americans, but while the number who are religious
is very small, 70% still fast for Yom Kippur (AP in~,
16/9/02).
*It is estimated that Germany's pre-war Jewish population numbered about 500,000, and was
down to 15,000 after the war. Amazingly, it is now back up to about 200,000. This is due largely
to immigration by Russian Jews who prefer to come to Germany rather than to the unstable situation
in Israel. In fact, more of them have been moving to Germany than to Israel (Newsweek, 14/7/03).
Perhaps Germany is becoming Jewry's big hope, provided it is not taken over by its growing Muslim
population.
Islam
*Muslim organizations claim that there are 5-8 million Muslims in the US, while research has
only been able to find about 1.5 million.
*A high point of the annual pilgrimage (lliU) of Muslims to Mecca is the stoning of the devil
ritual, during which hundreds of thousands of people file past stone pillars that represent the devil's
temptations. The problem is that for several years now, the devil has struck back. In 1998, 2001,
2003, and 2004, large numbers of pilgrims were trampled to death in the big crowd, and many more
injured.
*A Western oil company held an orientation course for Western men going to work in Saudi
Arabia. When they were questioned what Islam was, they gave the most peculiar answers, such as
that it was a game of chance, or a group connected to the Ku Klux Klan. When asked who
Mohammed was, they thought he had something to do with the "Arabian Nights, " or was a mountain
(JRDH, No.2, 2(02). And these were relatively educated people!
*There are many people who believe that the current Pope brought down the Soviet Union
with its Communism by the way he invigorated the Solidarity movement in Poland, among other
things. However, many Russians believe that the Beatles did it with their music (Newsweek,
22/9/03). If the latter were true, it would be easy to see why Muslims would not want any part of
contemporary modernistic Western culture.
Contemporary Catholicism
*In Catholic circles, there is a big scandal these days that a lot of people hear little about,
namely a large number of Catholic colleges and universities have been featuring pro-abortion, prohomosexuality and pro-promiscuity speakers, and giving awards and honorary degrees to them. This
is happening mostly at the older Catholic academic institutions. In response to these and other
unorthodoxies, a number of new Catholic colleges are being founded with the intent to be orthodox,
and to reject the usual liberal initiatives such as approval of homosexual behavior or even so-called
marriages, of women priests, abortion, divorce and remarriage, etc. These new colleges are
attracting many students, and the older and less orthodox Catholic colleges and universities are
beginning to look upon them with alarm for drawing away their custom.
*Somebody said that these days, even the most religiously vacuous Reformed synagogue
would look more Jewish to non-Jews than many a Catholic college or university would look Catholic
to non-Catholics (FT, 1/03).
*All over North America, Catholic churches that are located in city centers where there are
a lot of mentally disordered, homeless or marginal people, including many dumped ones, have been
having more and more problems with such people coming to church services and behaving
disruptively, including to the point of verbal or even physical assaults on priests, sometimes during
the distribution of Holy Communion.
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Syracuse diocese, an alcoholic street man got into the habit of eagerly lining up for communion at
Mass, trying to get far in front in the communion line so that he can gulp down the entire contents
of the consecrated wine in the chalice, leaving scores or even more people behind him low (since he
is the only one who is getting high) and dry.
*It is both sad and funny to see religious bodies desperately trying to imitate the corporate
culture. For instance, Catholic dioceses are now developing "mission statements" for themselves.
No wonder 13 of the 14 apostles died violent deaths; they probably lacked proper mission statements.
Contemporary Philosophy
*In the days of Plato and Aristotle, philosophy was considered a form of religion through
which philosophers not only strove to discover truth, but also tried to conform their lives to their
philosophic insights. In other words, unlike today, they not merely studied their field, but also
practiced its craft, and not only thought and spoke about these things. To this end, they believed
strongly in cultivating certain mental and behavioral dispositions, such as equanimity, not worrying
about things, developing beneficent dispositions, etc. They tried to achieve greater self-awareness,
to persistently examine their consciences, and achieve self-mastery. In other words, being a
philosopher implied that one conducted one's life rationally and yet with benevolence. In these
respects, one could almost equate them with the way priests and ministers are admonished to order
their lives, and generally try to do.
Also, in order to grow in their craft, philosophers tended to flock together in tight
communities of shared dialogue and practice, very different from the way most philosophers now
live. In many ways, this way of life required conversion and transformation somewhat analogous
to the way it is discussed in Christianity, though of course entirely within the context of the preChristian era, and one that did not even know much about Judaism (Hadot, 2(02).
In contrast to the ancient philosophers, contemporary philosophers mostly want to teach about
philosophy rather than to live it out. It is a field that they are interested in, and they certainly have
a vested interest in holding teaching positions, but there is no longer an expectation within or outside
the profession that a philosopher actually lives out philosophy, the search for truth, or even the
philosophical system the philosopher promotes.
A lot of people have begun to say that what has been going on in philosophy departments in
Western universities is a frivolous and self-important play of theories and arguments that is not only
divorced from, but is even subversive of, a more holistic concept of education, in contrast to
Socrates, for instance, who actually lived a philosophical life.
Already in his Walden (1854), Thoreau (1817-1862) complained that "there are nowadays
professors of philosophy, but not philosophers, " which is certainly even more true today than it was
in his time (H&C, 3/03).
*Now here is a howler: the philosopher Jacques Derrida is considered to be the father of
deconstructionism, which denies that there are such things as facts. When a media celebrity tried to
interview him when he was 72-years old in 2002, he told the interviewer that he would only be
allowed to ask him about facts. When the interviewer pointed out that facts do not exist, this did not
go over well with the philosopher (Time, 25/11102).
Reli2ious Persecution in Our Day
There are always persecutions somewhere either of a religion or of all formal religions, or by
a religion. Today, we see 2 big kinds of religious persecutions in the world: persecution by Islam
of other religions, and persecution of Christians by leftist, rightist, or Islamic parties. The leftist
such persecutors increasingly include Western liberals and the politically correct. Now, we are also
seeing signs that the Hindus may be joining in this persecution.
*It is difficult to find out what is going on in North Korea, but there are continuing reports
that actively practicing Christians are not merely persecuted but even executed, particularly if they
belong to "unauthorized" Christian groups. According to one report, when 24 North Koreans fled
to China, and were returned by China to North Korea, one of them confessed that he had been to
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singled out for particularly cruel treatment (NCR, 16/2/03). At one time, North Korea had about
50,000 Catholics, and is now believed to have maybe 3,000-4,000, but no priests. However, there
is a possibility that there are underground churches.
*For a long time, India was held up by many people as a very enlightened state from which
we all could and should learn much; but lately, India is being tom apart both by religious strife and
by police-state authoritarianism. The Hindus are becoming ever more militant both against the large
and very old Moslem minority, and against Christians, even though they are in a very small minority
in India. This is going so far that when a Moslem young adult falls in love with a Hindu young
adult, the Islamic family flees the area because it is afraid of being massacred (NCR, 23 Feb. 03).
Once again, we are up against celebrated diversities who are in no mood whatsoever to celebrate
other diversities.
One motive for the growing persecution is that some of the oppressed Indian underclasses
within the Indian caste system have been growing nearer to Christianity, and the upper castes are
afraid that they will lose their control of the lower castes if these should become Christian. For
instance, the Dalit, who in one of the Indian states constitute 20% of the 50 million residents there,
have threatened conversion to Christianity. Already, 70% of the 24 million Christians in India are
Dalits who converted in order to escape caste oppression by the Hindus. In other areas, Dalits are
considering conversion to Islam or Buddhism for the same reason (NCR, 10 Nov. 02). An
astonishing 250 million people in India fall into the so-called "scheduled castes" or "scheduled
tribes," which refer to the lowest castes and/or "tribes" considered to be uncivilized. However, the
government has made conversion from Hinduism virtually illegal, and said that there was no
fundamental right for anyone to convert. A law has been in the making to require that one has to
have at least a high school education in order to convert, with the rationale that stupid and uneducated
people might convert without knowing what they were doing (NCR, 12 Oct. 03). There are elements
of gnosticism here.
*Social Darwinists and eugenicists started their propaganda war against lowly and impaired
people in the late 18oos, until the propaganda tipped over into mass-scale killing in Germany about
60 years later. The Nazi propaganda against the Jews only required 16 years (ca. 1922-1938) to
eventuate in extensive overt persecution, and then only three more years to tip over into large-scale
killing.
Weare now in the midst of a large-scale propaganda war directed by the culture of
modernism, and particularly its politically correct left-wing, against Christianity and Christians, and
Catholicism and Catholics in particular. Peter De Vries has said that anti-Catholicism is the antisemitism of the contemporary cultural elites. Others have called it the last acceptable form of
prejudice. Yet others have called anti-Catholicism "the anti-semitism of the educated man," even
though Catholicism endorses many of the same issues as liberalism. The intensity that this
propaganda war has reached is amazing, with hatreds and falsehoods being carried by the media in
zillions of outlets almost every single day. Everything we know about violence would inform us that
the day cannot be far off when Christian beliefs and practices will be outlawed, as well as the
teaching or speaking of Christian beliefs, and when other forms of active persecution will set in. If
the propaganda war continues, it is bound to result in persecutions "of the blood." Already we are
seeing early versions of this persecution all around us.
*We learned that a group of people line up in front of at least one Catholic church every
Sunday with a bullhorn and harass people trying to attend Mass, and shout a litany of the names of
priests who have allegedly molested minors. One woman shouted at a churchgoer that she would
keep this up until the church was brought down in ruins. And that is what we think much of this is
all about. These protesters are probably substantially the same ones who would outlaw people quietly
protesting in front of abortion clinics.
*Anti-Christian art works and displays are now everywhere in Western countries, especially
at the citadels of art arbitership. The Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs
(of all places) at Princeton University hosted an art exhibit called "Ricanstructions" which shows
naked female torsos arranged in a cross, tom-up images of the so-called Sacred Heart of Jesus, and
similar things (NCR, 22/6/03).
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from a novel by Margaret Atwood. It is one of the most amazingly hateful anti-Christian public art
works. It includes a scene early on (in an act entitled "Forepray") where the "commander" unzips
his trousers and copulates on stage with a handmaid in his wife's presence while the music and chorus
burst into all four stanzas of the hymn "Amazing Grace." "Amazing Grace" finds its way into the
music in several later occasions as well, intended to symbolize fraudulent piety and institutionalized
rape.
When first performed in Denmark in 2000, it was greeted with foot-stomping deafening
euphoria, followed by many international awards and award nominations, and performances in
London and st. Paul, Minnesota, in 2003. The opera is a liberal's dream of how "fundamentalists"
ought to be depicted, and what they allegedly really are.
The Minnesota Opera declared that this piece "fits perfectly into all of its artistic goals." Its
performance in Minnesota was sponsored by Marshall Fields who makes those delightful Christmas
window displays. The opera's artistic director declared that the opera was "a warning of the effects
of intolerance in all its forms. Intolerance dehumanizes people forcing their humanity underground. "
Some people have called the opera blatant hate-speech, but of course that term may these days only
be applied the other way (FT, 11103).
*BBC started running a comedy cartoon called "Popetown" featuring a caricature pope, his
voice being provided by a woman (HeR, 6 April 03).
*The politically correct left really scored big with the movie "The Magdalene Sisters," in
which not one single character that had anything to do with the Catholic church manifested even the
slightest shred of kindness, compassion, decency or genuine spirituality. No wonder the film won
the usual suspect awards.
*There is a wonderful new video game out in which players get points for killing people who
are in line in a Cathedral for making their confessions, and then for extra points, they can kill the
priest himself (NCR, 25/5/03).
*Celebrity performer Marilyn Manson, who was "baptized" as a Satanist, and is a priest in
the Church of Satan, has been ripping up Bibles during his stage shows. (Try doing it with a Koran,
or a Torah, and see what happens!) He played to sell-out crowds in Europe in 2001 and 2003 (SfS.,
3 Dec. 03).
*In the US, groups that are not associated with an official church, and that claim to be secular
even though they hold to a supra-empirical ideology, are allowed to screen personnel so as to be in
agreement with their ideology, even if the group receives government funds, as exemplified by
innumerable bodies that enforce political correctness, promote abortion, etc. However, a body
associated with an explicitly religious position is not allowed to screen out people who disagree with
its position if it receives government funds (NCR, 6 July 03).
*On a flight from Hawaii to Los Angeles, a man began to pace the aisle reading loudly from
the Bible. Even though that is all he did, passengers pounced on him and duct-taped him, and in Los
Angeles he was locked up for 3 days to be examined by shrinks (SPS, 15/9/03). We have never
heard of anyone being similarly treated for speaking loudly into a cell phone in the midst of other
people.
*We were told that in shrink circles, there has arisen a teaching that it is very bad for children
to be exposed to crucifixes depicting the crucified Christ, because this supposedly will be extremely
traumatic to them. People who teach this are mostly from the same sector who are all in favor of
not restricting the Internet, and not protecting children from Internet pornography.
*The new European Union does not have the tolerance for ideological and religious diversity
that has been traditional in the US. Disagreements with democracy can land one in jail. There is
also increasing pressure on anti-abortion groups which in Europe are much weaker to begin with than
in the US (NCR, 25/5/03).
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The European Union may soon allow any religious denomination to be sued if it refuses to
ordain women, or to hire atheists or Satanists. Homosexual groups in Britain have already gotten
ready to file such suits (NCR 30/3/03).
However, the relatively new Republic of Slovakia has passed an apparently unique set of laws
granting all sorts of functionaries freedom of conscience, such as letting physicians refuse to
participate in abortions, judges refuse to hear divorce cases, and teachers refuse to teach sex
education, and even respecting conscientious objection to military service. The European Union may
soon declare these laws to be all unconstitutional.
*Kosher slaughtering is prohibited in Switzerland and Norway, because it is considered
barbaric there (FT, 8/03).
*US soldiers in the Middle East are forbidden to receive in their mail unauthorized political
materials, sexual or pornographic items, depictions of nudity=and any religious material contrary to
the Islamic faith. A father tried to send his son a Bible which was intercepted and forbidden. He
complained that there is something wrong when American soldiers cannot receive Bibles while
Muslim chaplains are recruited to preach freely among al-Qaeda and Taliban combatants held in
American captivity (NCR, 12 Oct. 03).
*This is certainly a reversal of things: an Episcopalian priest in Pennsylvania was defrocked
by his Bishop because he <mPOsedhomosexual marriages and the ordination of women priests (S£S.,
6 Sept. 02). Perhaps soon, ministers in many denominations will be defrocked for opposing sex
between adults and children.
The Priestly Sex Scandal. Continued
*According to journalism experts, the priest scandal received more media attention in 2002
than any story except for the war on terrorism. One columnist exulted, "The Catholic church in the
United States is finished, but it will take years to bury the corpse." Yet at year's end, when many
media inventorized the big news of the year, this story was hardly mentioned (First Thin2s, 3/03,
p.69).
*According to some people, priestly sex scandals in the US Catholic church were few and far
between before seminaries began to accept homosexuals in the 196Os. (The editor of First Thim~s
(1103) rhapsodized about the "good old days" when alcoholism was ~ most likely priestly scandal.)
Some people have estimated that now somewhere between 30-60% of priests are homosexual, and
while this seems high, and would be difficult to verify, it seems to be a fact that priests are dying
of AIDS at four times the rate of the general US population. However, another curious phenomenon
is that priests in the Anglican Church of England are dying of AIDS at double or triple the rate of
Catholic priests in the US, despite the fact that the Anglican priests have always been allowed to
marry.
*So far, between 90-98 % of the publicized cases of so-called priestly pedophilia have involved
boys, whereas "ordinary" male pedophiles would heavily concentrate on girls (NCR, 3/03). Also,
most of the boys were post-pubescent, meaning that the sexual relationships were homosexual in
nature, and with de facto young men (First Thim~s, 3/30, p. 71).
On 12 Jan. 03, even the New York Times admitted that the majority of the sexual offenses
of Catholic priests were of a homosexual rather than pedophile nature. However, it could not help
itself by going further and asserting that in the 1970s, any sane and well-adjusted heterosexual priest
was likely to leave the priesthood, leaving behind only "gay, maladjusted or theologically
conservative priests" (OCR, 2611103).
Despite the fact that even some of the liberal media agreed that the offending priests were
mostly homosexuals rather than pedophiles, the media continued to refer to all priests who had sex
with teenagers as "pedophiles."
*We surmise that a large proportion of homosexuals in the US are very conflicted by the priest
sex scandal. On the one hand, regardless of what they say, they understand that most of the priests
at issue were homosexuals like themselves, and like themselves (if they are male), had strong
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extremely hostile toward the Catholic church, and yearn for "death to Catholicism," and often toward
Christianity generally, and try to use the sex scandals to discredit these.
*While the politically correct try to make maximum hay out of the scandals of Catholic priests
engaging in homosexual behavior with young males, it is this very elite that is sidling ever closer to
the embrace of sex between adults and minors, and outright pedophilia. Among the new detoxifying
phrases for it that the PC have been promoting are "inter-generational intimacy" and
"intergenerational love" (New Oxford Review, 3/03), and pedophiles are renamed "border-crossers.
The last taboo along these lines seems to be coercion, but when adults engage in sexual behavior with
children who do not resist or even appear to consent, who is to say that it is objectively wrong?
In the homosexual community, sex with teen boys is seen as something like a "rite of
passage," and the Canadian homosexual TV channel featured a series of movies called "Boy's Life. n
Sex with teens was also celebrated in an episode of the US TV show "Queer as Folk:,••which featured
the "deflowering of a 17-year-old preppie hungry for initiation" (.MeR, 20/7/03).
When Austrian ballet dancer Robert Helpmann died in 1986, the Iimes of London said in his
obituary that he was a "homosexual of the proselytizing kind who could turn young men on the
borderline his way" (Smithsonian, 10/03). If he had been a priest, that would have qualified him as
being described as a pedophile.
If one wonders what homosexual men want, one can go to so-called gay-oriented magazines,
of which there are apparently about a dozen in the US, and look at what the erotic ideal of this subculture is: a beautiful ~
man (First Thin~s, 3/03, p. 71).
In the "Vagina Monologues," a 24-year-old lesbian plies a 13-year-old girl with alcohol and
then rapes her. Rather than condemning the play for pedophilia, it has been performed innumerable
times and ongoingly all over the Western world, usually to rave reviews from the media.
In 1994, the American Psychiatric Association declared in its new Dia~nostic and Statistical
Manual that pedophilia or child-molestation is not necessarily a psychological disorder unless the
person feels "anxious" about this behavior, and then it is the anxiety that is a serious problem.
It

*There is an old mythology among homosexuals that Jesus was one of them. One book along
these lines, Jesus Acted Up, is an allusion to the name "Act Up" of a radical homosexual
organization. Now a new book is out, Queerin~ Christ: Beyond "Jesus Acted Up", which is
essentially a homosexual Christian theology.
*One thing that struck us about all of the people who claimed to have been abused by priests
when they were young is how few of them have first gone to the alleged offender and called for his
repentance and reform, and how many of them have been obsessed with getting money instead.
On the other hand, so many dioceses simply settled financially with accusers rather than find
out the truth. After all, many plaintiffs sued on the basis of "recovered memories" that would not
have stood any chance in court at all (FT, 11/03). E.g., rather than try to discover the truth about
the allegations of 552 plaintiffs in Massachusetts that they had been sexually abused by priest" when
they were younger, the Boston archdiocese settled with all of them in one fell swoop in order to bring
the episode to an end. Individual plaintiffs receive somewhere between $80,000 and $300,000, while
each of the lawyers gets a lump sum of $750,000 I2lus 113of the payments to the plaintiffs whom
they represented. In addition, the Archdiocese will pay for lifetime shrinkery for any plaintiffs who
want it, which could amount to $1 million a year for many years to come, and which will probably
make the mental condition of those plaintiffs who avail themselves of it much worse (Newsweek,
22/9/03). One rather amazing paradox in the settlement is that while the Archdiocese was required
to reveal all confidential files on priests who were ever accused, including all of its relevant
communications with the Papal Nuncio and the Holy See, the settlement included an iron-clad
agreement that all the counseling files on the plaintiffs would be kept confidential. Thus, any
plaintiffs whose motive was extortion are getting away with their crimes. It also leaves the
innocently accused permanently tainted.
*As we said before, we can expect an explosion of false claims of sexual misconduct by
priests. Among the candidates for such are where the accused priest, the priest's bishop, and all the
alleged witnesses, are dead, and there is no one and nothing but the claimant, and no way to prove
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possible missteps (NCR, 23/2/03).

life for any indications of

*We believe that the child-molesting former priest John Geoghan of the Boston archdiocese
was set up by prison authorities and guards to be murdered. There were reports from other inmates
that guards at the prison where Geoghan was being held had been abusing him, had spit into his food,
defecated into his bed, and wrote him up for rather contrived infractions (Newsweek, 8 Sept. 03).
He had written letters (to no avail) saying that he feared for his safety. The man who was put in his
cell had reportedly been molested as a child himself, and had brutally strangled an apparently
homosexual man in 1988.
*One of the most disgraceful spectacles in the priest sex scandals was that a Catholic diocese
in California sued the Catholic Boston Archdiocese for money damages because the latter had
transferred a priest to it said to be in good standing even though he had a history of sexual abuse
allegations against him, and who was later accused once again in California. In some ways, from
a Christian perspective, this is worse than the abuse itself, because after all, sexual malconduct often
comes from weakness and misdirected affections, which are all very human, while the above comes
from greed.
.*Certainly, some bad things must somehow be connected. No sooner had the Catholic diocese
of Los Angeles built a new modernist cathedral at a cost of $163 million than it discovered that it will
also be liable for vast sums of money to victims of priest sex abuse. Like many business and store
buildings these days, the new church has hardly any windows, and a wall around the entire
compound, reflecting the perceived need to build fortresses against people, like the old fortress
churches of the Middle Ages that were meant to withstand the Huns, the Vikings, the Mongols, etc.
*Many people believe that the shrink places to which priests who had committed sexual
offenses were sent by their bishops are at least in part to blame for the bishops later redeploying these
priests in positions where they could repeat their offenses. Prominent such centers have heen St.
Luke's in Maryland, Trinity Retreat near NY City, and The Institute for Living in Hartford,
Connecticut. The shrinks believed in their own treatment methods, often declared the priests at issue
"cured," and there are apparently extremely few American bishops who have any sophistication at
all about the bankruptcy of contemporary shrinkery.
*One of the worst results that has come from the priest sex scandal is that many dioceses
across the country are instituting profoundly decommunitizing policies. Anyone who is likely to have
any contact with children in a church context, such as priests, teachers, religious educators,
counselors, and even choir members, is first subjected to a very humiliating questionnaire, asking
some very intimate things, then gets fingerprinted, and has to undergo a criminal background check,
followed by indoctrination to never touch a child. We have been amazed at how few affected people
have resisted this and opted out of it, considering that it is utterly unChristian, incompatible with
Christian communality.
The current trend of turning one's entire denomination in effect over to the police may have
been started by the United Church of Canada that has had a PC reputation. It agreed already in 2000
to subject all of its ministers and church staff to criminal police checks every 3 years, in response
to church bodies in Canada going out of business after being sued to death for alleged child
molestations. Nothing like this had ever happened before in English speaking countries since Henry
VIII, though it has happened in some other countries.
Ironically, the United Church has heen
warning that Canada might become a police state (FT, 11/00).
*One thing is amusing. For 500 years, the Protestants had made a hig deal out of the sexual
laxity of late-medieval clergy, and told juicy stories of orgies between monks and nuns. Now it turns
out that in our age of modernism, sexual malfeasances are even more common among Protestant than
Catholic clergy, many are divorced and remarried, and many (in some denominations the majority)
are promoting all sorts of immoralities and homosexuality that would have made the fornicating
monks and nuns of the 16th century blush.
In recent years, there have been 70 child abuse allegations against American Protestant
churches each week, about 114 of them directed at pastors. During the height of the media frenzy
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renowned Riverside Church in New York City, at District Attorney Robert Morgenthau's own
synagogue, and in the Harlem Boys Choir. We had not heard of any of these in the media (FT,
12/02).
*The St. Louis Post-Dispatch came up with a story that 40% of nuns had been raped or
molested at some time, mainly by priests, and we can only be surprised that it was not reported to
be 90% or more (First Things, 3/03, p. 70). After all, women ministers in older Protestant
denominations, as well as women rabbis, report an 80% rate of being abused, exploited, or
discriminated against. The very fact that abuse and "discrimination" are equated should give pause
for thought.
*In 2002, the Survivors Network of those Abused By Priests (SNAP) increased
astronomically, but one becomes less surprised by this when one learns that one can be a member
if one believes one has been abused by people other than Catholic priests, and even by Protestant
ministers (CS, 27/2/03).
*While the media gleefully feasted on the Catholic Church and the bishops, it handed out
awards, honors and kudos left and right to sexual predators in its own culture, including (in 9/03)
an Oscar to statutory rapist (of a 13-year-old girl) and refugee from the law, film director Roman
Polanski. If you make films the PC like, you may have child concubines.
*A psychologist who wrote a report in 1997 that revealed 40 years of sexual misconduct in
the Anglican Church in Australia pled guilty in 2003 (at age 59) to having himself seduced a 12-yearold girl into a romantic relationship in 1912, that led to sex in 1974, and a pregnancy and abortion
in 1975 when she was 16 (29/7/03 news item). One would have thought that he would not have
chosen to be the stone-thrower.
Miscellaneous Religion News
*The below is passage No. 186 from Gracian's Manual, a 1653 collection of the works of
Baltasar Gracian.
"Know what is evil, however much worshipped it may be. Let the man of intelligence not
fail to recognize it, even if clothed in brocade, or crowned with gold, because it cannot thereby hide
its bane; slavery does not lose its infamy, however noble the master; the vices may stand high, but
they are not high: some see a great man afflicted with this vice or that; but they do not see, that he
is great not because of it but in spite of it. The portrait of the man high up is so convincing, that
even his deformities persuade, wherefore flattery at times mimics them, not seeing, that if in the great
such things are overlooked, in the small, they are looked down upon."
*There is a certain state of mind or soul that many spiritual traditions have identified, and
considered deadly. The Greeks called it acedia, and various Christian teachers or traditions called
it tristitia, otiositas, torpor animi, sterilitas animae, wanhope (in old English), and lento amore (by
Dante in Italian). This has been translated into contemporary English as dullness or barrenness of
the soul, an idle sadness, a turning away from spiritual things, or a giving up under the burden of
one's sins (First Thin~s, 8/03, p. 31ft).
Some contemporary writers include under acedia an abstention from all truthful discourse or
action if it would bring discomfort to other parties. Examples would be not disciplining one's
children, dumbing down education, giving students easy grades and easy passes, and not speaking
up against massive social evils such as promiscuity, abortion, divorce, the exaltation of
homosexuality, etc., etc.
Some thinkers also claim that acedia is behind many people's frantic dashing about hither and
yon, and moving from one locale to another, or one spirituality to another. The moment something
happens that they do not like in what they have found, they are "out of there."
*Few of us have been aware of the fact that the 1755 earthquake that devastated Lisbon in
Portugal, killed over 30,000 people and was felt 700 miles away, precipitated a major crisis in the
worldview of Westerners. Some people believed that nothing had shocked Western civilization more
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of such extent that seemed to have no inherent meaning and was totally "irrational." Also, many
people perceived in it some kind of divine failure. Many philosophers came forward to try to give
some kind of an explanation for how things like this could happen, and all sorts of theories of evil
arose as a consequence (FT, 1/03).
*King Alfonso of Castile (1252-1284) may have been the first modernist, because while being
instructed in astronomy by a scholar, he said, "If I had been of God's counsel at the creation, many
things would have been ordered better." Needless to mention, his reign was plagued by many
problems (FT, 1/03).
*There is one country in the world in which the Communists somehow were more successful
than anywhere else in spreading atheism: East Germany (TAZ, 22/7/03), despite the fact that
Communism thoroughly betrayed its people.
*All so-called values are in the domain of religion, even if they are not recognized or declared
as such. According to the reigning civil-legal dogma in the US at present, religious values may not
be propagated by public bodies or in the public schools. This is of course an absurdity because all
values are religious. Thus, what this dogma really means is that no value taught by a particular
religious denomination may be promoted in the above context, or it may not be promoted because
it is derived from the faith of a particular nation. However, any number of other values may be
promoted, or at least given a sympathetic airing. As we all know, this has thrown the public schools
into a quandary as to what moral values to teach, and is one of the reasons why they have shifted
from traditional values to the teaching of so-called self-esteem. The rather kooky Church of
Scientology has capitalized on this confusion by promoting a book (The Way to Happiness) claimed
to teach sound moral principles on a "non-religious" basis, and promoting it for adoption in the
schools as a self-esteem program, with similar programs being promoted in other domains of society,
such as in business. US schools have fallen for this, with a reported 6.8 million pupils in 7000
schools having been given this book as a morals text. Not surprisingly, it propounds a rather
relativistic view of truth since scientology teaches that truth is "what is true for you" (Newsweek, 14
June 93).
*In Germany, traditional funeral practices are rapidly disappearing. People may die, and there
will be no death notice in the paper, no wake, no funeral, and no memorial service. Bodies are taken
from the hospital right to the crematorium, and the ashes are dispersed (FT, 6/03).
*A recent study (reported in FT, 1/03) defines a secularist as someone who rejects scriptural
authority, has no religious affiliation, never attends a religious service or prays, and says that religion
does not provide any guidance in his or her daily life. "Traditionalists" are defined by the obverse
of each of the above. The plurality of Americans fall in-between. Nowadays, secularists almost
invariably vote Democratic. According to scholars, it has been several generations since voting
patterns were as strongly influenced by de facto religious considerations.
*Many chaplains of the military, being actually in the military and serving with military ranks,
de facto convert away from their religions and adopt the ideologies of the military structures. This
is one argument among others for chaplains to the military not being part of, or paid by the military.
One of the chaplains of the US troops in Iraq advised the soldiers to think of dead Iraqi bodies as so
much hair on a barber shop floor (AP in SPS, 14/4/03).
*While the US suffered amazingly few casualties in the "official" Iraq war, the soldiers there
nonetheless became extremely conscious of their mortality and in vast numbers turned to religion as
a solace or in preparation for their potential death. Many who had been alienated from their
respective religions returned to them in droves, and when prayer services were announced, few of
the troops on the ground absented themselves from them (NCR, 30/3/03). One thing that was
irrational about this was that until months later, the chances of anyone soldier dying were probably
not much higher than from driving in traffic in the US.
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advertised as "spiritual insights in just 60 seconds ... for those bored with the shallow end." The book
is endorsed by the chaplain of the Washington National Cathedral.
*An expert on sacred art was scheduled to pick up a shipment of perfectly designed beautiful
traditional creche figures arriving in Rome from Peru, but custom officials found to their amazement
that the figures were made of pure cocaine worth $1.6 million.
*People have begun to be observed wearing headphones connected to radios or tape players
while attending church services.
*G. K. Chesterton once said that "the man who denies original sin believes in the immaculate
conception of everybody. "
*Vivian Foster, a British music hall performer who often poked fun at the Anglican clergy,
once said "We are here on earth to do good to others. What the others are here for, I don't know."
*Q. What did the mystic say to the hot dog vendor?
A. Make me one with everything! (From a recent book of Buddhist philosophy.)
Religion in Human Services
Several of the items in the general religion section impact quite directly on human services.
Here are some more.
*According to a 12/01 brochure we received from a home for the handicapped in India, there
are millions of gods worshipped in India, and not a single one would favor an impaired child.
According to the brochure, this accounts for the extreme rejection experienced by' handicapped babies
even from their own families, and secondarily explains why so many such children die. If this is
true, it is an irony considering that in India, many animals, such as cows, are held in high esteem,
and are obviously treated much better than handicapped humans. Maybe some multiculturalisms are
not so hot after all.
*At a service setting for the mentally retarded in the Central New York area, there was a joint
Christian and Jewish religious "celebration" of the Jewish Purim festival and the Catholic Lenten
season. Lent is not exactly a celebration but an observance, whereas Purim truly is a celebration.
One can just imagine the poor retarded people getting yet further confused by the confusion of their
caretakers, and this incoherent mingling of multi-culturalisms--if one can put it this way. By the
way, until relatively recently, Jewish rabbis would have been scandalized, since it used to be standard
Jewish practice to never co-mingle a Jewish religious observance with that of any other faith.
*A new development in the culture of modernism, mostly in the US, is a syncretism of
Christianity with pop-psychology, resulting in many theo-technology crazes and cults, and in
something that we call psycho-theo-babble which talks about issues religious in terms of craze service
concepts such as self-esteem, connection, validation, growth, etc.
One of innumerable such crazes is "Thrive: Becoming a Woman of Influence," which has
been giving "Thrive conferences" attended by tens of thousands of women who are told to be
individualistic, winners, etc., and in essence pushing them to step up onto stages where they can
become "successful entrepreneurs" and "be looked at," like some of the teachers at these workshops
(PHAL, 3/03).
*In 2/03, we first learned that there was such a thing as an "Impersonal Enlightenment
Fellowship" in Mass. that was giving spiritual snake oil conferences, promoted with psycho-babble
such as "We are all desperately needed right now, to truly awaken, to become enlightened, so that
we can consciously participate, as liberated souls, in the evolutionary process."
*Gillespie, C. K. (2001). Psychology and American Catholicism: From confession to theOWY?
New York: Crossroad. This has been interpreted as being the first book-length treatment of the
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relationship between psychology and the Catholic church in the last 50 years. The author believes
that a psychologizing and therapizing mentality has replaced the practice of confession of sins, and
that sounds eminently plausible to us.
*Ringwald, C. (2002). The soul of recoveQ': Uncovering the spiritual dimension in the
treatment of addictions. New York: Oxford University Press. It has long been known that religious
conversion is the single most effective way for addicted persons to break out of their addictions--more
effective than any secular, medical and/or psycho-technological strategies. The author not only deals
with this issue, but also provides quite a bit of history of interest to students of human services. The
author has also had ties to members of our circles, and has been to a few workshops.
Morality
The news on the state of contemporary morality is not good. (Has it ever been?) We have
divided our news and commentary on this issue into several categories, though again, some of the
material already covered in earlier sections also speaks to the issue.
It has been drawn to our attention by Donald Easson that to many modernistic people, the
word, and even the concept of, "morality" now carries a negative meaning. After all, many of them
do not believe in any transcendent moral order or moral law, and the idea that any "choice" is better
than another "choice" is obnoxious, unless of course the choices (a) are politically incorrect, or (b)
interfere with other people's "choices."
*In essence, ethics is becoming a commodity, traded in and by an ethics industry. Ethicists
are commanding six-figure salaries, and there may soon be tens of thousands of them; and we predict
that the more ethicists there are, the less morality there will be.
A university professor said that she tries to provoke her students into declaring that some kind
of an act is morally wrong, but what she had been finding is that students commonly say that this or
that act would be wrong for them to perform, but not necessarily for someone else. She then asks
them about specific acts of great evil, such as torturing a child, starving someone, humiliating an
invalid in a nursing home, and so on--but she still tends to get the same response that this may be
"bad for you and me, but who are we to say they are bad for someone else?" (CHN Facts-Brief,
4&5/94).
Peter Singer more recently wrote that, "One by one, the taboos have fallen," not mentioning
that he is a major figure in pushing them down, as when he recently endorsed humans having sex
with animals--just as long as no cruelty is involved. Thus, a man having intercourse with a chicken
usually hurts the chicken, which is wrong, though it might not hurt a cow, making it right.
Presumedly, a large dog would be a borderline case. Would it be wrong to have sex with a cow if
one were married to a dog? (A reminder: there are people who have married dogs.)
There once was a song: "Don't send my son to Harvard, the dying mother said." Now it
seems time to quit sending one's children to Princeton University (FT, 6/01), which went to
extraordinary lengths to lure Singer into one of its prestigious endowed and tenured chairs.
One really has to wonder whether a logical consequence of modernistic materialism is moral
nihilism, i.e., the absence (or perhaps even denial) of all fundamental moral references for the
conduct of social life other than avoiding being punished while pursuing the things that one desires
(Ratzinger, 1993). After all, one of the major elements of modernistic materialism is denial of the
existence or relevance of any supra-human, external moral authority or source of morality, such as
a divinity. This removes one of the major moral references that conceivably could exist, and as we
explain repeatedly, if a philosophic materialism is logical and rigorous, then the only source of
morality left is the human. When philosophic materialism is combined with individualism, as it does
in modernism, this leaves the individual human as the ultimate source of morality. And when
philosophic materialism and individualism are combined with sensualism and here-and-now-ism (as
they also are in modernism), then it is inevitable that the individual human standard of morality will
be one of convenience and expedience for the individual in question. Avoidance of punishment while
pursuing what one wants certainly meets these criteria of convenience and expedience. Thus, one
is virtually compelled to conclude that a modernistic utilitarianism comes pretty close to such a moral
nihilism.
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following one's inclinations and passions in a choices-saturated environment, without any restraint
other than the legal one of not doing certain kinds of obvious direct harm to others. Earlier
generations, for thousands of years, have considered this barbarism. In Greek, Jewish, Catholic,
Eastern Orthodox and Protestant traditions, one becomes free by freely embracing those of one's
relational and communal obligations that are implied by one's religion, morality, and civic
membership. In Dostoyevsky's mind world, freedom also implies that one accepts not only
responsibility for one's own sins, and accepts the suffering that one's own sins bring upon oneself,
but that one even accepts responsibility and suffering for the sins of others, since we all somehow
contribute to the conditions that make others stumble. In either case, freedom thusly conceived is
different from a dull and fearful conformity with customs and rules. Some critics have said that
people are either freely and gladly bound persons who look graciously upon their duties and
encumbrances, or they are people who see duties and encumbrances as onerous, and feel miserably
bound by them if they stick by them at all.
The two worldviews have also been characterized as either bringing death or engendering life.
This is not just a figure of speech, considering that whenever the human will is exalted in accord with
the philosophy of Nietzsche, there ensues either large-scale deathmaking, or cessation of reproduction
such as we are now seeing in Europe.
*When people interpret morality as being a totally private issue rather than being objective,
one can understand them as being cosmically decommunitized, and as having set themselves up as
separate gods-everybody as their own god.
*The Greek philosophers had a word, he~emonikon, that referred to the inmost presence of
impartial reason in a person that permits that person to know things and people for what they really
are, but to also know oneself realistically. The word is derived from a verb meaning "to lead, " from
which comes the word he~emon, meaning a leader, and he~emonia, referring to authority or rule.
Thus, he~emonikon can be understood as an internal mental habit of being ruled by impartial reason.
We need a lot more he~emonikon these days!
*Jack Yates reminded us that G. K. Chesterton said that moral decision-making is incredibly
complicated if one has no principles.
(Im)morality in Academia, Including a Lot of Lying
*According to one survey, 75 % of students on most college campuses cheat. Professors have
begun to bemoan the huge amount of cheating and plagiarizing by their students in recent years, and
many professors run every one of their students' papers through a computer-based plagiarization
detection program. However, it is a further sign of the times that when professors flunk students
whom they caught plagiarizing, they may get overruled by school or university officials.
Not only that, but the constructivist mentality has come to believe that plagiarists are victims
who need to be treated "sensitively," because if something had not gone wrong in their lives they
would not have cheated, as an associate dean at Columbia University asserted. Some such people
are even accusing professors of virtually forcing students to cheat by not using the proper pedagogies.
The director of the writing program at Syracuse University claimed that it is disrespectful of
professors to criticize students' papers and to mark them up for grammar, style and mechanics (and
presumedly to say nothing of spelling). Thus, we can now see right around the comer, if it is not
already here, a "right to choose plagiarism," as one student had asserted (Readers' Digest, 7/02).
*A new professor at Columbia University admitted (Time, 8 Jan. 01) that he shamelessly
catered to students' decadent preferences in order to receive a positive evaluation from them, without
which his prospects in academia would be dim. For instance, instead of criticizing their essays, he
praised them, and pretty much told them what they wanted to hear. Submitting students to the rigors
of learning seems only to incur their wrath these days, and they attribute their failures to their
teachers' shortcomings. This is what the business model of education leads to, in that the customer
(which actually is what many universities now call their students) must always be right, even though
in truth, more dissatisfied customers would mean a better learning experience.
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are cheating more and more, one such scandal succeeding another.
In late 2000, Michael Bellesiles published Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun
Culture. In it, he claimed to have proven that in the early US, very few people had guns, and that
the widespread acquisition of shooting arms by the US population was a much later development.
The book was meant to provide ammunition (so to speak) to the various court suits that try to
interpret the constitutional right to bear arms amendment as a misunderstanding, and that this was
meant to be applied only to the militia. In other words, the book was meant to influence court
decisions, and lead to a prohibition of private gun ownership by a Supreme Court ruling. The book
received extremely high praise from PC circles and won a coveted book prize in the history field.
But very quickly, it turned out that the book's historical claims were a total fabrication, making this
yet another of the recent scandals of American scholarship, so that Emory University saw itself
compelled to fire the author despite his tenure.
*In 1999, a newspaper in Minnesota revealed that several University of Minnesota basketball
players had their course tests and homework done for them by a university staff member. There
followed a wave of public outrage directed at-the newspaper (!) rather than the ballplayers or the
university .
*When the police raided a bar near Syracuse University, they found that more than half of
the 90 patrons there were underage students of Syracuse University who carried bogus, altered or
counterfeit driver's licenses. Police said that this was not an unusual situation (SPS, 12 Feb. 03).
*Graduation speakers at US colleges and universities, many of whom receive honorary
doctorates, are overwhelmingly either media or entertainment figures, or politicians, which in turn
tells us how decadent US academia has become.
*Traditionally, ethics has worked from rules or principles to guide moral judgment, but bioethics has rejected all a priori moralities so that it will be free to approve what bio-ethicists or their
owners like. In that sense, it certainly isn't ethics at all as traditionally understood. Bio-ethicists
have also been interpreted as being in the business of issuing permission slips for whatever the
technicians (including the physicians) want to do. And it certainly has become obvious that their
permission slips will=if not immediately, then in due time-Iicense anything, usually accompanied
with some promise that the licensed innovation will lead to some fabulous progress such as a cure
for everything. The decisive breakthroughs seem to be just on the other side of what had been
forbidden. Another way of phrasing all this is that the current culture of bio-ethics constantly ends
up stuttering, "Why not?". One big reason is that many people in medical research and in so-called
bio-ethics are in the employ of parties that have a very deep interest in the outcomes. Drug firms
are only the most obvious examples, but there are many other and more subtle ones. It also turns
out that the bio-ethicists have been receiving huge subsidies from the biomedical industry which sees
the bio-ethics culture as a writer of permission slips for whatever it wants to do. Indeed, the biomedical industry has even been rewarding academic bio-ethicists with valuable stock options. (Drug
giant Eli Lilly stopped funding the Hastings Center (for bio-ethics) when its publication criticized
Prozac, made by Lilly). These are the same ethicists that then testify in Congress, are constantly
quoted in the media, and generally assure the public that there is nothmg to worry about as long as
we all agree that the ethical decisions to be made are "dilemmas" that are grave and difficult and hard
to resolve--and require experts like themselves. Obviously, people who so much please important
and powerful parties are certainly worth a great deal of money. As one commentator said, "It seems
too much like bribery. If it's not bribery, it becomes the perception of bribery." In fact, Nobel
Prize-winner James Watson, while in charge of part of the Human Genome Project, once boasted that
there was no ethical problem with such an undertaking because he had been informed so by "the best
ethicists that money can buy" (FT, 3/02).
As the excesses of so-called bio-ethics multiply, so does the criticism of this culture. Some
people have said that a bio-ethicist is to ethics what a whore is to sex. Or as someone else said, all
of this will not make you ethical, but it will certainly make you an ethicist. Somebody else said that
bio-ethics committees are show dogs that are interpreted to be watch dogs (fl, 3/02).
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*In retrospect, it should now be clear that the 20th century was a crucible for experimentation
with totalitarianism. While we can point to all sorts of errors in the major totalitarian forms of the
20th century, one can probably say that the most crucial of all the errors that these systems contained,
or were built on, were those that had to do with the nature of the human being. However, what most
people have still not understood is that much of the support for these totalitarianisms was motivated
by the vast popularity among modernistic people of false beliefs about human nature. The fact that
some of the false beliefs are still popular bodes ill for the world's political future. Furthermore, what
is striking is that some of the tyrannies of the 20th century surpassed the boldest imagination of
powerful and imaginative thinkers of the past, and yet when these kinds of tyrannies materialized,
the political science establishments of virtually all persuasions failed to recognize them for what they
were, or for what their basic errors were.
Similarly, the political science establishments of our day have also not learned their lessons,
and continue to embrace false assumptions about human nature that in turn continue to give life to
all sorts of social, political, and economic movements, even though it is somewhat ironic that what
these days would be described as the right seems to be vastly more realistic about human nature than
the left.
*According to one estimate, there were as many as 900 high-expense parties in Philadelphia
during the Republican convention in 8/2000 that nominated George Bush as its candidate, funded by
special interests. There was so-called Lear Jet gridlock at the airport, and General Motors alone
provided 400 vehicles to ferry the Republicans about. However, the Los Angeles Democratic
Convention was not far behind in any of these things.
*Before President Bush Sr. was elected, he was seen and heard on TV as saying, "Read my
lips: no new taxes." When elected, he promptly raised taxes, because he could always say, "You
misheard me. I said, 'Know: new taxes'." All this explains why at the TI, we try to pronounce
the otherwise silent k letters.
*We have said for years that one can only get elected to public office in the US if one lies,
and will not get re-elected if one tells the truth. Almost within days of his inauguration, the second
President Bush began to break campaign promises. Sometimes, this is done by invoking "changed
realities. "
*Just an eyeblink ago we were told that the US government would have gigantic multi-trillion
surpluses for years to come, and that this would resolve many problems, but already in early 2002,
the US government was running a huge deficit, and the very politicians who squandered away the
surplus that briefly existed are now arguing as to who (other than themselves) and what is to blame.
However, it is at least in part obvious what happened to the surplus: J?artwas given to the rich in
a tax cut that favored them, part was spent by Congress going on a feeding frenzy, and part was lost
to the new World War becoming apparent after 9/01. All this also means that Social Security and
Medicare are still not sustainable, given the current demographic trends. Old-age benefit expenses
will continue to rise so dramatically that all the government's revenues would not be able to cover
them by 2050 (Newsweek, 25/6/01).
*The US federal government has somehow "lost" more than 11 million acres of land and
billions of dollars of payments that belong to, or were due to, various native American Indian
peoples, mostly in the US northwest, in what is said to be the biggest scandal to ever hit the
Department of the Interior. There is all sorts of land owned by individual Indians but held in trust
for them by the US government, which is supposed to pay them royalties for the use of their lands
by oil, mining, grazing, and logging firms. However, some such land was outright stolen, records
on uses of and payment for the land were lost or destroyed, and a $40 million computer system that
was supposed to keep track of it all was a failure from its very beginning. It is estimated that
eventually, the US government--meaning US taxpayers--will have to pay to the Indians over $10
billion to correct this injustice (Syracuse Post-Standard, 24 Feb. 2002, p. All). This illustrates the
systematic impoverishment of a devalued class by societal authorities, not just the impoverishment
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has moral and ideological roots.
One thing that led to this scandal is that the Interior Department, much like the federal office
of Housing and Urban Development, has been heavily staffed by "diversity" personnel as a political
plum, and office occupants have therefore often not functioned in the objectified ways that one would
expect of federal officials.
*The CBS "60 Minutes" program of 2015101 reported that government has been underwriting
crop insurance programs for families in Oklahoma to grow com where it cannot possibly grow. In
one year, 130,000 acres of planted com was never harvested. The same has begun to happen with
peanuts. The law enabling this was passed in consequence of someone making a campaign
contribution to politicians. Insurance companies go along with this fraud because they make big
money as well. Therefore, in short order, this program poured $1 billion down the drain (actually,
down the arid ground) in typical PPP fashion.
*The waste from atomic power plants remains radioactive for about 3 million years, but the
US Undersecretary of Energy admitted as long ago as 12/89 that his department did not have a
scientifically sound plan for assessing the suitability of the site in Nevada that for years has been
designated as a national dump for radioactive wastes. Indeed, a volcano is only 12 miles away. This
has been a site on which the government, after almost 50 years, has put all its hopes for finally
resolving the issue.
The US government spent $62 million on a building in California to store and treat low-level
radioactive waste. Then it decided that the structure was not secure enough, and as a consequence,
the waste has been stacked--under nearby tents, where the Energy Department claims that "it is stored
safely and securely," while the building, constructed faithfully to specifications, is sitting empty (AP
in SPS, 7 June 02).
*One expression of governmental pretense to omniscience is to make as many things as
possible secret, enabling it to have much secret information that citizens do not. The US government
has been creating new secrets at the rate of about 7 million a year (as of ca. 1990). In 1989, the US
government created 6,796,501 new secrets. Paradoxically, information designated as "top secret"
is actually very low in the secrecy hierarchy. Former Senator Moynihan estimated that there are
really only about 100 new secrets worth keeping secret every year. Many secrets are only kept secret
to fool the electorate, not "the enemy," who often knows the secrets.
*We learned from a secret source who wishes to remain anonymous that in at least one US
state, it is forbidden to either sell or even give away material (such as equipment or furnishings) that
has been purchased with state monies, i.e., by taxpayers out of their own pockets. The only way
such material may legally be disposed of is to be destroyed. Thus, when some body uses a state
funding source (even from a grant) to purchase such materials, and then later ceases operation, even
still quite useable material has to be thrown out--or at the very least, any other disposal of the
property must be done undercover. We would not be surprised to learn that other states have similar
bureaucratic rules that are just as unbelievable, bad, and immoral.
*It has been pointed out that the shady accounting practices in the US corporate world are
actually not much different from those practiced by government units all over the US, including the
federal government. After all, both the federal budget, as well as the actual federal expenditures,
are rather nontransparent even to members of Congress.
*According to some sources, Congress uses national emergencies to slip pork allocations past
widespread scrutiny. This accusation enraged some legislators who had done precisely that (SPS,
1115103).
*There are 11 different, independent trial court systems in NY State. Simply by streamlining
this structure, NY State alone could save $130 million a year. E.g., a divorcing couple may have
to go through 2 or more courts now. A liability suit may have to go through several different court
systems (SfS., 2111103). However, the lawyers have a vested interest in this opaque redundancy.
Remember Dickens' Jarndyce vs. Jarndyce!
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wagering $62 billion in 2000. Casinos rack up the highest revenues, followed by government
lotteries, followed in turn by gambling on Indian reservations, usually in Indian-operated casinos.
The impact of all this has been so negative on the population that a US national commission called
for a pause in the expansion of legalized gambling, but without effect. Ever more states are jumping
on the bandwagon, seeing that gambling is a very easy and lucrative source of government income
(SPS, 16/8/0 I). It will soon be as hard to wean governments from gambling as it is to wean adults
from heroin.
So many government units in the US have started gambling schemes that they have thoroughly
conditioned the public. All over the US, 50% of Americans buy at least one lottery ticket every
year, on top of all other kinds of gambling. Rhode Island is the state with the highest state lottery
participation, to the tune of $1115 a year per person (S£S, 13/7/03).
The New York State constitution specifically prohibits gambling other than state lotteries and
on horse races, but nonetheless in 2003, it allowed 12,000 slot machines (officially called video
lottery terminals) at race tracks that have nothing to do with horse racing.
The commander of the Salvation Army in Naples, Florida, made a principled decision not to
accept a $100,000 gift from a man who won over $14 million in the Florida lottery. He said that
the Salvation Army had to counsel too many people about to become homeless because of gambling
(S£S, 2 Jan. 03).
*According to Newsweek (25/11102), almost the entire Chinese government and Communist
party have entered into a system of economic corruption, trying to get a share of the new market
economy prosperity. Of suspects accused of fraud schemes (including tax evasion and smuggling)
involving more than $600,000, 78 % have been relatives of top officials, and 98 % of senior officials
have relatives in key business and government posts, altogether siphoning off a staggering 14% of
the Chinese GDP in recent years. Surely, the days of this regime are numbered.
*An amazing development is that German cities are drifting into bankruptcy and have started
to lease some of their formerly public services to private foreign investors. For instance, a number
of such cities have leased their sewer systems to obscure US investors for 100 years. The advantage
to the cities is that they immediately get tens of millions of dollars up-front, to spend right away, hut
then the cities have to pay lease fees for 100 years, in essence bequeathing a huge long-term financial
obligation to future generations after they have spent the quick-and-easy up-front money. The main
interest of US investors is saving taxes, but they certainly have no interest in maintaining sewer
systems overseas. There is some speculation that other public properties may go the same way, even
the schools. The contracts signed by the German city officials are hundreds of pages long and in
English, and apparently have not been read by the German officials who sign them (source
information from Dr. Henning Stein). When the leased systems break down, the politicians who
approved the deals will mostly no longer be around to be called to account.
*Two top violators of human rights, the Sudan and Pakistan, were voted into the UN Human
Rights Commission in 2001. There are still people around who dream of a utopian world government
under the UN.
(lm)morality in Business
*There was a big business ethics business before the big big business scandals of the early
2000s. These business scandals have been a godsend for business ethics, which has since burgeoned
even more, into a $2 billion per year industry. With it has come the widespread belief that a person
can become an expert on moral matters the same way that they might become an expert on market
strategies or accounting, simply by mastering a certain amount of literature and theory. Aristotle
already knew that this is not the way things work. He said that if one needed moral guidance, one
should seek out a person who had already succeeded in living a moral life rather than somebody who
had done a lot of memorizing of moral arguments.
Another thing that the new business ethics business has fostered is the notion that the
technologists can excuse themselves from moral judgment and simply bring in the moral experts as
consultants (FT, 12/02).
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is the sheer amount of money that was falsely accounted for. For instance, WorldCom disguised
almost $4 billion of expenses as capital expenditures, so as to make the firm look more profitable
than it was (SPS, 15/7/02).
*The telecommunications company Telergy, headquartered in Syracuse, was founded as
recently as 1995, soared on the stock market, and was celebrated in 2000 as one of the greatest
success stories in the recent history of Central New York businesses. The company exhibited the
typical hubris of the 1990s, with a flashy new building and only the finest in equipment and
furnishings. It was an entirely PPP business, where everybody sat at desks and worked computers,
and one of its "products" being the selling of band widths, if one can believe that. By Spring 2002,
it was in bankruptcy, and in the fall of that year, its building and assets were auctioned off. The
stockholders apparently lost their entire investment since the proceeds of the auction must be used
to payoff creditors who have a higher priority claim to the leftovers.
*While the top 140 Enron executives raked in $745 million in 2001, the 4500 laid-off Enron
employees received at the very most $13,500 each in compensation (Time, 1 July 02).
*In order to avoid bankruptcy, American Airlines asked its employees to approve $8 billion
in cuts of wages and benefits. The flight attendants alone agreed in 4/03 to take $340 million in payand benefit-cuts (amounting to pay-cuts of between 16-23%)--and only then were told that the airline
had offered to double the salaries of its top executives, add to their pension benefits, as well as award
bonuses to them. This created such an uproar that American Airlines had to retreat from this
sweetheart deal.
*It is hard to believe that the US's biggest investment firms agreed to payout $1.4 billion for
having defrauded the public, and yet without admitting any wrong-doing, after millions of investors
lost their shirts and many companies went belly-up. However, the investors who lost money will not
see much of the settlement because much of It is being raked in by government as penalties (SPS,
5 May 03).
*A consulting vulturing firm in Canada billed the government $330,000 for a PR strategy
report that the government said it never ordered and cannot find, though the bill was paid (Calf;aI)'
Herald, 18/6/02).
*Many large corporations have long been known to promote sexual immorality, such as
Benetton and Calvin Klein. What is new is that in 2000, AT&T decided to get into the pornography
business, trying to capture some of the $56 billion pornography market by partnering with the Hot
Network that provides some of TV's most explicit sexual programming. Among other things, AT&T
has bought up the distribution of pornographic films to hotel chains. Many organizations have
pleaded with AT&T to abstain from this undertaking, and some groups have withdrawn their
investment in AT&T, though AT&T claimed that consumer response has been minimal--but it did
decide to bailout of this sordidness. General Motors has also begun to invest heavily in the
pornography trade, and now sells more explicit sex films than Hustler magazine does (miscellaneous
news sources). (For GM to go into the film business is probably yet another "diversity. ") In
response, some people have resolved to quite buying GM cars.
*According to the book Fashion Victim, the fashion industry is soaked in deception. The
sizes of women's clothes are deliberately distorted so as to give women the illusion that they are more
petite than they are, and many clothes are marked "dry clean only" merely in order not to be held
liable if an item that is actually washable does not hold up to a buyer's expectations. People who
fall for all this are being called "fashion victims" (Parade, 9 Feb. 03).
Perspectives on the Enron Scandal
When Enron collapsed in 12/01, it was the largest US power company, and the 7th largest
commercial firm in the US (though it was not paying taxes in 2000). It is also very revealing that
this company made nothing, but merely bought and sold energy, and was thus very much a PPP
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world's largest.
When Enron declared bankruptcy in 12/01, it was the biggest collapse in US corporate history;
4000 of its workers, some of them with 30 years tenure, lost their pensions. But before the crash,
its executives sold $200 million of their stock options and ran with the loot. All this opened the gates
of lawsuit paradise to parasitic lawyerdom.
For months in early 2002, the scandal was a major news item--but it already seems so far in
the past.
One of the enduring mysterious truths is that when sexual decadence becomes systematic
within a collective human endeavor, very bad and apparently unrelated bad things happen, i.e., get
done. (If you didn't know this, keep your eyes open and you'll see it from now on, unless you are
unwilling to see it.) The Enron scandal is a good example. As has become increasingly public, the
Enron culture was permeated with multiple decadences and immoralities, and sex played a big role
in it.
The Enron scandal was so multifariously nefarious that it is difficult to classify it into just one
of our recurring TIPS headings. It revealed many awful things about American--and perhaps
modemistic--societies.
1. Even the mainstream of the financial and commercial market and its leaders is corrupted.
2. US national political leaders have been almost 100% bought by commercial interests. The
longer they are in office, the more bought they are. E.g., of the 100 US Senators, 71 had accepted
Enron money!! How can anyone seriously believe that democracy can survive in the US? Close to
100% of politicians on the national level have been bought.
3. Further, being bought has become so natural to them that they no longer see anything
wrong with it, meaning that their sense of morality has been destroyed.
4. The Enron fiasco was yet another massive transfer of wealth upwards, with billions in
people's pension funds having been de facto stolen.
5. The Enron pension fund theft is the future of the privatization of Social Security! After
people have lost their pensions, the public will have to support them, meaning an ongoing de facto
transfer of tax dollars to the thieves.
One good consequence of the scandal was that it forced a lot of nefarious US corporate
practices out into the open. For instance, General Electric revealed for the first time that it had
transactions not showing on its balance books of $33 billion in a single year! Obviously, transactions
of this magnitude have been going on for a long time, and at the very least make a company
nontransparent not only to outsiders, but even to most of its insiders, even if they do not circumvent
the law (SPS, 10 Mar. 02).
Personal Lyin~
A number of publications have appeared in recent years commenting on what appears to be
an increasing tendency of people to lie, at least in American society. This untruthfulness can take
many forms, such as telling false self-aggrandizing stories about one's past, fibbing on one's
curriculum vitae, inventing entire new identities for oneself, plagiarizing (even Nobel Prize-winners
have been caught doing it), etc.
The decline of fundamental morality in the US (but actually, wherever the culture of
modernism reigns) has gotten to the point where two-thirds of Americans believe that there is nothing
particularly wrong with lying, and in many situations, they feel like suckers if they do not lie. As
one commentator put it, "Lying is having a bit of a heyday right now." Some people believe that
it is this kind of attitude toward the truth that lies behind massive immorality in business that was
uncovered with the Enron and subsequent business scandals in 2002 (NCR, 18/8/02).
According to one study, Americans lie in at least 20% of social interactions that last 10 or
more minutes. Mostly, these are social lies of politeness. However, lying is believed to be on the
increase because so many Americans are now rootless and can get away with their lies, whereas
people who are well-known by a community or social circle cannot get away with it (SHA, 22/2/01).
*Contemporary Americans not only do a lot of lying, but seem to be totally unaware of it.
A study found that 60% of college students who engaged in introductory conversations with each
other told at least one lie within 10 minutes. The distribution was not normal, insofar as people who
did lie tended to lie at least 3 times per conversation (Discover, 10/02).
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from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, in the 1960s. Also, thousands of people are falsely claiming
to have been in school with Martin Luther King (SHA, 22/2/01).
Considering all this, we should not be surprised if ever more people claim to have been
sexually abused, including by priests, bishops, the Pope, President Clinton, Mrs. Clinton, Sir
Laurence Olivier and the band at the Waldorf Astoria.
*More and more Americans are cheating on their resumes, with about 44 % of all resumes
containing at least one lie. Even 23 % of people applying for high-level executive and board positions
were found to be inflating their credentials. Some of this faking is mysterious. For instance, some
people give inaccurate Social Security numbers, and some people who actually do have top
credentials, and who probably would get the job they want without lying, nonetheless falsely claim
even more credentials. Even US Vice President Al Gore was caught fibbing about his background
during the 2000 presidential campaign (Newsweek, 13/5/02).
*Surely, the so-called post-modernist mentality must be a contributor to people lying more.
Here is one such classical post-modernist interpretation: someone said about an issue, "We hope to
get at the truth, but not by way of the facts" (Newsweek, 3 Sept. 01).
Other (Im)morality in Society
*There was quite a bit of publicity about a recent survey of college seniors that reported that
about 3/4 said that they had been taught that what is right and wrong depends on individual and
cultural differences and personal values, and that in other words, morality is a matter of "choice."
*One way in which the entertainment media undermine morality in the culture is to present
people with immoral lifestyles as heroes and celebrities. In recent American films, this was
exemplified by Eminem, the hero in "8 Mile," and Frida Kahlo in "Frida." At the same time, other
media then jumped on board with correlative laurelizations of these characters, such as a very
favorable cover story even in the Smithsonian itself of "Frida." Almost inevitably, these kinds of
films also are the ones that get rave reviews from the media, nominations for prizes, and the prizes
themselves. Or the rave reviews come first, and then the awards.
*The play "Copenhagen" received high praise in the media. It deals with the trip that the
German physicist Werner Heisenberg took to Copenhagen during WW II in order to discuss with
Niels Bohr some of the developments and moralities dealing with the research to build a nuclear
weapon. We now understand why the play, which rather unpromisingly consists of three people
talking endlessly, got such high praise: it promotes the thesis that there is no truth, and that
everything depends on how one looks at it. This is supposed to reflect Heisenberg's own so-called
"indeterminacy principle" which, however, only deals with uncertainties of determining the precise
location of atomic particles, but which the scientifically illiterate intelligentsia has generalized as
meaning that truth and morality are relative (American Scientist, 1/03).
*We noted one noteworthy sign of our times, namely that people will often "apologize" for
something they had done, rather than repent of it, even when it was very evil. For instance, in our
central New York area, a teenager killed his father, and later "apologized" for it. Of course, it could
be that the thoroughly anti-religious media interpret repentance as "apology," since "repentance" has
a spiritual and religious implication that "apology" does not.
*Buffalo, NY, decided to have an occasional day of free-admissions to its zoo, but ended the
policy because on Memorial Day, uncontrollable masses of people streamed into the zoo and savaged
it and its animals, e.g., throwing garbage at the bears, knocking rare birds from tree branches and
setting a tire near the tigers and lions (5£5, 30/5/02). This sort of thing seems to go hand-in-hand
with the collapse of civility in society, and perhaps also a little bit with being from Buffalo. We
think the savagers should have been thrown to the lions.
*It is hard to believe that more and more people in the US are taking great pleasure in going
to private animal preserves in order to "hunt," often meaning that the animals are lined up in front
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such preserves buy surplus rare animals from zoos so that customers can kill these tame animals
(which sometimes even come when called) and mount their heads on their walls (Time, 11 Mar. 02).
This is merely one of the just awful things that are happening all around us. Modernism is spawning
an awful lot of awful people.
*According to Newsweek (1 April 02), the average US household carried a credit card debt
of $8600. This means they are living off other people's labor. What is to become of us?
At one time, inability to pay one's debts was considered a moral failure, and not a business
risk, but modernism has changed all that and redefmed insolvency from sin to risk, and from moral
failure to economic failure. People who went bankrupt were sometimes so ashamed that they left
their home, town and even country, and wandered off in penurious anonymity as exemplifted by the
founder of the Red Cross, Henri Dunant. The problem of bankruptcy in the US for both individuals
and businesses is unparalleled in world history, rising from just 200,000 individual ftlings in 1979
to 1.4 million in 1998. Apparently in no other country can a debtor so easily walk away from all
ftnancial obligations once a court approves, including from liability lawsuits before they are even
ftled. For the ftrst time, a class of lawyers and bankruptcy professionals have developed a vested
interest in maintaining a bankruptcy structure and have been making war against reforming it (B&.C,
3/03).
. One thing people seem to ignore when they go into debt (which is almost always the case prior
to bankruptcy) is that they are living beyond their income, and off other people's labor.
*One thing that is amazing is that people have no problem about government "moralizing"
about alcohol and tobacco use, as well as about the use of all sorts of illegal drugs, and even what
sort of diet and physical activity to pursue-then assert vehemently that the government should not
moralize about all sorts of sexual practices. It is also hypocritical to demand when alcohol and
tobacco consumption are perfectly legal, but are denounced by the government officials, that the
government only decry illegal activities.
*In 1969, two-thirds of Americans thought that premarital sex was morally wrong, and only
21 % outright endorsed it. By 2001, only 38% thought that it was wrong, and 60% deemed it
acceptable--among young adults, even 67% did (NCR, 10 June 01).
*In the 1970s, the liberals told the world that honest and frank sex education for children was
"the last taboo" (e.g., Ramey, J. (1979). Dealing with the last taboo. SIECUS R@rt. 7(5), 1-7).
But of course, that was merely one of the deceptions that normatively goes with deathmaking and
other evils. Soon after came the most explicit sex education for children imaginable, the moralization
of all sexual behaviors, the moral neutralization of abortion, the virtual exaltation of homosexuality,
and then the promotion of homosexual so-called "marriages." Parental control over children is
currently also being rapidly eroded, and surely there must be many many more awful taboos that will
get broken in the future.
*Pornography increased greatly in the US media during the eight years of the Clinton
administration. Among other developments at that time was that this made corporate America
(exemplifted by AT&T, Western, and Marriott) feel it was safe to enter into pornography. However,
Internet service-provider Yahoo and AT&T have since backed out, after having been punished by at
least a small section of the public for this (.lS.CR, 17/2/02).
Cable TV was much worse than network TV in carrying sexual content. In fact, in 2001,
there were 3.6 incidences of sexual content per hour in prime time. Even worse was the foul
language with more than ]3 incidences per hour. If one combined sexual content, coarse language,
and violence, then there were almost 22 such incidences per hOUT.The program "South Park" was
the worst, with 126 per hour (NeR, 10 Feb. 2(02).
Newsweek reviewed a new TV program called "The Osbornes." While its actors were
interviewed, they emitted what we call S & F vocabulary 6 times (actually, ftve Fs and one S) on
a single page-and then the review called the program "wholesome" (11 Mar. 02). We certainly
would not want anyone's children to read Newsweek and fmd such trash, not to mention actually
watching "The Osbornes."
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profit (NCR, 12 Nov. (0). Wow, what "choice"!
*At one time, if women had danced naked down the streets of New York City, cops would
have arrested them. Nowadays, they provide a police escort for them. A marked patrol car with its
dome lights flashing escorted a glass-enclosed bus through midtown Manhattan in which naked
women were dancing and blowing kisses at passers-by, all this in order to promote a pornographic
website. At the same time, the route of the bus was being broadcast live over a local radio station
(SHI, 2 Dec. (0). While we decry this kind of decadence, we are very sorry we missed it.
*Two Michigan cities threatened trash rapper Dr. Dre and his organizers with arrest if he
aired a sexually explicit video at local concerts. The video was shown anyway, plus Dre sued, and
it turned out that this threat was a violation of his rights, and the two cities had to shell out $53,000
in damages and issue an apology (SfS, 25/10/01). Again, who can blame the strict Islamists for
trying to prevent things like that happening in their countries when this is the very thing that the PC
crowd would thrust down their throats?
*A 2001 headline about a doll company that has introduced a Depression-era doll was "Doll
serves as a moral compass," because through the doll and the story book that comes with her,
children can learn about the hardships of the Great Depression and that families and their individual
members all had to make many sacrifices (Syracuse Herald Journal, 16 Jan. 2001, p. B3). No doubt
it is good for pampered children in an affluent age to learn about hardship, and the good that can
come from enduring it well--but a moral compass? Also, the doll costs a very contemporary $84.
*We discovered a new strategy of the media culture when it reviews works of art or
entertainment that violate public morality, and where the media are trying to promote the immorality
without explicitly appearing to do so. Namely, the new strategy is to say relatively little about the
work at issue, but instead to lavishly praise one or several of the artists involved. For instance, in
the middle of the priest sex scandal (often called a pedophilia scandal by the media), the film
"Tadpole" came out which dealt with a lust affair between a 15-year-old boy and his 40-year-old
stepmother (actually played by a woman who was 52-years old in real life). Within a matter of days,
we ran across four reviews of this film, three of them in our local newspaper, with not a one of them
relating this film to issues of so-called pedophilia or incest, but having a great deal to say about the
good acting and the brilliant prospects of the young actor. While the boy does not "get" her, he does
get her also older best friend.
*Few people are aware how the Star Wars films contributed to the mentality of modernism,
namely in one of the climatic moments, the hero is told to "trust your feelings," and not to fall back
on reason, morality, etc. Everything is justified by acting on feelings. When one acts on feelings,
there is no point in falling into the idiom of moral law.
*Whatever happened to "think of the poor starving children in India "? Sara Lee, an
international food conglomerate, now sells bread that already has the crusts cut off, to spare parents
the work of doing so for their spoiled children who complain that they don't like the crusts. Even
though it has no crusts, it will cost almost 30% more than bread that comes with crust (ill, 4 May
02, p. B6).
*Discredited ex-president Bill Clinton hecame the highest-paid speaker in the history of the
lecture industry in 2001, earning $9.2 million. By 2003, he was getting about $100,000 per speech,
which is unbelievable. The incentives for misbehaving are becoming ever greater.
The Collapse of Societal Institutions. Glues, & Even Entire Societies
Earlier sections of TIPS have also contained items on the collapse of the "glues" and social
institutions that hold society together. For instance, societies can eventually collapse when the gap
between the haves and have-nots becomes a chasm, or when morality collapses, when children are
no longer valued or wanted or safe, etc.
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*In sub-Saharan Africa, almost everything imaginable having to do with civic culture, comity,
polity, health, and even merely material and technical functionality, seems to be breaking down.
Because of centuries- (or even millennia-)old cultural customs, these countries are incapable of
rational and objective political and governmental management. (After all, that is one of the many
ways of being "diverse. ")
The news keeps reporting the disasters, wars, exploitations and irrationalities in the different
African countries in a piecemeal fashion so that the public loses track of the fact that something
systemic of huge scale is going on. This includes an inability to function on any democratic model.
Instead, the model that keeps emerging over and over is the tribal chief or strong-man model, and
personal rule by force rather than by law. However. it is often ignored that tribal chief rule can be
a quite good one depending on the nature of the chief and the traditions that surround a particular
chiefly rule. After all, this is what came closest to "working" before the advent of the colonial
powers in Africa.
All this is almost entirely due to that part of Africa not being able to withstand the onslaught
of the culture of modernism, particularly when modernism releases the brakes on some of the more
uncivilized pre-Western indigenous practices. For instance, the previously well-regulated system of
polygamy is becoming an unregulated culture of promiscuity .
One implication of all this is that the countries cannot act in a fiscally responsible fashion.
The end result is another failed state. If anything remotely hinting at the enormity of this reality is
reported, it is blamed on former colonialism, rather than on cultural differences and diversity,
*Since the end of apartheid, poor South Africa has gone even more to the dogs. Not only has
it quickly acquired one of the highest AIDS rates in the world, but also one of the highest rape rates.
One motive for rape is the belief that if men with AIDS have sex with a virgin, this will cure the
AIDS. (More diversity!) This also seems to account for rape of baby girls (l), even by gangs of
men at a time (S£S, 18/11/01). This is in addition to "black" men raping "white women" in large
numbers because of "pay-back time," as we reported before.
*Between 1820-1867, 13,000 freed American slaves and their families journeyed back to
Africa to the area that is now called Liberia. Many of them had only been freed from slavery when
they promised to recolonize in Africa. There they began to assume the practices and manners of their
former Southern plantation owners, and began to subjugate the indigenous African population. Even
though they were only a very small minority of about 5 %. they began to dominate the country until
the indigenous population rose up in the 1980s, resulting in civil war and mass slaughter ever since
(Smithsonian, 11103).
.
While Liberia has been a failed country since at least 1980, engaged in constant and genocidal
civil war, the US poured $500 million (l) into the government there between 1981-1985 alone. And
despite all that, the average annual income of Liberians has been less than $200.
President Taylor of Liberia, who was ousted in 2003, nevertheless managed to stash away
about $1 billion in Swiss bank accounts, which is almost seven times the entire Liberian annual
revenues (AP in ~,
8 Sept. 03).
*Nigeria has the biggest population of an African country, and more than 250 ethnic groups
which are divided about evenly between Muslims and Christians. A few decades ago, there already
was a major civil war in which the Ibo were prevented from seceding with terrible bloodshed. With
one of the lowest per-capita incomes on earth, Nigeria found it necessary to send a satellite into space
at the cost of tens of millions of dollars (S£S, 28/9/03). This is like a poor person going out and
spending his or her welfare check on a flashy piece of jewelry instead of food.
*After the Soviet Union, the Congo is the world's largest failed state. The very fact that the
Congo is a rich country is also what makes it so attractive to its various exploiters. Among its riches
is a metal compound called coltan which is vital for making capacitators used in computers and cell
phones. Right here is one more reason not to use these gadgets because if one does, one contributes
to warfare and death first in the Congo, and later to death by pollution when the gadgets are
discarded (Newsweek, 1417/03).
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*Haiti has never functioned. Colombia has been a failed state for decades. A more recent
addition is a paradox: Argentina, full of competent people, embraced collective insanity for several
decades now. First came an internal war with many "disappearances," then the brainless Falkland
Islands war against Britain, then hyperinflation and irresponsible spending beyond income, paid for
by unimaginably large foreign debts, and then national bankruptcy, followed by mindless large-scale
wanton and destructive rampaging by the population and the trashing of their own cities. And all this
in one of the world's richest countries! It could happen anywhere if the population turned irrational.
It could ~
happen in the US.
In respect to the way the Argentinians have worked hard at ruining their rich country, one
writer (Alberto Manguel) asked, "What possible solution is there for a country bankrupt financially
and morally, with the same lot of corrupt politicians fighting over what is now nothing but bare
bones, with a murderous military waiting in the wings, with no justice system, no economic program,
no efficient industrial activities to speak of? ..The country imagined by my ancestors, the
extraordinary country that educated me and made me who I am, no longer exists among its ruins.
Argentina is no longer, and the bastards who destroyed it are still alive."
*First, Brazil became a financial basket case, and then Argentina, and now most recently
Uruguay. The US government promptly bailed it out in 5/02 since it was able to do so for a mere
$1.5 billion because it was a small country. However, we may soon see a meltdown of yet other
South American countries which could take the world economy down with them.
*Lawlessness overtook Venezuela, with mayors demanding that a "crime emergency" be
declared. Like the US, it is now a security state, with security officers everywhere. In 2000, it
introduced" lO-minute trials" for criminals caught red-handed (AP in S£S., 2 March (0).
*Someone recently studied Peru, a poor country with 25 million inhabitants, and found that
its legislature had passed 28,000 laws in one year (B&C, 112(01).
Societal Collapse in Europe
*According to the German newspapers, there is deep anxiety in Germany that an "affluence
loss" is in the making, which of course would not surprise us at all. Some people have even called
this an "end of the world mood." All of this is complicated by the fact that German politicians are
said to be now involved in a perpetual election campaign which paralyzes any adaptive political
process.
*May Day (May 1) is in Berlin the equivalent of devil's night in Detroit with youths both
from the city and from elsewhere swarming into the streets to wreak havoc, get drunk, smash store
windows, set fires to cars, etc. Gleeful radicals join in this together with punk rockers (NYSZ, 10
May 03).
*In 3/02, a member of the public observing a city council near Paris in session pulled several
weapons from under his coat and fired 40 shots in rapid succession, killing eight people and
wounding 30. Of course, these days, this is no longer remarkable, except for one thing: the man
was an officeholder in the local league for human rights (source clipping from Susanne Hartfiel).
*Some smart-alecks in Britain concluded that if they broke up the British telephone system
the way AT&T in the US was broken up some years ago, not only would services improve but prices
would drop. Instead, prices are now much higher.
Furthermore, if people dial a number to get operator assistance, they are apt to get somebody
located in the Third World who may be poor in English and unfamiliar with all sorts of British
names. Altogether, the service has become so complicated as to become almost unusable to many
people, especially the "usual suspects," i.e., those who are not too sharp mentally (S£S, 28/8/03).
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*In the Soviet Union, there were bureaucrats in Moscow who every month would set the
prices for more than 20 million different items, without reference to what it cost to produce them,
or whether they could be sold, or what the desires of buyers or sellers were. As early as the 1920s,
a few people had pointed out that humans would be unable to manage the information needed to do
all this adaptively, but nobody paid attention until the Soviet Union had collapsed (FT, 6/2(00).
However, economically and socially, things are not much different in Russia now. As of
2000, municipal services in many Russian cities were barely functional. There may be no garbage
collection for weeks, and the water may come contaminated from the pipes (AP in SW, 22112/00).
*According to some data, only about 10% of newborns in Russia are healthy.
*The reason we hear little about the dire straits of Russia is that the cold war is over, but
people forget that Russia sits on a huge nuclear arsenal--an awful thing in an unstable country.
The United States: The Decline of Public Participation & Volunteerism
*Putnam, R. D. (2000). Bowlinl: alone: The collapse and revival of American community.
New York: Touchstone (Simon & Schuster). This book documents the decline in all forms of what
the author calls broadly "civic participation" in American society: in government (as by voting,
running for office, or attending town meetings), participation in clubs, informal groups, formal
voluntary associations (VAs), and other forms of the life of the larger community. It is well written
and well documented, and the charts that trace long-term trends are compelling. It also takes pains
to point out nuances, and to correct widely-held but mistaken ideas about the causes of this decline.
For instance, it notes that while the number of VAs has actually grown dramatically in recent
decades, the membership in all VAs is down, and in many of these new VAs, members rarely meet,
but only pay dues. Similarly, he notes that people have more free time than they used to, so lack
of time is not the cause of the decline in public participation, but the time is not necessarily available
in chunks that are useful for such participation.
The book elaborates on the idea of "social capital," i.e., that just like physical capital and
human capital, there is such a thing as social capital whereby when people join together, this can
increase productivity, effectiveness, and all sorts of other good things.
Remarkably, the author gives a long list of likely suspects as causes of the decline of
participation in public life--including financial hardships, residential mobility, television,
suburbanization and sprawl, etc. (see p. 187 for a complete list), and then devotes 5 chapters to
examining these in detail, but he never mentions values aer.se as a possible cause, and that value
shifts could themselves have contributed to these other posited causes. The only mention of values
is on pp. 259-260, which discusses contemporary people's desire for a materialistically well-off life.
One useful distinction he made is between bridging groups vs. bonding groups (p. 22).
Bonding groups are those where the members feel tightly-knit, and often have much in common with
each other, e.g., ethnic heritage clubs. Bridging groups sound similar to what others have called
"interstitial" groups, in which members do not have a great deal in common except some interest or
purpose, but their joining together bridges divisions of age, class, race, income, etc. Both types of
groups have their different benefits.
Pp. 261-262 gives data about the dramatic generational difference in suicide rates, and again,
although he does not connect this to values, it could clearly be due to a value shift that took place
over a generation, with the older generation still holding to values which condemn suicide, and
therefore having lower suicide rates than the younger generation which embraces values that endorse
suicide, and therefore having higher suicide rates.
Chapter 20 on Health and Happiness (pp. 326-335) documents how being part of a supportive
community of just about any kind is associated with better health and longer life.
However, the "revival" (in the title) is as yet a wishful thought.
*There is an ongoing controversy whether Americans in recent decades have disengaged from
voluntary associations, after such engagements apparently reached a plateau in the 196Os.
Innumerable organizations such as the Red Cross, labor unions, fraternal organizations, PTA, etc.,
etc. have reported steady declines in membership, and some of them have even gone out of business.
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element behind this denial. Namely, it is the culture of modernism, and radical self-centered
individualism so dearly beloved by liberals, that is bringing about the decline of social, and
particularly altruistic, engagement, and this is yet one more reason why those in love with this culture
do not want to see any negative light cast upon it. Instead, they point to certain kinds of voluntary
associations that have increased in numbers, but often fail to point out that many of these are selfcentered ones rather than altruistic ones, such as self-centered support groups, weight-control groups,
"victim" associations, etc. (B&C, 5/03).
*Another interesting aspect of the collapse of polity in the US is that more money is being
spent in many kinds of elections despite a smaller percentage of people voting. When only a minority
votes, then the majority of that minority could be a very small population sector. In the 11/01
elections in Buffalo, NY, 13% of the local citizens could have seized control, and that number can
decline even more.
We were surprised to learn that in all of Syracuse, there are only 14,000 households in 9/03
that participate in every election.
*As an editorial in Time (11 Aug. 03) put it, "As a nation, we seem to be losing the habits
of civility and citizenship. Public life is becoming a pricey boutique, catering only to special interests
and political eccentrics." Interestingly, this critique comes from the very kinds of people who have
been instrumental in making sure that civics is no longer taught in American schools.
*A Northwestern University professor said, "This is the undermining of self-reliance, when
you make a habit of using politics to solve problems that people previously solved themselves"
(Newsweek, 19/7/03). We keep hearing over and over that this has happened very much in
Scandinavia, where people act paralysed in the face of a human need, waiting for "government" to
somehow solve the problem. Even people hired by government as human service workers often seem
to see themselves no longer as the agents of governmental problem-solving, but expect a yet higherlevel magic action by government (maybe a law, a new social institution, a new building) to solve
the problem.
The Hilariously Fri~htenin~ Gubernatorial Recall Election in California
*No sooner had Californians elected a governor than they organized a recall vote, at which
135 people ran for the governorship (now there is choice).
The fact that in 9/03, 90 of these candidates agreed to come onto the Jay Leno talk show is
something that was not much less than a circus, and underlines to what lows the American civic
process has sunk.
Among other things, the huge stable of candidates (including now-governor Schwarzenegger)
to replace the governor of California were spending hundreds of millions of dollars on their
campaigns--all money that might have helped to fix the state's problems a bit.
Of the 135 candidates, only ten got more than 10,000 votes, but it is significant that one of
them was a pornography actress running as an independent. This has been a worldwide phenomenon
in recent decades: people, fed up with politics as usual, have voted for porn stars.
A columnist in ~
(11 Aug. 03) characterized California as suffering from an excess of
democracy and a dearth of citizenship, but we would say that this characterizes most of the nations
of modernism these days.
As all this was going on, financial markets dropped the credit rating of the State of California
to near-junk status, which in turn means that it will cost the state much more money to borrow. This
is a problem we are seeing everywhere these days: incurrence of debt to enable high-living today,
and passing the debt on to future generations to pay.
That the largest state in the US could be thrown into political chaos (in this case, by a citizen
initiative) should be a profound lesson for everybody else, and should be seen as yet another
harbinger of things fallen apart. The center can no longer hold!
*Some commentators have said that Americans no longer vote on the positions held by
candidates, but on who the candidates are, and that this explains in large part Schwarzenegger's 2003
electoral win as governor in California.
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sexually harassed women shot themselves in the foot, and that in the eyes of many women, this
merely enhanced his appeal, consistent with what we have repeatedly reported about the intense
attraction of a great many women to felons. In fact, his success in attracting the women's vote
astounded many people, who should not have been astounded (Time, 20/10/03).
*California took out time from electing and de-electing governors to approve a regulation
banning the declawiog of cats because this might give them emotional problems (CS, 7 Aug. 03).
The United States:

Judicial Usurpation of Governance

Virtually every important change in American social policy in the last two generations has
been either initiated or driven by the judiciary.
Among other things, this includes the place of
religion in the social order. We elaborate on this in our workshop that takes a critical look at the
current "rights" scene.
*Whereas in earlier days, the Supreme Court only demanded conformity with its decisions,
more recent Supreme Court decisions (exemplified by Planned Parenthood vs. Casey, 1992) have
called for the people to conform their consciences to the court's decisions.
*Contemplating the pro-slavery decisions of the US Supreme Court prior to the Civil War,
Abraham Lincoln already then warned of Supreme Court decisions "irrevocably fixing vital questions
affecting the whole people," so that "the people will have ceased to be their own rulers ... practically
having resigned their government into the hands of that. .. tribunal." Today, the US judiciary would
consider Lincoln to be a very dangerous man for advancing such arguments (E!, 11102).
*In another case of judicial usurpation, the US Supreme Court--rather than the Congress--ruled
in 2002 that death penalty sentences were not to be left to the discretion of judges but to juries.
*There is great irony in the fact that the American court system has taken away more and
more of the rights of self-government from the people in the name of "privacy," which is really a
code word for personal autonomy. In other words, in order to give us more personal autonomy,
democracy was taken away from us--and the liberals applaud.
The United States:

Fiscal (Ir)responsibility

by Goyernment

In every year that the US does not pay down its national debt, the debt actually grows as the
government must borrow just to pay the interest on what it owes; and in every year when there is
a deficit budget, the debt gets bigger. As of 2003, the national debt amounted to $22,000 for every
American man, woman and child.
*An Associated Press study found that the US Congress largely passes those laws that are in
accord with the desires of the biggest campaign contributors of Congress members. In other words,
the big contributors own the country (AP in S£.S, 2017/03).
*Imagine this: people running for a seat in the senate of the State of New York think nothing
of spending half-a-million dollars for every one of their election campaigns (SfS, 2017/03). And this
is for just one of many seats, and only one of many US state legislatures. And in the end, the winner
wins with a very small percentage of all votes, making the cost of each winning vote astronomic.
*The legislature of the State of New York alone passes ahout 1200 bills a year, while the
parliament of Scotland approved a mere 49 laws over a 3-y'ear period. To run for a New York State
Senate seat costs about $1 million in campaign monies, while the Scottish parliament seat competition
would cost a candidate at most $14,000. Among other things, all this goes to show that when one
has money to waste, one will waste it (££S, 10 April 02).
*As the US government got into the habit of imposing "unfunded mandates" upon the states,
the states learned a lesson and began to devolve or cascade these same mandates downward onto local
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to do all sorts of things for which they are not getting money from higher up. Sometimes this
happens precipitously, giving local government no opportunity to plan for these expenditures in
advance.
*A study of 40 major counties in the US rated Nassau County in New York State as one of
the worst run. As even a county executive admitted, "Everything was broken." The county did not
know how many people worked for it, or how many employees were being paid who did not work;
it paid for 1400 telephone lines that it did not use, paid out millions in Medicaid claims without any
kind of checking up of their validity, had 1200 new computers sitting around unopened and unused
until they became obsolete, and on and on. But what is the most remarkable thing is that the county
is among the wealthiest in the US, inhabited by many people who commute to New York City and
from there try to run the world (S.fS, 12 Jan. 03).
*When a state or government collapses, one of the last things to go is usually its capacity to
collect taxes, or otherwise steal wealth from its people. In fact, the only government function left
in many African states these days is doing exactly that. It is thus a very telling sign of the collapse
of US society that the IRS has lost control over its collecting function, and that employees in one of
its out-contracted collecting centers in Pittsburgh hid away or shredded tax returns worth almost $1
billion (AP in SfS, 6 Sept. 01).
The Collapse of Social GlueS. & Some of the Results Thereof
*There are two very powerful forces that help people lead moral lives. One is a genuine
spirituality, and the other is communality, provided that it is not a communality committed to
lawlessness. For most people, spirituality is transacted in the context of a formal religion, while
communality is usually enacted via potentially multiple social groupings, starting with the family, and
beyond that, neighborhood or township, and/or some kind of formal or informal association=possibly
including a local church.
When people lack either spirituality or communality, they become either cosmically or socially
decommunitized--i.e., cut off from other people physically, emotionally, spiritually, in time--and then
become in turn highly at risk of falling into lives of misery, disorder, or antisociality .
Misery can take the form of loneliness, or of mental problems such as depression.
Disorder can take forms such as unsteadiness, high mobility, unreliability, alcohol and drug
dependence, or a disordered sexual life.
Antisociality is most likely to take the forms of nastiness, aggressiveness, and crime.
The risks for all this skyrocket when both the stabilizing forces of spirituality and communality
are lacking in a person's life, especially because then, neither can be called upon, and appealed to,
to bring the other back into one's life. After all, people without spirituality can often be rescued by
a communality, while people without communality are sometimes rescued by their spirituality. When
both are lacking, the forces of and for rescue are profoundly impoverished.
This also helps explain why many poor people who have spirituality and communality make
a success of their lives despite the hardships of poverty, while most others who lack these stabilizing
forces do not, but their problems get blamed on their poverty rather than on their despiritualized and
decommunitized way of life.
*It is not only one's impression: research has proven that America is in fact becoming a ruder
place, with ruder people. Parents, television, and the dramatic increase in technology in society all
come in for a share of the blame (SfS, 3 Apr. 02), but we would also add that it is the underlying
values that form the parental mind-set, that infuse and are spread by television, and that pervade all
of society, which are the deeper root.
*While 80% of Americans are disgusted with the lack of courtesy in society, half of these
admit that they themselves are contributing mightily to the problem (TIme, 15/4/02).
*It is interesting to consider that there now are such occupations as "domestic violence
educators. " Until recently, there was no such occupation. Is the emergence of this kind of
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no such people?
*In 1996, we learned for the first time that there are people whose job title is "error
scientists. "
*At a Syracuse high school, a fight broke out on the school grounds after a student had
smuggled in a knife. In response, students now have to enter the school by going through a process
that resembles that of airports: their bags are searched, and they walk through a metal detector.
Even the principal had to be pressed into service staffing the screening lines in the morning. On top
of that, at any time of the day, further weapons searches are conducted. When the TIPS editor went
to school, there was never ever once even one single weapons check, but now American high school
students are subject to weapons checks every day all day long! Not only is this of course a terrible
sign of the collapse of our society, but it helps explain why the children do not learn anything
anymore in school.
*After one deranged politician shot another politician to death in Brooklyn, the mayor of New
York City decreed that all city officials, including the mayor as well, must henceforth go through
metal detectors at City Hall (AP in SPS, 24/7/03).
*The average city school superintendent in the US now lasts only three years (Newsweek,
23/7/01).
*Certain buses in the Syracuse area that go to shopping malls became so rowdy because of
all the teenagers using them that the public bus company began to pay for police officers to ride the
buses, which of course adds a humongous expense to running a public bus system. All this in order
to avoid "discrimination" about whom one lets on the bus, or whom one kicks off it (SPS, 14/6/02).
In Buffalo, NY, a mall came up with a better solution, namely, putting security guards at every
entrance and refusing admission after 4 pm to any young teenagers without adult accompaniment
because too many youths at the mall had become loud, abusive and disruptive (AP in SPS, 27/7/02).
*We would not be surprised if it were true, as claimed, that ghetto children turn out better
if they join high school reserve officers training corps, or ROTC (Time, 4 Mar. 02). However, the
spread of these programs in ghetto schools is yet another expression of the increasing militarization
in our society, which itself is a response to societal collapse.
*An example of the kind of mutually disabling gridlock we have been talking about is that in
New York, some state building codes conflict with some local (e.g., county) ones, and each party
tries to muster enough strength to uphold the code it favors, resulting in a stand-off rather than a
compromise or any other kind of solution. So a construction firm may not be able to meet both
codes. The state has demanded that piping be completely redone in some major buildings, at
unimaginable costs to building owners, in order to meet state codes--and the buildings would then
stand in violation of local codes (SPS, 27/6/03).
*At a convention center in Philadelphia, it is not allowed to put down a tablecloth unless
representatives from 3 different unions are present and involved. The Association of American
Surgeons had planned to hold its convention in Philadelphia but cancelled these plans because it was
"totally blind-sided with regard to how the unions operate," and could not deal with the astronomic
costs that were entailed. In turn, things like this mean huge losses to the local community, and the
death of certain stores, restaurants and hotels that rely on convention business to provide them with
enough income. The city had put $522 million into the convention center, and unless some kind of
authority uses some kind of brute force, it will all have been in vain (AP in SPS, 29/1/03). This
illustrates the kinds of breakdowns that are happening left-and-right because of the shortsighted selfcenteredness, bureaucratism, and mutual disablement by so many parties in our society.
*A CD disk was sold with the warning label, "do not use as a projectile in a catapult." A
manufactured fireplace log warned, "caution-risk of fire." A box of birthday candles put, so to
speak, thoughts in people's heads by warning, "do not use soft wax as ear plugs or for any other
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success of frivolous and greedy lawsuits in the US culture, and to what length vendors will go to
prevent being sued (SPS, 24/1/02).
*Barely established, the US Homeland Security Department started going after people engaged
in child pornography (SPS, 10 July 03). What is alarming about this is that this is a function one
would have thought would be proper to the ordinary police authorities, and therefore constitutes a
power grab which paves the way towards more power grabs, and ultimately a police state as we have
long predicted.
*In all of Central New York, there were hardly any banks left as of 1992 that still have the
name that they had 20 years earlier. This hardly gives one a feeling of "security" and "trust."
*Here is the rank order of whom people in New York State trust the least. On top are large
corporations (80%), followed by the news media and state government, then perhaps surprisingly,
labor unions, followed by local government (S£S, 7 Sept. 03).
*Considering how tame Canadians typically are, we were really surprised to learn that a study
revealed them to have even less faith in their government than Americans do in theirs, and that they
are even more hostile toward being taxed, and that more of them believe that the government wastes
their tax money (Call:at:YHerald, 21/6/02).
*A remarkable finding in contemporary organizations is that across the board, and across
organizations, occupations, and locales, and across study after study, it has been found that about
60 % of subordinates judge their managers to be incompetent and unethical. These judgments do not
appear to be merely subjective, but seem to have considerable validity. Among the possible causes
are that (a) managers get hired when they are at their best during interviews where they can display
charm and talk a big game, and (b) organizations do little to seek evaluations from subordinates even
though it is they who usually know "who the jerks are." We would add two more likely factors.
(c) The Peter principle is probably at work, with people rising to their level of incompetence, and
(d), there is the increasing complexity of things which fewer and fewer people are able to manage.
At any rate, one result is tremendous wastage and inefficiency within organizations, in part because
of the job stress that poor managers create in others.
Miscellaneous Si~s of Societal Collapse
*Here is what a writer to Time (12 Aug. 02) said: "Every segment of US society is
crumbling around us. We can't trust our politicians, we can't trust our spiritual leaders, we can't
trust our economic leaders, and we don't know what's going to happen in the future. Who will be
the next to let us down?"
*Arkes, H. (2002). Natural ri~hts & the ri~ht to choose. New York: Cambridge University
Press. The author argues that the American republic is imperiled by a philosophical fall from reason,
exemplified by a loss of faith in reason among broad strata of American intellectuals, politicians,
academics, and judges, and not only on the liberal side, but also the conservative one. Some of this
loss of reason he attributes to the abortion wars, but says that it is found both among the pro- and
anti-abortion parties.
*After the power failure in the US northeast in 8/03, it became clear that the North American
electric grid is complicated beyond human understanding. Even the experts do not understand it and
its ever increasing interconnectivity. Other systems are moving in the same direction, such as the
cell phone system, the Internet and the municipal water system, among others. Scientists have
concluded that because of their complexity, we won't be able to safeguard them (SFS, 17/8/03). The
same problems are besetting large systems, including power grids, all over the world; not long after
the blackout in the US Northeast, there were large-scale blackouts in England and Italy.
After 8/03, the media did terrorists a great favor by spelling out in great detail how easy it
would be to disable the electric power grid.
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out by means of public transportation. It never seems to have occurred to the planners that in an
emergency, at least that part of the transportation system that relies on electricity, such as the trains
and subways, would not be able to move, and that other traffic (including public buses) would get
gridlocked at intersections that no longer had working traffic lights, which probably would be ignored
even if they were working (SfS, 18/8/03). All of this became dramatically clear during the
electricity black-out of 8/03.
*Residents of one of America's richest counties (Westchester, in New York State) were told
in 2/02 that their water supply was contaminated with disease-causing parasites to a degree that
people with reduced immunity should not drink it without first boiling it.
*Everybody knows that Florida is a hot place, and the more so the further south one goes.
Yet Miami, working with a private contractor, installed 1,500 new black steel bus-stop benches
throughout the city, which turned out to get so hot that people could not sit on them, particularly
since many people go around with bare legs (SfS, 20/8/02).
*A family friend took a train from Syracuse to Chicago just before Christmas 2003. The food
on the train ran out, which was a big problem because many people had children with them. Then
a freight train derailed in front of them. Then they had to sit and wait for a new crew to arrive
(probably because of union rules), but the new crew only lasted three hours. There was to be another
crew change, but the new crew got lost, could not fmd the train, and more time was lost sitting.
Then the thermostat on the train gave out and there went the heat; and finally, shortly before
Chicago, the lights gave out as well. Overall, on a relatively short stretch from Syracuse to Chicago,
the train was over 12 hours late. Some of this is testimony to the gradual and not so gradual
crumbling of every single societal system, including its infrastructures. A foreigner observed, "The
buses work in the US, but not the trains."
*A London train from Bristol to Edinburgh stopped, then reversed direction and went back,
because the driver "didn't know the way" (TAZ, 6 Feb. 02; source item from Susanne Hartfiel).
*We were very amused to learn that Americans are being advised to not merely keep some
cash on hand in case of a terrorist attack, but also at least one credit card (e.g., SfS., 9 March 03).
Of course, any kind of electronic instruments will be worthless under any number of disaster
conditions. Even cash may become worthless when things get really bad, because then, people will
want to be paid either in precious metals or jewelry, or in goods.
Conclusion to Societal Collapse
Having long predicted collapse of Western society, we have thought that it might be helpful
to some people to be given an image of what some of the manifestations of such a collapse might be,
in part because they might thereby recognize it better. We have begun to make a list of potential
collapse scenarios, and would appreciate your feedback and additional thoughts.
Of course, the collapse in many Western societies may take a different form than the kind of
collapse we have seen in other societies such as Yugoslavia, or in Africa.
SOME OF THE THINGS WE WILL SEE WHEN "THE END" DRAWS NEAR
1. More lies, broken promises, and unkeepable promises.
2. Reassurances that the worst is behind us, or soon will be.
3. Continued investment of resources in governmental pomp and circumstances, even when there
are severe shortages.
4. Continued investment of scarce resources in control functions: the military, police, perhaps
certain means of communication.
5. An increasing role of the military in public life, safety and control; possibly even a military takeover, even if disguised by civilian trappings.
6. Suspension or abolishment of all sorts of civil rights, liberties, and protections from the
authorities.
7. People start hoarding food, precious metals, and survival gear.
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9. "Gangs," clans, and tribes form for protection and predation.
10. Threat, and use, of violence by those in control of scarce resources.
11. Abandonment of certain locales or population sectors to their fate.
12. Abandonment and direct deathmakings of "costly" people: infants, old people, the sick, the
handicapped.
13. People reverting to utter self-centeredness, animal-like predatoriness.
14. Instances of heroic courage and virtue, including of resistance to tyranny.
The World War Between Radical Islam & The Rest of the World, & the Terrorist Threat
As we mentioned before, radical Islam--and increasingly, what was once "merely" strict, or
what the ignorant liberals and media have been calling "fundamentalist," Islam--have locked
themselves into a world war against the rest of the world that will be unrelenting, and quite likely
multi-generational. This war will probably be judged eventually as one of the more important
historical phenomena of this era.
What makes this a world war is that Islamic radicals willing to carry out attacks are now
found in almost all nations (thanks to diversity-promotion), and in turn, their attacks may take place
in virtually any nation, including Islamic ones, as we have recently seen.
This is not the first major or "world" war of Islam. There were at least three before that:
(a) The war of the initial expansion of Arabic Islam, between roughly 630 AD and 800 AD. (b) The
see-saw wars of alternate expansion and containment between mostly Arab Islam and Christian
Europe between ca. 800-1450. (c) The wars of alternate expansion and containment between Turkish
Islam and Christian Europe between ca. 1450-1918. Westerners have hardly any awareness that the
recent outbreak of war between radical Islam and the rest of the world is no more than a renewal of
these earlier wars.
Also, nobody seems to have been aware of the fact that this fourth wave of war broke out
several decades before 9/11, starting shortly after WW II with the wars between Arabs and what
became the state of Israel. This war soon became one between Jews and Arabs worldwide, and then
expanded into one of both Arabs and Islam against the West, roughly in the 1970s. However, the
West did not realize what was happening until 9/01. In part, this was because the liberals, and the
liberal-dominated media. deluded themselves with their new religion of "celebration" of diversity and
multi-culturality .
Relevant to our readership is that this world war will first of all have the most profound
impact on world society, the economy, and on polity and governmental functioning; and derivatively
on human services. Governments will become (and have already begun to become) more securityconscious, and more controlling. Surveillance will increase, and with it restrictions on citizens, and
governments will be able to intimidate citizens, and track them down. Militarization and
centralization of government and society will increase, and the likelihood that outright dictatorship
(military or otherwise) will arise increases dramatically.
It is obvious now that we will have to report on this world war, and what it means, on an
ongoing basis, but in a piece-meal fashion. Even TIPS topics that may appear under other headings
may have to do with this world war. An example is many issues of security and surveillance.
*Radical Islam has succeeded Marxism in its internationality in that it transcends national
origins, and is even successful in recruiting Westerners who have either converted to Islam or are
descendants of Islamic immigrants to Western countries even already several generations ago.
Marxism was similarly successful in appealing to people in all countries and from all backgrounds
to abandon any national loyalties.
Lest the facts be obscured by the PC media: if signiftcant terrorist acts occur in the US in
the future, or against the US abroad, the probability is extremely high that they will be carried out
by radical Muslims, and if so, most likely by Muslims who are not natives of the US. However,
even second-generation residents or citizens of Islamic immigrants are a fecund ground for recruiting
terrorists; and to a lesser but still high extent are citizens who are recent converts to Islam.
*However, it seems that non-Islamic terrorists are also beginning to learn lessons by observing
Islamic terrorism. For instance, the car bomb that in 2/03 blew up an l l-story building in Bogota
killing 31 people and injuring 157 may well have been inspired by the successes of the Islamic
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women in Israel, and Chechnyan Muslim women in Russia, began to become suicide bombers, the
practice has been rapidly spreading across the world, as far as the South American country of
Colombia where a woman blew herself and 6 people up (SPS, 25/8/03). Perhaps this was inevitable
after women began not only to be accepted into the armed forces of many countries, but also to be
deployed in warfare zones, and even in combat itself. Things are interconnected.
*Even Newsweek (30/12/02) observed that when its reporters fmally managed to track down
and interview Islamic extremists with terrorist connections, they found out how meticulously polite
they usually were. Politeness can conceal a multitude of sins, as even the victims of Dr. Mengele
had observed long ago.
*According to security agencies, many Islamic terrorists use the phrase "United in matrimony"
as a code phrase to mean that they are part of a committed terrorist ring (~,
13/9/02).
*One of the most bizarre aspects of the recent Islamic terrorism scares is that security agencies
have begun to warn people that persons carrying almanacs may be terrorists, especially If they are
airline passengers. Apparently, Muslims are apt to consult almanacs as to the most auspicious dates
for doing certain things, including staging a terrorist attack. Accordingly, people carrying almanacs
are now terrorist suspects (SfS, 30/12/03).
We were surprised that the media had not made more
of this, but perhaps they were afraid that this would shed a bad light on multi-culturalism.
*NY State ~
is equipping 113 terrorist response trailers, at $200,000 each (1), to station
across the state. However, these trailers are mostly equipped against chemical and biological attacks
(5£5, 25/2/03).
*Pakistan, the dear ally of the US, made a substantial contribution to North Korea (and
possibly other nations) becoming a nuclear power by providing it with nuclear technology, and
possibly even uranium. Some people consider Pakistan one of the world's most dangerous countries
(SfS, 25/10/02).
*A panel of experts recently concluded that world-wide, there are several ten thousands of
places where there are appreciable accumulations of radioactive materials that are poorly protected.
There are 10,000 radio-therapy units alone in use across the world. Some sources could yield
material for dirty bombs, and some even for making nuclear bombs. People have been arrested all
over Europe, the former Soviet Union, and a few other countries, trying to smuggle sometimes very
large amounts of either highly enriched uranium, plutonium, or low-enriched uranium (AP in SfS.,
12 March 03). In the US alone, there are more than 20,000 places where radioactive material is used
or stored. If it were up to the food industry, there would be several 10,000 more (Time, 24/6/02).
The former Soviet Union helped 16 countries to build nuclear reactors, and now Russia and
the US are trying to recover the radioactive materials from these which someone described as "the
raw material for catastrophic terrorism." In all, there are 350 research reactors in 58 countries that
use highly-enriched uranium fuel, and they are also the ones that are most vulnerable to theft (SfS,
24/8/02). Many of these reactors were built with Western help, and if their products are ever used
for hostile purposes, one could only hope that they are used on the very countries that helped build
these reactors. Aside from terrorists, rogue nations such as Syria, Iraq, Iran, Libya, the Sudan, and
North Korea have been on the market for these kinds of materials.
Some enriched uranium known to have been stolen has never been recovered, and its
whereabouts is unknown.
Even in the face of all of these facts, the US government has been very stingy in allocating
funds to the recovery of such materials.
Russia is sitting on about 40,000 metric tons of chemical weapons, 200 metric tons of
plutonium and 1200 tons of uranium, much or most of it under rather insecure conditions.
The enriched uranium that was removed in 2003 by a joint American, Serbian, and Russian
security operation from a Soviet-built nuclear reactor in Belgrade, was stored in containers light
enough for a man to carry and not radioactive enough to kill him quickly. If it had fallen into the
wrong hands, it would have taken very little to make a crude nuclear bomb to destroy a city.
Unfortunately, more than 40 nations have nuclear research facilities that store either enriched uranium
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terribly insecure areas as the Congo, material from which has appeared on the black market.
*The fact that widespread theft and fraud were found at the Los Alamos National Laboratory
(e.g., AP in S£S, 3 Jan. 03) was not very confidence-inspiring.
*At nuclear power plants, spent radioactive fuel rods are stored in temporary storage under
water in order to keep them cool. If the water were somehow drained, the rods quickly get so hot
as to ignite, possibly explosively so, and spew radioactive material into the air, which in turn makes
hundreds of square miles uninhabitable for generations. Considering this, we should note that some
nuclear power plants have been placed by smart planners in highly populated areas, typical being
Indian Point power plant a mere 30 miles north of New York City, in Westchester County. Consider
further there are now twice as many spent fuel rods being stored at Indian Point than the facility was
designed for, which is not an atypical situation (Newsweek, 24/6/02).
Despite all of the warnings since 9/01 of a potential terrorist attack on US nuclear power and
other installations, it was found that the emergency planning for the 5 nuclear power plants in New
York State was totally inadequate, and especially If such an attack occurred at the time when there
was some other kind of breakdown, such as an ice storm (~,
19/4/03).
To our utter amazement, we learned (S£S., 21/3/03) that security officers at the 3 nuclear
power plants in Central New York had no power to stop cars of suspicious persons from entering the
premises, nor to search any vehicles, or to carry automatic weapons. While for a time, their
presence was augmented by police forces that had these powers, these were eventually withdrawn.
We would guess that if would-be terrorists in the US had known this, they would have attacked some
nuclear plants.
The security department of one of the nuclear plants in northern New York said that it would
be unable to protect the plant from a terrorist attack (S£S., 9 Dec. 02). This is an unusual admission
from imperial powers that usually claim to have everything under control.
*Just how dangerous massive transport of radioactive material across the country would be
was exemplified when a truck carrying radioactive materials ran into a bridge in New York State and
spilled open, but there was a denial that there was any significant amount of escaped radiation (~,
14/8/02).
*On the one hand, the French have been extremely PC about letting in huge numbers of
Islamic Arabs into their country, but on the other hand, they have placed anti-aircraft weapons around
thcir nuclear plants (Time, 27/5/02). In contrast, the limited ban of the use of air space over 103
nuclear plants in the US that was put into effect after "the events" was lifted a few weeks later.
*We reported before on the vulnerability of US agriculture to agri-terrorism. There is a great
deal of fear about this at the top levels because it is becoming increasingly apparent how little it
would take, on an extremely low level of technology, to inflict unimaginably large damages. For
instance, the release of a handful of bugs from another country could devastate a particular crop.
There are enough contaminants that could be brought in on the soles of a shoe to cause billions of
dollars worth of losses in the cattle business, and so on. Different countries have their different
vulnerabilities, depending on what their major export crops are. E.g., in 1989, just two grapes from
Chile were found to contain traces of cyanide, and in consequence, Chile lost about $330 million in
economic damage, and the US lost at least $40 million (S£S., 2217/02). In other words, one could
poison two grapes, somehow draw attention to these so that they get examined and tested, and a
country's entire grape crop would be suspect.
*The entire port system of the world, and especially of huge import countries like the US, is
said to be extremely vulnerable to having nuclear weapons imported, or exploded at a port. Even
a ndirty bomb" (conventional explosive combined with radioactive waste) could badly contaminate
a port.
*Security authorities are now becoming very scared about terrorist attacks on city water
systems. Many water systems can be easily disabled with a few sticks of dynamite. Some water
systems rely on gigantic pumps all in the same building, and that could take as long as 18 months
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a city water system at the same time as fires are being set to the city that can then not be extinguished
(Time 2217/02).
*In a dilapidated warehouse that is becoming more dilapidated every day, in an impoverished
town in Siberia near the border with Kazakhstan, sit nearly 2 million artillery shells filled with some
of the most lethal poison gases. The smallest size shell could be carried off easily in a briefcase, and
yet contains enough gas to kill all 85,000 people gathered in a stadium (Reader's Digest, 4/03).
*We are now being told that oil tankers around the world are sitting ducks for terrorists,
particularly when they have to pass through relatively narrow sea straits. Furthermore, a single
burning supertanker in one of these straits could stop up one of these straits at least temporarily. One
result has been that insurance rates in high-risk areas have recently tripled, which of course adds to
the price of the oil (S£S., 20/10/02). Authorities have few answers to these problems. Perhaps some
day, we are going to see convoying again, as in World War II.
*The experts say that the electric grid could not be easily disabled in a way that is likely to
be more than local. It is more likely to go down from its own unmanageable complexity, as it did
in the Eastern US in 8/03.
*CBS "60 Minutes" of 3 Nov. 02 brought out to almost everybody's amazement that almost
anybody may come into possession of significant germ warfare capacity. A gynecologist in
California was found to have a private laboratory in which he had cholera, bubonic plague, anthrax,
salmonella, botulism and who knows what else. He worked as a private consultant and provider to
the South African government during the apartheid era, when that government had apparently been
getting ready to conduct biological warfare against its "black" population.
*The public is not aware that it is not merely the vaccines for smallpox and anthrax that are
in short supply, but that all vaccines are (Newsweek, 28/10/02).
*Three scuba divers were spotted after midnight on an ocean beach next to a power plant in
Massachusetts. Aside from the peculiar timing, what made this really bad was when somebody saw
them and called to them, the three fled leaving their gear behind (~,
I June 03). The PC would
like to think that it had to do with drug smuggling, but we surmise that this may have been a scouting
trip for a sabotage act. We would also have thought that such an event would be big news, and
instead it went virtually unreported and unnoticed.
*Despite all the terrorism threats, and the many Muslims in the US who have truck driving
licenses, we were amazed to discover that trucks are still allowed to travel busy highways with
gigantic loads of explosives, and apparently not necessarily with the knowledge of local officials.
One such tractor trailer carrying 15,000 pounds of explosives caught on fire in downtown Sioux City,
Iowa, necessitating the evacuation of several city blocks, though it did not blow up (S£S., 29/1/03).
*Amazingly, traffic that crosses the bridges between upstate New York and Canada is
examined after it has crossed the bridges, rather than before, making it relatively easy for a truck
laden with explosives to be blown up on one of these bridges (~,
31/ 10/02).
*Every day we hear of new ways in which one can carry weapons on one's body in a
concealed fashion. Whole-body scans of airline passengers may be next.
*Westem authorities are all wringing their hands hoping that no civilian airliner will be shot
down with a shoulder-fired missile. However, it is our prediction that the moment it happens, and
~
then, such airliners will all be required to be retro-fitted with automatic defense systems against
such missiles at a cost of about $3 million per airplane. In other words, somewhere in the future,
there will be an airplane full of sacrificial lambs who have to die before there is an avalanche of
blaming finger-pointing, and a hasty installation of the missile defense systems in at least all the
larger civilian arrliners. Of course, this will also mean much higher airfares.
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vastly unprepared and under-protected in case there should be a chemical, biological or radiological
terrorist attack (SfS, 28/8/03).
*Even after 11 Sept. 01, local police departments found it virtually impossible to extract
information from the FBI about possible terrorist presences in their communities (Newsweek, 11
Sept. 02).
*One of the results of the vast complexity of globalization is that very small groups of people
with very few resources using relatively very low-tech means can wreak unimaginably huge havoc
and damages. It was also brought out by the Washington Beltway sniper episode how a miniscule
number of people can totally paralyze a society. Just imagine how 20 or 30 2-people teams
equivalent to the Beltway snipers, spread across the US, could create as much social paralysis and
other damages as the 19 Islamic suicide hijackers did. And to think that one of these snipers, and
the one who apparently did most of the killing, was a mere kid.
*Considering the many vulnerabilities-such as those touched on above-it is amazing that not
more terrorist attacks have occurred. Considering that the motive to do so is there, and great
numbers of Islamic radicals would be quite willing to commit terrorist acts, one can only conclude
that preventive efforts-such as they were-must have been effective.
*The liberal media are despicable. They constantly ridicule the government for issuing
terrorism alert warnings because nothing happens, but would be the first to scream for investigations,
and for heads to roll, if the government had a warning but failed to make it public, and a terrorist
act actually occurred.
*It has become obvious that most terrorist leaders of the radical Islamic movement worldwide
have decided to redirect efforts away from attacks in the Western world, and instead toward classical
terrorist actions within the Islamic world so as to destabilize Islamic countries and radicalize their
populations. Both in this ideology and in its strategy, radical Islam has rapidly become the
Bolshevism of our time, because this sort of thing is classical Marxist-Bolshevist ideology. Chances
are that two rationales are lying behind this strategy change: the greater difficulty of pulling off
terrorist attacks in Western countries, and long-term considerations that the radicalization of Muslims
across the world will eventually make attacks upon and within Western countries much easier.
Part of the above interim strategy is a very clever one: why go to Western countries to
terrorize people there if they are coming to you, and are then such easy prey? E.g., Algerian radicals
had been kidnapping Western tourists and holding them for months in 2003. The only problem with
this strategy is that the governments of these countries where this is happening seem to be vastly more
concerned with infidel tourists getting scared off, and thus losing income, than with their own citizens
going to wreak havoc abroad. So they are more apt to crack down on terrorists at home than if the
same terrorists terrorized abroad.
*A little terrorism on their soil does wonders in getting previously complacent or stone-walling
governments on an anti-terrorism roll real quick. This happened in Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Morocco.
*The increasing militancy of the Muslim world against the West may be spilling over into
heightened intolerance for any non-Muslims, and into warfare even against populations that have no
Christian tradition. Recent bombings in India by Muslim groups are an example. Islam may be
opening a second front toward Hinduism in Hindu country, and not just in Kashmir.
*In 1103, the State Dept. warned all Americans living outside the US to keep adequate
medicine and food on hand so as to be "prepared for an emergency, whether it is a personal
emergency or is the result of political or economic unrest, natural disaster, or terrorist attack"
(Newsweek, 3 Feb. 03).
*The fear of terrorism is now supporting a new industry, good for the PPP economy, of goods
to buy to prepare for terrorism. At one store in New York City, one can buy everything one needs
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125 feet or more above the ground (10/02 source item from Fritz Robrecht).
*When a US citizen in Manhattan was arrested for trying to sell shoulder-fired anti-aircraft
missiles, it turned out to everyone's surprise that he was an aged Jewish diamond dealer (SPS,
16/8/03). The event received hardly any publicity.
*During the 2/03 Orange Alert, Syracuse University officials said, "By no means are we
panicking," but they urged students to inform security of anything that is "unusual for our campus."
One would think that the first unusual thing that would need to be reported would be any student
abstaining from sex and liquor.
Travel, Migration & Immigration: A Warnin~
There is one warning that we issued in a previous TIPS issue that we now want to repeat with
great urgency and amplitude: if the US (and possibly other countries too) cannot

regain control over their borders, they will end up as police states. It is either
security at the border, or "security" forces dominating public life within the
borders. Security at the border does imply a lot more nastiness to those who want to cross,
including more hassle to American citizens and other legal entrants; but greater security within the
borders is going to shape up into a police or security state.
Imperial Surveillance & Control. the Civil Liberties Roll-Back. & the Creep Toward
a Police State
Western society, and especially so the US, is rapidly becoming one in which surveillance is
so multifarious and widespread as to approach the dystopian vision of George Orwell's Nineteen
Ei&h~-Four, where everybody simply had to assume that everything they did was seen, and every
soun they emitted was heard, by surveillance gadgets. This trend has been underway for decades,
but has skyrocketed since "9/11." In other words, the world war between Islam and Modernism has
given a huge impetus toward police state-ism.
One of the reasons why people in human services should be concerned with the spread of
surveillance in society is that such surveillance practices will inevitably infiltrate into human services,
and in fact have already done so.
*Under security camera surveillance are innumerable parking lots; every or almost every
ATM, airport, school, public square; and the insides of a great many stores. A woman gets caught
on a security camera in a parking lot beating her child to the point where it might cross over into
abuse, and everybody gets excited over it rather than over the fact that there was a camera there to
observe it. The amazing thing is that all of this surveillance has been exploding with hardly any
public debate and official policy formulation.
*One of the US government agencies with the largest budgets is the US National Security
Agency that few people even know exists. It is an organization that since 1952 gathers "intelligence"
all over the world, but also spies on other US government agencies. Computers are its major tool.
*Many places now have secret microphones. All hard-wired telephone calls can be tracked,
the locations of calls from cellphones can be identified, and many cellphones have tracking chips in
them, usually unbeknownst to their owners. There is a movement underfoot to put a device into all
cellphones that identifies its location, at the very least when 911 is being called, but also otherwise,
adding yet further to the increasing rate of surveillance practices and capabilities. Increasingly,
people's personal computers function as "spyware" on their owners, recording-sand then revealing
to others-all sorts of things about one (Newsweek, 19/2/01).
*When something is ordered over the Internet, the seller may have a program that accumulates
as much information about the buyer as possible, and then tries to link it to other information about
the same party that may come into the Net for other reasons. In part this link is achieved by the
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which can suck out identifying information about one. This information may then later be used for
advertisement promotions to the former buyer, but could also leak out to other users.
*Internet theorists believe that the much-celebrated license and anonymity of the Internet will
soon be a thing of the past as business and government-In collaboration with computer frrms--install
ever more limitations, checkpoints, tracking devices, licenses, etc. (Newsweek, 22/12/03).
*Already, traffic is being monitored by satellite in certain areas, not to mention the lower-tech
high-tech way of monitoring at intersections with cameras.
*Car makers have developed a tiny "black box " (equivalent to the larger black boxes carried
by airliners) that record what a car has been doing in the minutes or seconds before a crash. The
problem is that this information can also be made available for other purposes, including tracking a
driver's driving habits. The imperial powers would also like to put a tracking device into every car
so that its location can be identified at all times. As usual, worst case scenarios are given as
rationales, such as a car getting lost in a snowstorm or having an accident, and needing to be found
(S£S, 25/5/02).
*It is very frightening that the US Defense Department instituted a Total Information
Awareness project that tries to integrate data from innumerable computerized sources. Rather
quickly, the Pentagon became embarrassed by the name, and changed it to Terrorist Information
Awareness. Its logo is an all-seeing eye, and its motto is a Latin phrase that means "knowledge is
power." Without people's knowledge or consent, the project tries to track what one buys, whom one
calls, where one travels, and so on, merely by tapping into the computer trail that most people leave
behind them (Newsweek, 2 Dec. 02).
*A training video that the US Department of Defense developed to instruct its staff on how
to handle requests under the Freedom of Information Act is secret, and may not be distributed to the
public (S£S, 15/2/03).
*The FBI has a fleet of more than 80 airplanes and helicopters that fly over the US conducting
electronic surveillance of communication, and of listening devices previously placed in cars, buildings
and even on the streets; or even conduct infrared observation in the dark--all allegedly to counter
terrorism (AP in SfS, 15/3/03).
*According to one study, it is virtually impossible to walk the streets of Manhattan without
being constantly observed by security cameras. In just a few blocks around Times Square in New
York City, there are now at least 100 surveillance cameras mounted, often not visible to pedestrians.
In fact, a typical person in New York City going out into public was apt to be filmed about 75 times
a day on closed-circuit television. This trend is dramatically accelerating (SfS, 30/9/02).
Surveillance cameras have also been installed all over the Washington, DC, area.
*Visitors to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty are now all being photographed by a
surveillance system that compares their faces with a database of suspects. Tourists, instead of
keeping away, are enthusiastic about the system (AP in SPS, 26/5/02), which shows how ripe the
American public is for very deep invasion of liberties.
*A school district in Mississippi is believed to be the first one in the nation to install
surveillance cameras in every single classroom, for a total of 500 cameras (SPS, 13/8/03).
Mississippi is just about the poorest of the states.
*We had earlier reported on the desperate efforts of the bus company in Syracuse to control
juvenile violence on its public buses, and the next installment in this saga is that the company is
planning to install video surveillance cameras on its buses, at great expense. And then we wonder
why public transport can be prohibitively expensive (SfS., 14/8/02), mostly because of juveniles
riding in gangs to the malls.
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to make sure that motorists do not violate traffic rules, but now we increasingly see the installation
of video cameras at expressway toll booths in the US.
*In Chicago, police have been installing video cameras in high-crime neighborhoods at a cost
of $15,000 per camera. Police officers in squad cars can call up pictures from any of these cameras
(SPS, 15/7/03).
*There are neighborhoods in the US where 80% of the males have criminal records. In some
such neighborhoods, police take pictures of everybody who passes certain places, which has
libertarians up in arms (Time, 23/9/02); but when it turns out that 80% of the people in these pictures
either were wanted or had criminal convictions before, one cannot help wonder how far libertarianism
can be taken. Maybe a stand must be made about what it is that results in an 80% criminality rate,
rather than on the police taking pictures. It is a bit like choosing what to die from: a police state
or a criminal jungle.
*While recordings made by surveillance video cameras may occasionally come in handy later
on once a crime has been committed, those video cameras that are being monitored in real time by
security officers have very serious limitations, because the typical guard is only able to focus intently
on the screen for about 20 minutes, and after that becomes careless and unobservant (SPS, 13/1/03).
*The Pentagon is working on an "urban surveillance" camera system that can identify vehicles
by size, shape, color and license tag, plus recognize the faces of drivers and passengers (AP in ,SfS,
2 July 03). We should soon all start wearing hoods when we drive.
*In 5/03, Taiwan began to use video cameras to monitor the homes of people suspected of
having SARS to make sure that they did not break quarantine, as well as checking whether people
had coughs or fevers (AP in S£S., 15/5/03). If people can be checked at home for their coughs and
fevers, what can they be checked for next?
*With much hype, we are being promised a coming "cashless society, " in which all financial
transactions will be conducted via some kind of electronics (such as a plastic card, cell phone, or
even computer micro-chip implanted into our bodies). Advocates tout the purported ease of handling
all financial transactions via single electronic accounts, rather than the "messiness" of multiple
checking, savings, and charge-card accounts, not to mention messy cash. Such a cashless society is
likely yet another of those fantasies which gets declared to be a "success" before it has even been
implemented, and there may be many unpleasant surprises in store for those who think this will work
and that it will be good. In fact, it may turn out to be impossible to even implement.
The dangers of such a scenario include a de facto centralized registration and tracking of
people, which automatically brings with it the capacity for total surveillance and control. While this
is a danger for anyone, it has historically been especially perilous for the lowly and marginal of
society, because some sort of registration of them has so often been the prelude to attacks on them.
However, we are doubtful that many lowly people would even be able to cope with the complexity
of such a system, but instead would be unable--or perhaps even unwilling--to learn it and to
participate in it. This would further marginalize such people, by cutting them off from participation
in the ordinary markets of society, and would probably push them into an underground barter-ofgoods economy.
We advise people to resist being surveilled, tracked, and identified. We advise paying as
much as possible with cash instead of credit cards; at worst writing checks rather than usmg credit
cards; using cash at pay phones instead of trackable phone cards (an exception might he pre-paid
phone calls that do not reveal one's phone number); not using ATMs; and refusing to give out even
part of one's zip code when asked to do so by certain stores when one buys something there. All
this will be inconvenient, but many good and right things are. The road to hell is broad, smooth,
well-lit, and oh, so convenient.
*Already, some store chains are beginning to install express check-out lanes where people pay
by putting a finger on a fmgerprint scanning machine which then subtracts the purchase price from
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having the mark of the beast upon them, as the Biblical book of Revelation foretold.
*One police department in our area has been fingerprinting kindergartners for 21 years, and
while the rationale is to aid in the recovery of children who might be ahducted (which has never
happened, and when it does, virtually never leads to the recovery of a child), the fact is that these
poor children will be in the police data base for the rest of their lives.
*A series of child abductions in both the US and Britain has also triggered a frantic demand
by parents for ID implants into their very children that send out radio waves by which the location
of a child can be tracked, unbeknownst to a kidnapper.
*In police state methods and ubiquitous surveillance technology we trust. In 2002, the
Catholic diocese of Dallas, TX, began to require fingerprinting and criminal background checks for
all of its employees, mandated the installation of windows on ~
conference door, and forbade
adults to be alone with children in many kinds of circumstances (AP in SfS., 28/3/02). Since then,
numerous other dioceses have followed suit. These kinds of responses to ever more societal
decadence and collapse are absolutely pitiful. On the one hand they are deceptive in conveying the
impression that this is the way the symptoms of social dissolution can and should be handled, and on
the other hand they are an admission that the end of everything is near.
*One x-ray-based screening technique essentially undresses people and shows them naked on
a monitoring screen. It has already been used in other countries, such as South Africa (AP in S£S,
27/6/03).
*At one time, the term "biometrics" was used to refer to all sorts of anthropological
measurements of the human body. Now it is being used increasingly to refer to surveillance
techniques that identify individuals by certain physical characteristics, such as the pattern of their
irises (Newsweek, 23(9/02).
*Innumerable of the new surveillance techniques are promoted at least initially with what
appear to be perfectly innocent and plausible rationales, which serve to desensitize people to these
procedures and devices, and opens the door to their gradual expansion to less innocuous applications.
For instance, a high school in Britain began to charge its 900 students for their lunches by means of
a retina-scanning device, the rationale heing that thereby, poor children eating for free would not be
shamed or ridiculed (5£5, 9 Jan. 03).
*Yet another new surveillance technique is to take video pictures of people walking, and then
analyze their gait. This system can also be used to identify who a walker is from his or her unique
gait characteristics. At sensitive installations, a person approaching on foot could be analyzed to see
whether the person's gait is "on file." Furthermore, gait analysis claims to be able to tell whether
a person is carrying a heavy package, such as perhaps a bomb in a hackpack (AP in SfS, 20/5/03).
*More and more firms are coming out with so-called global positioning devices that can he
attached to children or elderly people, or for that matter to anyone, that keep track of where they are.
*A US company has developed a tiny tracking chip which can be implanted under a person's
skin, and then security guards and other personnel can identify that person with a hand-held scanning
device. As usual, the chip is first being promoted as a medical device, so that health personnel can
immediately read a person's blood type and other important medical information, but of course any
other kinds of information can also be recorded on the chip. The chip will also identify a person
when a body is found. The device has begun to be used in Mexico (AP in SPS, 20/7/03).
*One entire Florida family has volunteered to be the first to be implanted with computer chips
that will carry all their medical records, and that can be located via satellite (numerous clippings of
March & April 2(02). Those who do not understand the empires of the world often act like stupid
calves who go out to fetch their own butchers.
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personnel are being hired to protect students from crimes, and perhaps to protect academic personnel
from disgruntled students. Campuses are cut-off from the community except for a small number of
entrances, and often, staffed checkpoints are erected there. Some academies are instituting shuttle
services for students because some campuses are being predated upon by small gangs of "community
youths" bent on holding up students or on just plain beating up on them for fun. Community police
departments have also stepped up their patrols in the neighborhoods around academic institutions, in
part to protect the community there from the students who increasingly are leading rowdy lives when
they rent private quarters near the campus (e.g., SPS, 9 Nov. 02).
*When, in 2002, Syracuse University began to install security checkpoints at the roads leading
to campus areas, it euphemistically called them "Welcome Centers." That took gall.
*The police in the US have been encouraging people for decades to install burglar alarms,
including those that send out signals to the police so that they can respond immediately. However,
since 1998, somewhere between 94-98% of all alarms were false, certainly tying up the police at
much expense. In Syracuse, 97-98% were false. Some police departments decided to no longer
respond to burglar alarms unless they get an independent verification, which seems to defeat the
whole idea (SPS, 12 May 03).
*In early 2002, the Israeli army began to interrogate all males between the ages of 15-45 in
certain mostly Arabic towns and villages. In one such action near Bethlehem, identification numbers
were written on the arms of 500 men, eerily reminiscent of the numbers that the Nazis tattooed on
the arms of prisoners in the Auschwitz concentration camp (Frankfurter Rundschau, 13/3/02; source
item from Susanne Hartfiel).
*The terrorist attacks of 9/01 have accelerated attempts to increase security and control in all
sectors of societal life. Some of these developments are thoroughly counter to certain religious
beliefs, and to the philosophy of personalism, namely, those efforts to extract information from
people against their wills. Lie detectors (polygraph tests) have been trying to do this for decades,
but now come things such as heat-sensing cameras that scan people's faces while they are being
interrogated (called thermal imaging and facial imaging), the claim being that when a person lies, this
is reflected in the heat patterns on the face (SfS., 3 Jan. 02). While there is as yet a lot of hype
around such methods, the problem is that the vast majority of the public would probably see nothing
wrong with them.
Almost the whole population, including the police, have been brainwashed to believe that socalled polygraph testing is valid. However, a former head of an FBI research laboratory said (NY
Times, 9 Oct. 01) that this method has no more value than astrology or tea leaf reading. Our guess
is that once the newer methods--such as thermal imaging--are more freely available, then people will
begin to admit that it had been known all along that traditional lie detectors of the past were not
working.
The latest claim is that a form of magnetic resonance imagery of the brain can reveal whether
a person is telling the truth (American Scientist, 3/02). This claim may also be premature.
*It's the old story: a government asks for special powers to contain some threat or evil; and
before one knows it, these powers are used in a high-handed fashion for some other purposes as well.
A good example is the US Patriot Act. No sooner had it been passed in 2001 than the government
began to use it to pursue crimes other than terrorism (SPS, 28/9/03; Newsweek, 1 Dec. 03). The
US Patriot Act of 2001 is said to reverse an evolution of civil rights that took almost 800 years (since
the Magna Carta), but a proposed Patriot Act II would go even further.
*The US Social Security (SS) numbers and documentation were initially promised to be never
used for anything else, but that promise began to crumble long ago. Now, the SS number is really
a universal identification number, and this database is scheduled to be linked to the immigration
database and the FBI fingerprint database (Newsweek, 3 Nov. 03).
*College "smart cards" that unlock doors, pay for meals, check out library books, store
medical data, etc., are actually serving as prototypes and experiments for a national ID card in the
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These would be much like what passports used to be (long required of all citizens in many
nations), but obviously as super-passports (S£S., 4 Aug. 02).
*We are beginning to see an unusual alliance between far right conservatives and the far left
civil rights groups who both are becoming alarmed over the possibility of concerns with national
security in the US leading to some form of national ID card, which would in effect be something like
an internal passport (Newsweek, 30112/02).
*Yet another surprise was to learn that people who acquire electronic passes to pay bridge and
expressway tolls are electronically trackable, and are beginning to be tracked in the San Francisco
area for research purposes unrelated to toll collections. Soon, of course, it may be allegedly for
security reasons (SPS, 26/8/02).
*There are databases in the US that allow one to access the identities of people with different
afflictions, children between the ages 2-5, Catholics who have made a charitable donation or
subscribe to certain magazines, women with incomes above $100,000 p.a., and rural people who earn
less than $18,000 p.a. (S£.S, 15/1/03).
*The US law (called the No Child Left Behind Act) for ensuring quality education had a
provision slipped into it that requires schools to release to military recruiters the names, addresses
and phone numbers of their students (SPS, 14/10/02).
*Under new security laws passed in Spring 2003, health and home care workers must now
report whether, in the homes where they work, there is anything suspicious going on that might point
toward terrorism. This is yet another invasion of home privacy, together with other surveillance
strategies. It is particularly problematic because it adds an adversarial element to the service of these
kinds of workers.
*We were amazed to have our attention drawn to the fact that the US government has actually
contracted out the issuance of US passports to a private agency called Passport Services Center. We
wonder if this has ever happened before in the history of state-craft. (Information from Katie Dolan.)
*An airline passenger identification system would supposedly greatly reduce check-in hassle
for most people, but vastly increase the tracking of people in general.
*The irony is that while many liberties are unnecessarily invaded, others are not, for fear of
being politically incorrect, such as a badly needed method of profiling which would only affect a
limited number of people, many of them not even citizens. The argument is that if one does this to
a few, the government will soon end up doing it to many, which is what it is doing instead anyway,
with the PC apparently not recognizing the paradox and its dangers.
*We are constantly being given "confidentiality" and "privacy" documents-and, it is all fake!
The less information about us is really confidential, the more confidentiality documents we are given!
*A German peace activist recently announced: "God Almighty sees everything-but soon, the
state will too" (source item from Susanne 1. Hartfiel).
*In the aftermath of 11 September 2001, more and more Americans have begun to approve
of torture of suspected terrorists, and the US government has obviously colluded in, or even
conducted, de facto torture, as via sleep deprivation, temporary withholding of food, water and even
medical attention, covering people's heads with black hoods for hours, forcing people to stand or
kneel in uncomfortable positions in extreme cold or heat, etc. Sometimes, it turns suspects over to
security services of other countries that are known to be very good at employing torture (e.g., ,SfS,
9 March 03).
*Despite the broad and deep rollback on civil liberties, a recent poll found that only 20% of
Americans were concerned about them (,SfS, 18/5/03).
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increase in privacy laws, etc., etc., do not increase security, but reflect a loss of security in society.
The Economic Situation, & the Impact of Terrorism Threats & Security Scares
*The economic losses inflicted by "the events" are incalculable and will endure for
generations. Bin Laden may have calculated amazingly well how to bring down Western economies,
and how to do so in an extremely parsimonious fashion (Time, 11 Aug. 03).
*The budget crises that befell the States, contrary to predictions-only
shortly earlier-that
there would be huge surpluses, have brought about the most wrenching reallocations. A Harvard
economics professor has pointed out that the way the US government is going ever faster and deeper
into debt not only creates unmanageable econormc burdens to future generations, but could even bnng
about an outright economic collapse (S£S., 15/5/03).
The recent stabilities, or even improvements, in the US economy, the rise in the stockmarket,
and rosy outlooks projected by some economists, are entirely phony.
(E.g., a panel of top
economists in the US declared m 7/03 that the recession was over, and that in fact it had already
ended in 11/01.) Some economists are even telling us that the entire US war machine, plus the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan, and against terrorism elsewhere, is not an overstretch to the US economy.
There is also something outright schizophrenic in the way some economists tell us that the worst is
behind us, and others are predicting total doom. This is bound to be very disorienting to many
people.
Part of what is phony about the recent apparent economic improvement is that it has been what
experts have called a largely "jobless recovery" (Newsweek, 22/12/03). Also, recent improvements
or stabilities were brought about by borrowing very heavily against the future, and it is a future in
which vastly more people will be dependent (including because of the aging of the population) even
as there will be fewer taxpayers, and resources will be scarcer and/or more expensive. For instance,
the US government manages its humongous deficit by taking all of its Social Security surplus and
spending it, leaving paper IOUs behind which, by around 2013, will have mounted to $4 trillion, just
as babyboomers are retiring en masse and the government will be unable to pay for their benefits
without incurring other forms of debt at huge interest rates, or by an unlikely unprecedented cut in
other government spending. In other words, the profligacy of the last few and next few years will
soon begin to haunt future generations when the guilty parties have+so to speak =taken their profits
and run (Newsweek, 8 Sept. 03).
As other analysts and economists have said, the politicians are simply ignoring the future for
the sake of their next elections.
Experts in effect have declared the US budget out of control, with both major parties gladly
worsening tomorrow's problem in order to win today's votes. The recently-passed Medicare law is
said to add to the huge projected deficits in the future, in part because of the cost of the privatization
of its drug benefits. The longer difficult decisions are postponed, the harder they will be to make,
because the more money and expenditures will be involved each time. Eventually, there will have
to be huge tax increases at precisely the time when there are fewer people around who still earn
money to pay taxes on, even as there will be more dependent people.
*A typical example of what is going on is what happened in New York State. The governor
and legislature were at war with each other over the upcoming budget, and the legislature overrode
more than 170 vetoes (in fact, everyone) that the governor had issued on the legislature's spending
plan. The two sides were far apart at even estimating how much anything would cost or how much
money would be available. The legislature's budget was wanton as usual, including $200 million for
pork barrel projects. The legislature went on this spending binge despite the fact that even the most
optimistic forecast predicted large future deficits. After the veto override, Standard & Poors lowered
its rating of New York State bonds to a negative level, saying that the State did not have revenue to
cover the spending that the legislature had voted on (SfS., 17/5/03).
Obviously, in NY State the new economic post-9/01 realities have simply not sunk in. A
cargo-cult mentality has seized a lot of people who want to go on spending-sand even spending more
than before--despite the new economic realities.
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that just our small Central New York area around Syracuse alone received more than $67 million in
grants with a half-million here, a quarter-million there, for all sorts of projects, most of them
probably meritorious but many not really necessary or a bit of the icing-on-the-cake type. Examples
are a quarter-million dollars to renovate one of the swimming pools in the area, and another quartermillion dollars to renovate a local recreation center, all things that should be funded by local monies
and not by monies taken away from the locality, given to the federal government, and then being
returned by it to the locality with great fanfare but also a great attrition of funds on the way. Also,
some of this money was really in the form of subsidies to private business (SfS, 16/2/03). With this
kind of a pork barrel mentality at a time of fiscal hardship, Americans are learning the wrong lessons
and will find great difficulty adjusting to even greater hardships. Undoubtedly, this situation is
repeated many hundred-fold all over the country. It also raised the question in our minds just where
this much money originally came from, on top of all of the other federal money that goes to projects
other than such local ones.
*New York City has some of the world's biggest wealth and some of the wealthiest people,
but has been going recklessly into debt since the 1970s. Unfortunately, it is not just the profligate
people in New York City who will have to repay the debt, but all the taxpayers of the state. For
instance, they will have to pay $170 million annually on the state debt for more than 30 years (SPS,
22/8/03).
This will be on top of the staggering national debt that the current US federal
administration is accumulating toward the future.
*One thing NY State did was to pass a 6 % tax on the money private patients pay for nursing
home care in 1/03. About 11% of the nursing home population in the state have to pay the additional
tax because payments out of Medicaid and Medicare are exempted. People not covered by these may
be paying as much as $225 a day for their care out of their own pocket. The state plans to use at
least some of this tax revenue to increase its Medicaid payments to nursing homes which have been
as low as $150 a day, and thereby attract more federal matching funds. Thus, the whole complicated
ploy is a gimmick to get more federal funds by fleecing the families or estates of private nursing
home residents (SPS, 20/1/03).

*Apparently, the new economics are sinking in more clearly in many states than on the federal
level, or in NY State. Overall, the budget gaps facing the states over the next several years are said
to be the biggest and most serious in half a century (~,
31/12/02).
We are seeing some serious budget shortfalls and reallocations, and the initiation of a process
of withdrawal of funds from many kinds of services. For instance, Kentucky ordered the early
release of 500 state prisoners, even though it was anticipated that many of them would go straight
back to a life of crime. Some school districts in many states went to a 4-day school week. School
budgets are very commonly the first thing that the state government starts cutting when cuts have to
be made. In our opinion, human services can expect economic hardship for a long time, and if there
are other serious terrorist attacks, the situation may even get worse.
~
(9 Dec. 02) carried a long article on the sudden bad financial situation of most of the
50 states, but there was not one word said (hence revealed) that this is related to the "events" of Sept.
11, 200l.
Again, this seems to us to be an attempt to cover up what devastation multi-culturality is
bringing to us. Because of the deficit situation of most US states, due largely to "the events," law
enforcement agencies are beginning to decide that they will no longer process minor crimes, such as
shoplifting, trespassing, small claims charges, alcohol, gambling and tobacco offenses, prostitution,
and even domestic violence cases. In fact, the FBI itself has been admonished from the very top that
it must forget all sorts of domestic crimes in order to be able to concentrate on terrorism. We should
not be the least bit surprised if one consequence of all this will be an explosion of first minor crimes,
and the way things are, this very likely will spill over into more serious crimes. Some states may
be releasing prison inmates prematurely in order to save money, and many states are borrowing
against the future, which of course can make the future extremely hard for those who will have to
live in it. Some foster parents are having their payments cut to the point where fostering a child may
no longer be economically viable. One thing that is amazing about all of this is that we are paying
the wages of war even though relatively little warfare is actually taking place in the usual sense. As
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the threat of terrorism.
However, the Newsweek article that reported all this said not one word that all of this is the
result of "the events." That would not be Pc.
*Any service funded by Medicaid, including many home-living support services, may see
rather catastrophic cuts. Among the consequences may be a lot of deaths, and a lot more
institutionalizations in nursing homes even as these go down in quality because their reimbursements
will go down as well (Mouth, 3/03).
*Yet another disincentive to what is needed is a recent decision by the US government that
Medicaid will only pay for physical therapy that can be documented to show improvement, not for
such therapy that "merely" maintains function. This is short-sighted, because without maintenance
therapy, some people's functioning will definitely decline, which will then become more expensive
for Medicaid to pay for in the future; and many people who are on Medicaid will not engage in any
kind of physical exercise, let alone the kind that is therapeutic for them, unless they are enrolled in
a physical therapy program, either because they have no one in their lives who can or will get them
to exercise, or because they are passive or lazy and will not do it on their own, or because their
minds have been shaped to only respond to medicalized treatments and not to normative exercise.
Further, Medicaid in 2003 set a cap of $1500 per year of physical therapy per patient, which
can be used up in only a few sessions, leaving some people very under-served.
*One way some local and state governments are trying to avoid dealing realistically with
budget shortfalls is by shifting public expenditures from the official budget to bonding. This means
that public bonds are sold to complete certain projects (especially facility-related ones), but which will
cost taxpayers double in the long run because of the interest payments over 20-30 years. This is a
form of government immorality.
*One way US states are raising money is by actually promoting the sale of liquor (because
they collect a liquor tax), as by allowing liquor stores to stay open longer hours and even sell on
Sundays (NCR, I June 03). Strangely enough, there have been few attempts to raise taxes on
alcohol, which is relatively cheap in the US. Politicians are probably too scared of alcohol-guzzling
voters, but it is bound to happen. Lay in a big supply of liquor now. When "the end" comes, this
will be better than cash.
*Governments in Europe are finding that they cannot sustain the welfare state benefits that
they built up after WW II. E.g., France tried to retreat from its policy of enabling people to retire
at age 60. However, the welfare and benefit entitlement mentality had taken such deep roots that
there were big demonstrations against this measure (S£S, 2/2/03).
*Just as governments are spending money they do not have and are not likely to have in the
future, so are individual citizens. Personal debt in the US in 2002 exceeded disposable personal
income by $628 billion (Voice, Fall 03). What will happen when these debts come due, as they must
some day?
*Telephone marketing to private households has been extracting scores of billions of dollars
annually from mostly naive citizens. We suspect that people who get few personal phone calls, such
as the elderly, mentally' handicapped, and otherwise lonely ones, are prime victims, overjoyed that
a real live human is WIllingto talk to them. We recommend that people either quietly lay down the
receiver when they have figured out what the call is about, and thereby junk the caller's time, or that
they at least inform the caller=no matter how worthy the cause--that they accept no phone
solicitations, and hang up.
*One huge new (and probably permanent) cost is for "security."
After 11 Sept. 01, US airport security alone has been climbing up to 60,000 employees. The
Boston airport alone spent $250 million on security-related "improvements."
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woman in New York State who used to be a cleaning woman, but then applied for a new airport
security passenger screening job and was hired at a greatly increased salary (AP in SPS, 14/8/02).
On the other hand, the fact that airport security personnel can now earn somewhere between
2-4 times what they did before also means that they have to meet tougher requirements, which many
are not able to do.
Just in the Syracuse area alone, increasing security measures are anticipated to create 500 new
jobs (SPS, 4 Oct. 02).
So much money is being spent to try to safeguard the US water supply from terrorists that all
the money that was meant to be spent on cleaning up rivers and lakes, to make them safe for fishing
and swimming, had to be virtually abandoned for the time being (AP in SPS, 9 Oct. 02). This is
another extremely heavy burden laid upon the nation by the fear of terrorism, and could of course
have catastrophic long-term ecological effects like it did in the Soviet Union, leading to its collapse.
*In the recent economy, there has occurred a so-called "queuing down" phenomenon, as many
workers have been forced to take jobs beneath their qualifications, thereby bumping downward the
people who formerly would have filled these jobs at a lower level of qualification. E.g., older
workers are bumping down younger ones, college graduates are bumping down high school
graduates, high school graduates are bumping down those without diplomas, etc.
*One thing that the down-turn in the economy has done is to make divorces vastly more
acrimonious as spouses fight over assets. There has also been an increase in so-called dead-beat
parents who are failing to provide the agreed-upon child support (Newsweek, 21/7/03).
*The early 1990s were times of enormous economic changes. By 1991, at least 5 international
firms already had economies equivalent to that of many of the larger national economies. For
instance, OM ranked between Austria and Finland, Ford between Denmark and Norway, and so on.
One study concluded that running a large company had become analogous to managing a large
country.
Also in 1991, the steeply declining curve of manufacturing jobs in the US intersected for the
first time with the steeply rising curve of jobs at all levels of government; and already by 1992, there
were 18.6 million government jobs for only 18.2 million manufacturing ones (Time, 1 March 93).
One could cry!
Some 9/11 Aftermaths
The Fears Unleashed by 9/11, & Efforts to Cope With It
*What an image: during the "orange alert" in 2/03, the entire Congress in Washington was
prepared to flee at a moment's notice, and security people with Stinger shoulder-fired anti-aircraft
missiles were all over the place.
*Newsweek ran a cover story (24/2/03) on fear and anxiety. It claimed that the terrorist
attacks and the fear of further terrorism have loosened an epidemic of anxiety across the US, and that
all of this has been a windfall to the shrinks who "are working overtime." During the two weeks
after the World Trade Center attack, prescriptions for certain anti-anxiety drugs increased 9 % across
the US and 22 % in NYC. These increases were on top of an already high level of antidepressant use
which had more than doubled between 1996 and 2001 (Newsweek, 24/2/03).
Post-9/0l anxiety is also said to have many other peculiar expressions, such as people eating
and drinking more and having more accidents. Some authorities also claim that children become
more misbehaved. Many people are reportedly incapable of being conscious and/or open about being
afraid, and about fear lying at the bottom of many of their symptoms.
Reportedly, one of the best remedies against anxiety and depression is exercise, and it is
certainly much cheaper than all sorts of shrinkeries and drugs.
*"Mental health officials" estimated that 1.5 million New Yorkers needed psychological
counseling after, and because of, the events, but a mere 150,000 showed up for it. However, the
shrinks have corralled many of the family members of the WTC victims into permanent grief work,
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sections" at all sorts of public performances, which almost take on the quality of a performance of
their grief as entertainment for the public. We are afraid that the shrinks will be trying to "treat"
alleged mental trauma victims of the World Trade Center attack for the next 100 years. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has allocated another $500,000, on top of the
$132,000,000 that FEMA had already awarded to New York State, to help children 3-8 years old to
cope with stress and trauma. Among other things, printed material of all sorts will be developed at
vast effort and expense in English, Spanish and Chinese. (Why not Arabic") Ominously, we are told
that all of this can serve as a "model for children suffering from other traumatic events across the
country for years to come" (OHM Quarterly, 3/03).
*Thank goodness, before 11 Sept. 01, the Pentagon did not have a single full-time working
psychologist, but after "the events," a hundred of them began crawling around the building. They
introduce themselves as members of a "critical incident stress debriefing team," and have offices in
a "life-skills center." They have been roaming the halls, going from door-to-door, posting flyers,
and sending out e-mails, trying to drum up business. On the anniversary of the events, the shrinks
even set up tents around the Pentagon to be there in force, one of them saying "We are more
sensitive now." "America is more sensitive." One is almost grateful that there are some "trigger
pullers" left in the Pentagon who will not put up with such nonsense (Time, 15/10/01).
*In Germany, a 19-year old American woman soldier was guarding a rocket emplacement
when a car drove up at high speed and abruptly stopped in front of the gates. The soldier froze in
terror when a person clad in black and with sooty face and hands jumped out of the vehicle, rushed
to the trunk, extracted a Medieval weapon that looked like a spiked club, and rushed to the gate. The
soldier, shaking in fear, barely managed to point her rifle at him, which appeared to deter the
potential intruder who quickly raced back to his automobile and fled. The soldier sounded an alarm,
and German and American police immediately mounted a search for the presumed terrorist, who was
quickly caught and identified as a German chimney sweeper dressed in the traditional costume, using
a traditional chimney sweeping tool. The American soldier had never seen any such person or known
that they existed.
*Since 11 Sept. 2001, one can now find entire children's books devoted to coping with
terrorist attacks and other disasters. The Sesame Workshop, affiliated with the Sesame Street
children's TV series, has published a series of multi-lingual booklets for parents on the topic, yet
remarkably one has to decode some of the language in order to tell what the booklets are about. The
title, "You Can Ask," reveals nothing, and it is only terms such as building "important social and
emotional skills" to "cope with whatever comes their way," and "events such as those of September
11" that give away the purpose of the booklets.
*The amazing thing is that despite all kinds of economic problems in the US, there was no
decline in overly-rich hedonistic students traveling (at least 400,(00) to Florida for the notorious
decadent Spring break during 2003. However, there was a decline in students traveling to Cancun
in Mexico, which used to get up to 200,000 college students but where the numbers have been
declining since 9/11 for fear of terrorist attacks. The US government used to send 200 federal agents
there to protect the local citizens from out-of-control American college students (I), but now these
agents try to stave off terrorist attacks on the students; however, of all kinds of terrorist attacks, this
kind seems to us to be one of the least worst, considering how the students have been terrorizing their
Mexican hosts (various 3/03 clippings).
More on Post-9/11 "Security"
*By mid-2003, over 8% of US federal emploSees were working for the Homeland Security
Department, and 40% of these as airport screeners ( PS, 26/8/03).
*One subtle way in which Bin Laden has also succeeded spectacularly is that at innumerable
border crossings between Canada and the US, there are now often hold-ups lasting many hours, with
cars and trucks backed up for many miles--and all having their engines idling while creeping forward
in a walk. Furthermore, this requires much more personnel to process the traffic, the trucks all have
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vast expense.
Furthermore, it used to take just a few weeks to get a printed work copyrighted from the US
Copyright Office, but now it may take three months or more because every single package that comes
in IS treated as suspicious.
One wonders if things will ever ever again return to "normal."
*Just how much the fear of Islamic terrorism has brought the US to its knees is underlined
by the fact that in 2/03, Syracuse closed its airport parking garage because it was too close to the
airport entrance, and people trying to attend a symphony orchestra performance in a small town in
northern New York State had to show photo ID. It is ironic that the Orange Alert that brought all
of this on was at least in part called because one of the major Islamic feast days was in progress.
The very diversity that is being celebrated by the liberals is what is destroying us, which is a little
bit like happily having sex with someone who has AIDS, or taking a drug that gives one a deadly
high.
*An electrical contractor said that it took him less hassle to gain access to prisons to do
contracting jobs there than it took for him to gain access to a county courthouse after the new security
measures were installed there.
*In consequence of "the events," virtually all American synagogues have increased their
security measures, and many have started hiring police officers during special holidays (SPS, 8 Sept.
02). Being a temple-going Jew in America has suddenly become much more expensive.
*Government officials had known all along that many lives might be saved if people knew
how to seal a room with duct tape, or avoid radiation from a dirty bomb, but had intentionally kept
this information from the public until recently "because the people could not be trusted with this
information" (~,
9/9/02), probably meaning that the imperial powers did not want the public to
get the idea that things might get to the point where these measures would be needed.
*For $650, one can now buy a portable computer carrying case which also doubles as a bullet
shield (CR, 10/03).
*As part of the war against terrorism, virtually every food product in the US will have to be
registered, along with all the suppliers of the product elements. This means that 400,000 facilities
will have to register themselves and their products, contributing yet further to the unbelievable
formalization of American life and the expenses of security (SPS, 10/10/03).
*Even a year after "the events," the Nuclear Regulatory Commission did not know how many
foreign nationals were working at nuclear plants, and reactor sites were still failing security checks
about half the time (~,
9/9/02).
*The number of people is amazing who apply for security jobs at airports with false identity
papers, false names, phony social security numbers, and previous criminal records (SPS, 8 Sept. 02).
Perhaps even more amazmg is the number of the above who ~ security jobs. In 6/03, the US
Transportation Security Administration disclosed that it had fired 1200 who had criminal records
(SfS, 4 June 03). At the Los Angeles airport (one of the major ones in the US), about 11% were
removed (SPS, 4 July 03).
*For decades, it was legal (and perfectly safe for passengers) for pilots to carry a handgun
aboard their planes, first to protect the US mail and then to combat hijackings=until it was outlawed
just 2 months before 9/01. Since then, there has been a move to reintroduce the practice, especially
once it became apparent that the reinforced doors were no guarantee that a hijacker could not burst
through (Time, 2 Sept. 02). But it seems that fewer pilots are now willing to go through the new
hassles of becoming qualified to carry a gun (AP in SfS, 27/8/03).
*The 9/11 hijackers drew negative attention wherever they went, and a number of them got
driver's licenses by bribing motor vehicle office employees. They did the kinds of things that
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the liberals. However, if people today saw obvious foreigners-and especially Arabic or Islamic ones
=do some of the bizarre and illegal things that some of the hijackers had done, they would probably
report them (AP in S£S, 2 Sept. 02).
*The modernists are digging their own graves in respect to terrorist alerts. On the one hand,
should the government become aware of a threat and fail to issue an alert, there would be multimillion billion trillion dollar lawsuits, endless recriminations, and demands that all sorts of heads roll.
On the other hand, when alerts are issued, and nothing happens, the very same people complain
bitterly about the inconvenience of these alerts, ridicule them, and engage in the discrediting of
government security offices.
*Reports of abusive or even insane applications of the powers given to the US Homeland
Security Department are beginning to pour in. For instance, two little Poor Clare nuns from Korea
were denied visas (NCR, 5 Oct. 03), even as zillions of unsavory characters are admitted.
Parasitism
*As we had said, the World Trade Center attack was a splendid opportunity for somebody to
pretend they died, and to disappear. Indeed, by early 5/02, 23 people seemed to have done so.
Also, scores ofpeople--maybe even several hundred=fraudulently reported that they had lost a family
member, or even several, in the WTC, and they collected hundreds of thousands of dollars from
various sympathetic agencies. Some of these claimants were guests from abroad who apparently
thought that this was one way in which the streets in America were paved with gold (SPS, 23/2/03).
Many others made fraudulent claims for loss of property .
*Many of the people who worked in financial firms in the World Trade Center when it was
destroyed were not exactly entirely innocent victims. Many were involved in all sorts of financial
schemes that contributed to the transfer of wealth from the lower to the higher social strata, and from
poorer to wealthier countries. This is exemplified by 4 members of a brokerage firm in the WTC
who survived, and who were convicted in 6/03 of having been in the process of cheating investors
out of more than $100 million (srs, 28/6/03). Thus, most of the white-collar denizens of the WTC
were members of the PPP parasitic classes, the major exception being the lowly people who did
cleaning, meal serving, etc. Many of the privileged people working in the towers were the kind that
lived as far as 2 hours away (meaning 4 hours of round-tripping every day), safely away from the
cesspool of NY City, while squeezing the juice out of the Big Apple.
One of the firms hardest hit by the WTC disaster was the Kantor, Fitzgerald bond brokerage
firm that lost 660 of its 1050 employees, but their financial culture apparently made the survivors also
the greediest of the survivors. The federal compensation scheme was meticulously worked out to take
into account a victim's earning at the time of the disaster, age, family dependents, and the assets they
already owned, on top of a fixed sum of a quarter-million dollars for each victim, and all of it taxfree. Lawyers claimed that this would give these particular survivors about $1 billion less than they
should get-of course all from taxpayers. A large proportion of these victims were already making
more than $1 million a year prior to bonuses, stock options and profit sharing (SfS, 28/9/02). The
most unhappy about the settlements reportedly were the privileged people living on Staten Island
(Time, 9/9/02). One of them said that the government's financial offer "spit on" the deceased
person.
*While all sorts of parasitic parties were getting huge kinds of reliefs or compensations for
real or alleged damage from the WTC disaster, many small (and often marginal) businesses around
the Towers somehow slipped through the cracks, suffered catastrophic losses, found themselves
ineligible for aid, and had to give up (Newsweek, 7 Oct. 02).
*Whereas the 9/11 victims are being paid huge amounts of federal compensation, the benefits
for survivors of US armed forces members who die in combat are surprisingly modest. For instance,
a widow will get a $6000 death gratuity, and $948 per month until death or remarriage, plus $237
per child per month, and beyond that whatever life insurance policy the deceased may have carried,
which in the case of most military personnel is worth $250,000. Without a life insurance policy, a
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income or no income, she would lose her pension. All this hardly seems fair at least as long as the
country is relatively rich.
*"The Events" have been a blessing for the "security" business--and for academia, with
innumerable specialist experts, departments and institutes getting established. For instance, Columbia
University launched a National Center for Disaster Preparedness, and put it in--of all places--the
School of Public Health (SfS, 26/8/03). Islamic studies have also skyrocketed.
On the other hand, the US government has tightened its student visa procedures, as a result
of which many fewer foreign students than expected have made it to the US, which is quite a
financial blow to academia. Foreign students had heen spending up to $12 billion annually in the
US, and have heen a major source of income to US colleges and universities, because they often pay
full tuition, with many of them having affluent parents. At least one of the 9/11 hijackers had a
student visa.
Miscellaneous 9/11 Aftermaths
*One thing that should have surprised us all was the large number of mostly lowly people
employed in the WTC towers who were in the US illegally. Apparently, the high-powered firms
running things in the Towers had all sorts of probably not very noble motives for hiring these people.
Those who survived the attack were granted immunity from deportation.
*Some of the WTC survivors entered at least temporary celebrity status, floating from one
interview to another, and one talk show to another, not just in the US hut also abroad. The same
has happened with some of the widows and orphans.
*One rather bizarre thing about the memorials and "burials" of the victims in or near the WTC
(including fire and police officers) was that some of the funeral services were held with an empty
coffin because no remains had been recovered. It would have been much better to merely interpret
these as memorial services rather than making them phony funeral or burial services.
*The two huge heams of bright light shot mindlessly and consumptively into the sky for quite
a while as a memorial turned out to he yet another hardship to bear for the residents in the area
(Newsweek, 9 Sept. 02).
The War in Iraq
*One of the big tragedies of Iraq is that this has been a country invented by Westerners, and
so carved out as to suffer from insufferable diversity. It was established in 1921, and in its first 37
years had more than 50 government cabinet shuffles, and since 1958, it has had five dictators. More
than half of its inhabitants are Shi'ite Arabs, close to 20% were Kurds until Saddam killed a lot of
them; there is a large Sunni Arab minority which has been largely running the country since its
beginning; there has always been a Syrian minority that has lived there since before the Arahs
invaded; there are concentrations of Turkemans related to the Turks in the west and the inhabitants
of Turkistan in the east; there used to he a large Christian minority which in recent decades has
experienced massive losses due to emigration because of its persecuted status; and there also used to
be a Jewish minority which has apparently disappeared. Kurds have alliances with their own kind
in Turkey and Iran, and many Shi'ites feel much closer to Iran than to an Iraqi identity (e.g.,
Smithsonian, 5103). And imagine this: the PC think that all of this diversity is just wonderful, and
if they could, would even increase it, and bring it to Western countries! Perhaps the answer is for
some PC American Jews to settle in Iraq in order to make up for the loss of its previous Jewish
population, plus for new minorities to be introduced=perhaps Nigerians and Somalis.
When people mouth obvious self-contradictions incessantly, they are bound to become
schizophrenic in some way. For instance, Newsweek (2114/03) said that "the great obstacle to Iraqi
democracy is also one of its great strengths--its ethnic and religious diversity." There is really no
evidence that this diversity has ever been a strength of that part of the world, or that other countries
with great diversities were better off for it. But the claim gets to be compulsively repeated by the
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perversions.
*The big reason why Saddam Hussein became as powerful as he did is because the US helped
him to do so when the US was at loggerheads with Iran. Even when Iraq hit a US destroyer with
a missile in 1987, killing 37, the mistake was quietly forgiven. We had not heard until we saw it
in Newsweek (23/9/02) that in support of Iraq, US commandos in the late-1980s were blowing up
Iranian oil platforms in the Gulf and attacking Iranian patrol boats.
*One reason France was apparently opposed to war against Iraq was that the French had just
been selling anti-aircraft missile systems to Iraq, plus other war materiel, and did not want to have
that discovered (AP in SfS, 19/4/03), especially since it turned out that the Iraqis had French-made
rocket missiles that were so new that they had to have been purchased after an arms embargo on Iraq
was in place (SfS, 17/10/03). The Germans, also opposed to the war, had also been making missiles
for the Iraqis, as was discovered (e.g., Newsweek, 2114/03).
*There was indeed something very symbolic in huge numbers of Iraqis voting to keep Saddam
in power by marking their ballots with their own blood. This is a bit like Jews demanding more
concentration camps and then being surprised if they get them (Newsweek, 28/10/02).
*War where? Geographic illiteracy among the young is now a worldwide phenomenon,
though it is particularly high in a number of countries, including the US. Only 13% of Americans
of all ages could locate Iraq on the map in 2002 (National Geo~avhic, 1103). Apparently, despite
all the diversity games and teaching in the schools, one thing the youngsters are not being taught is
where all of these multi-cultural diversities come from. Not only Americans in general, but even
politicians and news people are fairly illiterate about geography. A rather large article in our local
newspaper (S£S., 8 Feb. 03) about the US build-up for war in Iraq showed a map that placed Iraq
roughly where Afghanistan and Pakistan are.
*Before the war against Iraq began, the Pentagon constituted a so-called "red team." Such
teams are supposed to question a particular war plan, and find what its weak spots are. Sometimes,
this is done in war games. The red team set up before the war against Iraq actually defeated the
invading US forces by managing to "sink" almost the entire US fleet in the Gulf area by means of
small planes and rubber boats, such as a more creative Iraqi or Islamic force might have done. One
reason it succeeded was that it avoided the use of interceptible radios, and used messengers instead.
The befuddled US commanders very quickly aborted this war game, "refloated" the fleet, and the
commander of the red team resigned in disgust (S£S., 28/3/03).
Even in events such as these, there are implications to human services, because the above
exemplifies the behavior of an empire, and human service empires are just as much empires as the
US military, except that they have different kinds of authorities and means, and like all empires, they
absolutely hate having their shortcomings uncovered and displayed.
*We were struck by the fact that at least two cities in southern Iraq were declared 4 times to
have been taken, and at least 3 times prematurely so. Once, there was a news report of an entire
division of about 10,000 soldiers surrendering, but for many days later on, the number of Iraqi
prisoners was said to be below 10,000. In each case, we did not encounter any clear-cut retractions
of the earlier false statements, but instead they were ignored for some time, as if in the hope that they
would quickly be forgotten.
*Nazi war reportage and news, shown every week in movie houses during WW II, would
commonly reuse the same scenes (e.g., artillery firing at night time) over and over, regardless of
which action they were covering. By this, one could infer that the coverage was contrived.
We have noted that the same thing has happened in American media coverage of various wars
in recent decades, where the same scenes are seen over and over. Furthermore, few Americans may
realize how many war scenes are actually posed by news reporters, who undoubtedly go up to
soldiers and ask them to take positions behind some kind of cover and act as if they were shooting
at the enemy. Sometimes, one can even see, if one is sharp-eyed, that the weapons of the soldiers
are not actually combat ready, and that the scene is therefore posed.
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mostly against sand storms) with headbands that displayed, in very large and bright letters, the
trademark, and video coverage of the war thus de facto provided a free advertisement.
*While the US troops in the Iraqi war zones were pooping their guts out from fear, the
Kuwaiti government was not very cooperative in that it was holding up 480,000 boxes of baby wipes
meant for the US soldiers (SPS, 21/3/03).
*We thought that battle axes went out with the Middle Ages, but learned to our distress that
for the Iraqi war, US airborne troops ordered 81 of them. We did not even know that they were still
being made (SPS, 21/3/03).
*In a single night in the Iraq war, two squadrons of Apache helicopters consumed 60,000
gallons of fuel (S.fS, 21/3/03).
*Some people called the cost of the Iraqi war "pocket change" (Newsweek, 7 Oct. 02). Some
Republican politicians, such as Senator Grassley of Iowa, said with great seriousness that the war in
Iraq would not detrimentally affect the US economy, employment, health care or retirement savings
(AARP Bulletin, 3/03).
*One of the most bizarre things of the Iraq war was the large number of civilian vehicles
traveling about in war zones. This simply is not done, and raises many puzzling questions,
particularly when the vehicles were signaled in various ways to stop, were warned to stop with
warning shots, but ignored all of this, and finally were shot to pieces. Some of these vehicles even
weave in and out of US armored columns, which has no rational explanation at all on a battlefield.
We lived through war ourselves, and know that the thing to do is to stash away one's vehicle in a
hidden place and hope that one will get it back when the fighting or the war is over; and when there
is fighting or bombing going on, one stays underground if one can, or at least low. Therefore, these
extraordinary events must have an extraordinary explanation, as perhaps that the vehicles were being
commandeered by the Iraqis to come to a certain place to be used for military or guerrilla operations,
and that they were to be delivered by civilians as a cover. Another distinct possibility is that
messages were being delivered by these vehicles, perhaps even unbeknownst to most of their
passengers. We also suspect that it was more often the people who were better-placed in the Iraqi
regime who had such vehicles in the first place, and who were up to no good when they were blithely
driving around in battle zones.
*American soldiers used torture on Iraqi prisoners in order to get information out of them.
They subjected them to around-the-clock loud scratchy heavy-metal music until they "freaked out"
(Newsweek, 29/12/03).
*We were amazed to learn that US weapons hunters and inspectors trying to find Iraqi
weapons of mass destruction were roaming over the country without a single translator available to
them (AP in SAPS, 12 May 03).
*The Iraqi exile in whom the Bush government put its highest hope for post-war leadership,
Ahmad Chalabi, had been convicted in Jordan of embezzling $300 million from his bank, and was
sentenced to 27 years in prison. He fled the country (e.g., SPS, 11 April 03).
*It is ironic that the very army of Iraqi emigres brought back to Iraq on US military planes
as an anti-Saddam force of stability was shortly after discovered to be looting (SfS, 23/4/03).
*We were very impressed when we saw how many people marched in opposition to a war in
Iraq in major cities all over the world-until we saw a whole slew of pictures of the marchers, and
noticed that a large proportion of them wore Islamic garb. Then we suddenly realized that probably
every Muslim living in these Western countries was going on one of these marches. Of course, this
puts a new complexion on the meaning of these numbers.
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(Time, 14/4/03). This sort of thing helps explain why true Muslims would want to make war on the
West.
*According to Amnesty (Winter 03), abduction and rape of women became "rampant" in Iraq
after the fall of the Saddam regime.
Militarism. War. & Its Toll
*Bourke, J. (1999). An intimate history of killing: Face-to-face killing in twentieth-century
warfare. New York: Basic Books. This book has stirred up quite a bit of attention. It claims that
many soldiers derive a great deal of pleasure from killing, and that they describe this experience as
exhilarating, satisfying and beautiful. The sight of enemy soldiers being blown-up in front of them
is sometimes described as one of the happiest moments of one's life, comparable to peak sexual
experiences and other "joys unspeakable." Increasingly, Western women soldiers are beginning to
give voice to similar sentiments. To some people, killing can acquire an almost addictive quality.
At the same time, there are also soldiers who are horrified by the killing work, who will not
fire directly at enemies, who ask to be excused from all sorts of killing work, and who feel very bad
about the victims. Thus, people of very different views of human nature both cite the book as
providing support for their positions. There is, however, some suggestion that pleasure in killing is
more common among soldiers of non-Western cultures, though the book concentrates on the psyche
of Western soldiers raised in societies with Christian traditions.
Even though bayonets play an extremely small role in modem warfare, the military
nonetheless has a vastly disproportionate fascination with them, as do the soldiers themselves who
tend to greatly exaggerate their use of bayonets. The military probably sees the benefits of inuring
soldiers to close-up killing, while the soldiers are not aware of this manipulation.
Some chaplains asked soldiers whether they could imagine Christ sticking a bayonet into an
enemy soldier, and to their amazement were answered with a resounding "yes." Soldiers rarely
viewed Christian morality as an obstacle to the killing of enemies.
Most depressing is that there was a vast majority among Christian military chaplains who
could not see themselves counseling soldiers to disobey orders to kill enemy soldiers who were
surrendering, or at best gave ambiguous answers about such situations. Obviously, serving the
military numbed their moralities.
At the beginning of World War I, many Christian chaplains in the contending armies
petitioned to be allowed to bear arms.
Surprisingly, the author rejects the theory that people's consciences can be numbed by military
discipline, technology and other factors. We are very skeptical of these conclusions. After all, one
bit of datum is that wildlife hunters and country youths who are much more familiar with the lifeand-death cycle and slaughtering seem to make better soldiers than city youths.
One interesting observation by a reviewer of this book was that victims of violence report
much more frequently that their violators and tormenters were enjoying themselves than do the people
who administer the violence. A reviewer concluded that about 5-6% of perpetrators derived true
enjoyment out of harming or killing people in civilian life, which leaves open the question about this
phenomenon in the military.
*An enormous amount of warfare in the world is the result of nations being unstable because
of their internal diversity and multiculturalism. E.g., this is why there is constant warfare in the
Congo, a huge country artificially created by the Belgians. Merely one of several sources of civil
war there is that the Lendu tribe has long been a bitter enemy of the Hema tribe, and with a little bit
of instability, ancient animosities flared up again once foreign peace-keeping troops withdrew (AP
in~,
14/5/03).
*Looking at regimes, or wars, in Yugoslavia, multiple African countries, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Korea, Indonesia, and elsewhere, people in humanitarian relief work are saying something to the
effect that "mankind is slowly, but in a very determined way, going back to barbarism." They also
say that it is a very displaced address to respond to ethnic cleansing, dictatorship, tyranny, and so
on, with private humanitarian relief supplies and emergency camps for displaced persons. Also, the
humanitarian agencies sometimes become blinded, as when they called for a cease-fire during the
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controlled at that time. The alternative is said to be intervention by the international community of
nations, which it usually does not do, or only when it is too late (Newsweek, 21110/02; A Bed for
the Night by David Rieff, 2(02).
*The USA had become a world economic giant already before World War I, and one of the
major contributors to this was believed to have been that the country had hardly any armed forces,
compared to the huge armed forces maintained by virtually all European countries. The greatest
military expense of the US at that time was apparently the Navy. The phenomenal expenses of the
current war in Iraq certainly brought to our mind how much of a nation's economic effort can go into
wars and readiness for wars. The Soviet Union is believed to have disintegrated because of its
commitment to an arms race.
*One way American defense contractors keep making money is by giving military secrets to
foreign nations, so that when these develop their new military capabilities, the firms will get massive
defense contracts from the US government to defend the US against these foreign countries. For
instance, Hughes Electronics and Boeing gave information to China to help them develop space
rockets (S£S., 2 Jan. 03). Next, the US government launches a huge research and development effort
against missiles from China.
*There is a town in Oklahoma that has been the bomb-making capital for the US military for
generations, and the entire vicinity is economically dependent on bomb-making. Even one of the
Baptist ministers makes bombs during the week (AP in SPS, 14/3/03).
*The US military loves depleted uranium in some of its ordnance for two reasons: it is nearly
twice as dense as lead, and it ignites and bums upon high-speed impact. While its radiation level is
relatively low, it can give out an awful lot of radiation when there is a lot of it around, and the first
Persian Gulf War in 1991 did use an awful lot of it. These munitions were also used in the war in
the former Yugoslavia, and may have been used in Afghanistan (CW, 8/02). Unfortunately, once
these projectiles become pulverized on impact, the material becomes water-soluble and can remain
in the water supply for billions of years. It also tends to concentrate in the food chain, and children
are up to 20 times more sensitive to its carcinogenic effects. It can also disrupt sperm production
and cause chromosomal damage leading to birth defects plus a long list of other diseases. Many of
the symptoms of the Gulf War veterans may have been due to this toxic substance, which the
Pentagon has long denied and has tried to sweep under the rug.
*There is just one amazing thing after another. The US government has refused to release
records that would show whether 425,000 US veterans had been exposed to unsafe levels of radiation
or toxic chemicals as part of experimental projects about which they had not been informed (S£S.,
31/10/02).
*There are now allegations that the US committed war atrocities in the tirst Gulf War, and
slaughtered Iraqi soldiers who tried to surrender, en masse, because the US military felt unequipped
to handle so many prisoners (e.g., NCR, 8 Dec. 02). There are also vigorous denials of these
allegations (e.g., NCR, 22112/02).
*The following companies import oil from the Middle East, in order of quantity: Shell,
Chevron, Exxon/Mobil, Marathon, and Amoco. The following do not: Citgo, Sunoco, and Conoco
(11/02 source data from Fritz Robrecht). One might be able to contribute less to war by buying from
the latter.
*Civilian casualties in a war are not only euphemistically referred to as collateral damage, but
also as collateral effects.
*We are concerned that Americans will get the idea that they are entitled to engage in warfare
without suffering casualties. Considering the casualties of the US Civil War, the more than 200 dead
each day in World War II, the losses in the Korean and Vietnam Wars, losses in the last 15 years or
so have been so few that the media make a huge deal out of every single American casualty. Being
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if there should ever be another war with normative casualties.
Another interesting development is that while there were a reported 294 US dead in the first
Gulf War (World War IV), an amazing 221,000 veterans of that war are now receiving disability
benefits, many apparently because of some form of Gulf War syndrome (Mouth, 5/03). This is a
mighty well-kept secret!
*It is becoming ever more apparent that the US military is turning into a very wimpy bunch
behind the masquerade of imperial imagery. Many people sign-up for the military, but when they
are actually sent somewhere where bad things go on, they have very little mental endurance, and start
cracking quickly and in large numbers. Among other things, a record number of US military appear
to have committed suicide in Iraq.
Many others end up in shrinkery, many also end up on
prescription mind drugs (the drugs of choice in Iraq have been Celexa and Trazodone, which are in
the anti-depressant category), and many start committing atrocities. Many of the atrocities are not
planned but the product of the soldier's inability to remain cool under what are or appear to be
combat conditions (e.g., Newsweek, 12 Jan. 04, & other recent news coverage).
All this is the more remarkable when one considers that the situation of US military personnel
in Iraq comes nowhere close to the dangers of combat in previous US wars through Vietnam.
*American soldiers--even abroad and in combat zones--now spend so much time in front of
TV and computer screens that often, the camaraderie that used to be so much part of soldiering never
develops, and there is a certain kind of dissocial or even asocial atmosphere (Time, 29112/03).
Perhaps this contributes to so many of them cracking.
The Social Advocacies
Since the December issue of TIPS always deals with some of the lowliest people in society
(such as prisoners and slaves), we always try to cover some items on social advocacy which is
desperately needed on behalf of such people.
*Enclosed with this issue of TIPS, readers will fmd a flyer advertising a new book on Citizen
Advocacy, which is a service form that matches individual unpaid advocates with individual persons
in need of advocacy. The book that laid out the Citizen Advocacy concept (Citizen Advocacy and
Protective Services for the Impaired and Handicapped) came out in 1973, but has been out of print
for many years. This new book, called One Person at a Time, focuses mostly on Citizen Advocacy
engagements, told by the advocates themselves and then given interpretation by the author who was
a Citizen Advocacy program coordinator for almost 20 years. The stories are from all over the
world, and include relationships that have lasted a long time--sometimes decades--as well as ones that
are only a few years old. The stories tell of a mixture of success and tragedy, joy and suffering, that
advocates and their proteges endure. The book also includes sections on the principles of Citizen
Advocacy, some strategies for advocates in pursuing their advocacy, and some moral principles that
may sustain people engaged in advocacy.
We strongly recommend the book to all those engaged in any kind of advocacy, but especially
Citizen Advocacy, and to anyone who is interested in personal relationships between ordinary, valued
citizens and devalued people.
Proceeds of the sale of the book go to support a local Citizen Advocacy program.
The Need For Clarity on the Nature of Advocacy
One of the biggest problems in social advocacy is that the word gets used to mean virtually
anything someone wants it to mean, rather than what it does mean, namely the representation by one
party of the interests and rights of another party so as to see to it that those interests are protected
and not ignored or even denied.
*The US government's Small Business Administration helps people start small enterprises, and
keep them going. Unfortunately, it is contributing to confusion over what advocacy is: it has paid
positions entitled Minority Small Business Advocate, whose incumbents work specifically with small
business-owners who are racial minority group members; and Research Advocate, who consults small
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(SPS, 6 May 2002, p. C6). Why not call these positions simply business consultants? And why,
oh why, must there be one specifically for "minority-owned" businesses when de facto, this is a code
word for only certain minorities?
*Another example of confusion about what advocacy is can be found in so-called "victim
advocate programs" of local district attorneys' offices in the US. Staff of such programs offer
primarily practical assistance to crime victims. The director of one such program-who won a
national award--says her job is first "needs assessment," then trying to get victims what they tell her
they want or need (S£S, 13 & 18/4/03). On the one hand, it is good to have the interests of victims
represented, as well as those of the alleged offenders. But it would be even better to see more real
advocacy conducted under the name advocacy. Perhaps these programs should be called "crime
victim assistance programs."
*Only 2 nursing homes in all of NY State have been forced by the state to close in a lO-year
period through 2001. When the most recent one (in Syracuse) was closed, it was revealed that state
Inspections had repeatedly turned up serious violations, including some that placed residents in
"immediate jeopardy. " Yet there had been lli! complaints from residents, their families, or even
"whistleblowers" on the staff; indeed, when the state announced the facility's closure, all these parties
came to the defense of the facility, illustrating how "advocates" of vulnerable or devalued people may
not perceive the full extent (or even a large extent) of their plight, and may even take the side of the
oppressor. This underlines the importance of making the distinction between real advocacy and
alleged advocacy that we emphasize in our social advocacy teaching.
*A member of an advocacy group in Britain (Shorter, 2(02) said that the terms "advocacy"
and "advocate" are not well-known in Britain, and therefore should be changed to terms such as
"help" or "support." Obviously, such a position displays a fundamental lack of understanding of how
advocacy can be very different from what people understand as help and support. This underlines
a recumng problem, namely, people who are rather naive about advocacy issues saying all sorts of
things, making all sorts of proposals and changes, and conducting all sorts of activities that inject
confusions and obstacles into advocacy work.
*Lies. lies. and damned lies. Several supposed advocacy bodies are funded so much by
powerful interests against which they could theoretically have to advocate that they might better be
thought of as lobbying groups for the funding bodies. For instance, at least three groups that call
themselves advocacy organizations for senior citizens--United Seniors Assn., Seniors Coalition, and
60 Plus Assn.--get virtually all their funding from drug firms. Further, they all claim to be nonpartisan, yet support the causes of only one political party. Not only that, but some of these
organizations have also taken up issues that are not specific to the people they supposedly represent
(i.e., seniors), and have taken positions on such issues that may not at all represent their constituency
(e.g., advocating for oil drilling in the national wildlife refuge in Alaska, and for storing nuclear
wastes in Nevada) (AARP Bulletin, 2/03).
Conflicts of the Interests of Different Parties
One major problem in advocacy, and one that few people in advocacy roles adequately come
to grips with, is that the interests of one party will almost invariably clash with the interests of some
other party=including when all the parties at stake are weak and vulnerable parties; and that in order
for anyone party's interests to be truly represented, there must be advocacy on their behalf that is
free of as many conflicts of interest as possible.
*One of the least-recognized conflicts of interests in advocacy circles is that there may be
clashes of interests between and among members of families (e.g., between parents and their
children), and that is why so many programs are called "family advocacy." Many of these tend to
be advocates more for parents than for the children in these families, plus they tend to be totally
unconscious of this.
In one instance, a woman--almost 90-years old--had a handicapped son who lived with her.
She virtually locked him in the house with her and controlled every facet of his life. Eventually, he
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program that he no longer wanted to go home, and in fact would not get out of the car and go in the
house. Eventually, a local association founded by parents of retarded persons went to the home with
the local police, who took the mother away and institutionalized her in a mental facility for 10 days,
while another arrangement was made for her son. When she got out of the mental facility, she went
to a lawyer who threatened to sue the agency. An agency spokesperson said that before this
happened, they could not have imagined ever doing something so drastic against a parent, since the
agency has always been an agent for, and ally of, parents.
*A research study (E&TDD, 3/03) revealed a very problematic pattern of funding of mental
retardation services. Retarded people who were part of a plaintiff class that won a court case were
likely to receive vastly disproportionate service funding compared to other retarded people who were
just part of the hoi polloi. This has apparently been the pattern across the US, and shows up yet
another serious problem with going to the courts and trying to ram through judicial solutions for
limited numbers of retarded people (such as those residing in a particular institution) and ending up
thereby out-competing other retarded people for a limited pool of money.
*In early summer of 2003, the US federal government implemented a law passed in 1996,
entitled the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). Among its provisions,
one was to "guarantee security and privacy of health information." The first thing the implementation
resulted in was a vast amount of paperwork as every person or agency that could be somehow judged
to be connected in any way with health care started to hand out to clients, as soon as they walked in
the door, multiple sheets detailing all their privacy rights. Many required that clients sign the sheets,
or sign another sheet that said they had received the sheets telling them their rights, and do so over
and over. In addition, many agencies have had to virtually overhaul their computer systems, so as
to be in compliance with the new rules. Health care offices now have huge stocks of these forms
sitting around, and must keep all the signed forms of their patients. All this has resulted in huge
additional expense of time and resources.
But that is not even the worst of it. As a result of the new law, many patients are now no
longer receiving visits from chaplains or even their own minister, because a hospital may no longer
notify such chaplains and ministers that someone is in the hospital. Instead, the sick person has to
request such a visit--but many people are too sick to be able to do so, or do not understand that this
is now their responsibility (or right?). Also, many people who do not have a blood tie to a sick
person may not be informed of that person's illness or hospitalization, or may not be allowed to visit
even if they do know. This includes advocates, and concerned and responsible service workers.
Already vulnerable people are thus put in much greater jeopardy by both the paperwork that
they may not comprehend, and by being cut off from some of the most important people in their lives
during a time when they need protectors. All this will also make the dead-making of people in the
health care system much easier.
The irony of it all is that these new measures are deceptively interpreted to be in the interest
of patients, when in reality, they were primarily designed to prevent lawsuits, and not to protect
privacy or confidentiality.
*Advocates for physically impaired people claim that those who use metallic prosthetic devices
are being severely inhibited in their advocacy activities because it takes them forever to get around
the security screening and devices in government buildings that house the officials and legislators
whom they are trying to reach (AP in~,
13/1103).
*Miss America of 1995 was deaf. In 2002, she decided to have a cochlear implant done on
her because her 2-year old son had an accident and she could not hear him cry (S£.S, 10 Aug. 02).
She'll undoubtedly be sentenced to Deaf hell. (See our coverage of this topic in the last TIPS issue.)
*Many kinds of dangerous chores and jobs in society should be performed by people who do
so willingly, either as volunteers, or because they are offered extra incentives such as higher pay.
People should not be compelled to perform them, because that would be like slavery or penal
servitude. It took a ruling by Britain's highest appeals court to permit teachers to refuse to teach
violent children. This is yet another example of the many clashes of rights in modernistic society:
the rights of violent pupils versus the rights to safety of teachers (~,
28/2/03).
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are affected by one's advocacy. One sees a lot of this in advocacy for so-called "inclusion" of
impaired children in regular classes. Advocates sometimes almost literally step over the dead bodies
of other children in order to get what they want. We have many such vignettes in our files.
E.g., a Syracuse parent wrote to the newspaper for advice. Her daughter had started
kindergarten, and there was a disturbed boy in her class who "loves to try to cut others with scissors,
bites, kicks, spits, and has bitten the teacher's lesson plan apart." She wondered whether her child
had any right to time with the teacher, or a right not to go to school in fear. A PC person replied
that she should "stay patient and document any problems her daughter has with this kid. They can't
just pull the kid out of class-It has to be documented, he has to be evaluated, etc. Try to remember
he's a little boy, not the devil. ..Good luck" (SfS, 15/10/03, p. A2). Good luck is right! We suggest
home schooling of the non-handicapped child, and any other such children, and leaving the public
schools for only children who bite, kick, cut, and spit.
The Devastatin~ Impact of an Entitlement & Litigiousness Culture on Advocacy & Society
*A cover story in Newsweek (15112/03) finally asserted bluntly that litigiousness and
unrealistic damage awards, and the fear of lawsuits, are "paralyzing" the professions in the US, and
thereby the entire societal process. Physicians get sued over misfortunes that no one could have
prevented, schools get sued for disciplining children for even the grossest kinds of offenses, local
governments get sued when somebody falls on the sidewalk, golf courses get sued when someone on
them gets struck by lightning, pastors get sued for failing to prevent suicides, coaches get sued for
not putting children on the All-Star team, and inmates in prison will sue about literally anything and
everything, even for self-inflicted injuries. A lot of the frivolous lawsuits are by people who "want
something for nothing."
Physicians, teachers, ministers, coaches, etc., etc., regardless of who they are, learn to be
deeply afraid of being sued. One commentator likened the legal status of the health care profession
to being a "cancer in its last stage," because "every patient is a potential litigant, every family
member is a potential plaintiff." The practice of defensive medicine alone is believed to cost up to
$100 billion a year in the US, which is enough money to provide health care for the 40 million
Americans who do not have health insurance. Furthermore, fear of lawsuits is contributing to a
culture of secrecy in the practice of medicine lest any candor might be used against practitioners in
court.
Comparable impacts have occurred in US schools where both the laws and the fears of
lawsuits have disabled almost anything worthwhile. Schools' powers of discipline have been almost
totally strirped, and now unruly children have all the rights and the others have none, often under
the mante of a disability label that has defeated all rationality. Students sense the teachers' fear,
have become aware of their own powers, and have taken over.
Employers will no longer write letters of recommendation. Also, fear of lawsuits has resulted
in terribly impoverishing changes in the American physical landscape. For instance, playgrounds all
over the country have been stripped of innumerable ancient and popular types of play equipment
because of avalanches of lawsuits and fear thereof.
Potential plaintiffs do not even have to sue anymore: all they have to do is assume a
threatening posture and the threatened parties cave in.
Newsweek said that verdicts have "defied common sense and cast a shadow over the system."
The problem has not been so much financial awards for demonstrated and real losses, but the
astronomic awards made for rather vague "pain and suffering," and the very arbitrary punitive
damages on top of the other two kinds.
The cost to US society is believed to be $200 billion a year, or about 2% of the National
Gross Domestic Product, at an average of $721 per citizen as of 2001 (~,
2017/03). On top of
that, of course, comes all the disablement that has resulted. New York City alone shells out $550
million a year in court awards for trying and preventing settlements. Often, insurance companies will
shell out money in order to prevent a more costly lawsuit, even if they are almost certain that they
would win it, which is of course like paying blackmail. Businesses, government units, etc., have had
to double what they pay their lawyers in just four years in order to be prepared to defend against
lawsuits.
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while they get astronomic sums. For instance, in response to a lawsuit, Chicago paid about $20 each
to about 5,000 street beggars, while their lawyers got $375,000.
Law reform has not been very successful because in the now current judicial usurpation, the
courts simply keep striking down the laws. Some people have called this a "legal system gone mad."
This all started mostly in the 196Os,when almost all the bad things that have been happening
in the culture of modernism really picked up steam and became dominant.
A legal reformer (Philip Howard) has fublished two books on it all, one called The Death of
Common Sense, followed by The Collapse 0 the Common Good.
*Insurance premiums for an OB/GYN specialist in the US rose to $1 million per year recently,
and this had very little to do with actual damage payments, but with ever-rising payments for "pain
and suffering." Some physicians cannot even earn their overhead costs if they worked 12 hours a
day. More and more young physicians stay out of high-risk medical fields. Despite all of this, the
Democrats have been opposed to reforms, and some people are predicting the "end of medicine," but
that may be an exaggeration.
*Asbestos disease has been a gold mine for American lawyers for almost a generation now.
As of late 2002, there were more than 600,000 asbestos-related lawsuits before US courts, and more
were expected. But now lawyers have discovered a new angle, namely, suing for damages for people
who do not have asbestos damage, or have not even been exposed to asbestos, but who merely
developed fears of any of the above. While it is inconceivable that this kind of lawsuit, being so
friviolous, could stand, it went all the way to the US Supreme Court (AP in S£S, 7 Nov. 02), which
decided that people exposed to asbestos can sue for monetary damages even though they have JlQ1
developed cancer from their exposure, and never may (AP in S£S., 11 March 03). We can foresee
the day soon when pedestrians may sue their town because they might just conceivably in the future
fall on the sidewalk and break their leg.
*Lawyers in our area sued for big damages when an adult woman broke her neck while
sledding in a public park. The lawyers asserted that she was eligible for damages because there had
been no sign warning sledders on the slope that sledding was dangerous (SPS, 17/3/03). Can you
imagine all the slopes in the entire American countryside being covered with signs reminding
sledders, snowmobilers, hang-gliders, skydivers, hikers, walkers, runners, joggers, etc.. that these
activities are dangerous?
*An estimated 76 million Americans are struck every year by diseases conveyed by food. A
wife miscarried her unborn son of 7 months' gestation after she contracted listeria, a food-borne
bacterium. This is very sad--but it is only one of many heartaches that may befall people in life.
But these days, people think "someone" must be to blame for ~ misfortune that befalls them, so
the family has retained a lawyer and is contemplating filing a lawsuit, even though they have no idea
from which food the listeria might have come (SfS, 22 June 03, pp. HI, H3).
*Six major ice cream chains in the US have been warned by trial lawyers and consumer health
advocates that they might be sued for selling things that make people fat (}YashiniUOnTimes,
25/7/03). Next, we will all be paying for an edible notice on every ice cream cone: "The federal
government advises that eating ice cream can make you obese, and eventually kill you." Not only
are obese people suing the parties that sell them food, blaming them for their obesity, but if they fail
to lose the weight they gained, they are also beginning to sue firms that sold them weight reduction
products or preparations. Newsweek (10 Feb. 03) called this a food fight that won't stop until the
fat lady sings.
*According to Newsweek (28110/02), there are 1800 Internet gambling casinos luring 2
million players every week, and the business was still growing. Customers were being lured by
scantily dressed girls on the screen flirting with them, and were losing money at twice the rate of
ordinary casinos because of the speed of Internet transactions. Online betting had even overtaken the
revenue of the Net porn sites. Some of the gambling sites will take the customers' money in very
creative ways, even debiting their telephone bills. One woman ran her credit cards $70,000 into the
hole--and then turned around to sue the credit card firms as accessories to the crime of gambling.
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"freedom of choice."
*A 12-year-old boy in Yonkers set a fire with gasoline, which killed his grandmother who had
been taking care of him because his own mother could not handle him. Because the grandmother was
the widow of Malcolm X and had high visibility, the lawyers sued on behalf of her estate the gas
station nearby that had sold the gasoline. And when they lost in court, they carried it to a yet higher
court where they also lost (AP in SPS, 27/6/03).
*There is an interesting disincentive for local governments to do more to prevent lead
poisoning in housing, which is primarily housing for the poor. The more local government does, the
more it increases its liability if lead poisoning does occur, thanks to the suing culture in the US (5£5.,
21/7/03). A ~
lawsuit for lead poisoning may demand $30 million.
*A prisoner in NY State decided that he wanted to artificially impregnate a woman outside
of prison, and when the prison failed to oblige him, he--quite naturally--sued, and to our amazement,
a federal appellate court ruled that he had such a right. As we keep saying, nothing can save the US
except perhaps a new constitutional convention (SfS, 6 Sept. 01).
*Receiving junk advertisement faxes is an annoyance, and enables the sender to use up one's
electricity, fax machine ink, and paper. However, many recipients of such junk faxes see this as an
opportunity to get rich quick and easy by suing for millions of dollars. One California man sued a
company that sent bulk faxes for $2.2 trillion (AP in SPS, 9 Sept. 03).
*Modernistic entitlement mentalities seem to have infiltrated even Russia. Male dancers
complained that a ballerina had become too heavy for them to lift, she got fired, but the Labor
Ministry reinstated her. Apparently, no matter how heavy a ballerina is, it is her right to be lifted
up by the male dancers (miscellaneous Fall 03 clippings).
*Someone compared US trial lawyers to members of the World Wrestling Federation. They
all went to wrestling school together and their main object is now to use mock strangleholds and
phoney slams to squeeze money rather than justice out of the public and the system, and to somehow
divide a championship purse without really hurting each other, so that they can do it again the next
week at a different place (FT, 3/03). Shakespeare had one answer: "Kill all the lawyers." We
propose to send them all to Afghanistan, or some other radically Islamic country
Issues of Ri~hts
*In the past, special group or class rights were apt to be given to already privileged people,
and the disadvantages of this were obvious to all but such privileged classes themselves. Now,
special group or class rights are given to classes (e.g., "protected classes") that have been considered
historically disadvantaged. This is problematic for many reasons.
1. For centuries, many thinkers have asserted that rights should be seen as attached to
individual persons, not to classes of people. Such thinkers would oppose the granting of rights to
classes as objectionable, or even unnatural in principle.
2. Even if the above objection could be reasoned away, or otherwise set aside, many other
objections still remain, at least to how the practice of establishing class rights has evolved in recent
years, giving extraordinary compensation to currently alive class members (of a "protected class")
for injustices once committed to people somehow like themselves who, for the most part, have long
been dead. These other objections include the following.
a. There are innumerable classes and persons that have been disadvantaged in the past--in
fact, almost everyone has ancestors that once belonged to such a class somewhere at some time. Yet
which class is today considered disadvantaged enough to receive special protection under a group
rights concept is extremely subject to prevailing ideologies, and specifically, to current political
correctness, and is also affected by who happens to have enough power to gain special protection
status.
b. Not every member of a specially protected and presumedly disadvantaged class is equally,
or even at all, disadvantaged. In fact, some may have many advantages. For example, the poor are
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and manage quite well with little income and few possessions. There are poor people who are quite
intelligent and otherwise competent. And there are poor people who are so incompetent that they
would be disadvantaged even if they won a lottery and had a large income guaranteed them for life.
There are members of other "protected classes" (women, racial minorities, etc.) who suffer little or
no disadvantage at present, or are even highly privileged. This is one of the reasons cited why rights
should be attached to individuals, rather than indiscriminately to classes. In fact, the argument here
is really the same one advanced against so-called "profiling," as in law enforcement.
Civil libertarians have argued that even if members of a class are very disproportionately
involved in certain social offenses or crimes, each member should be judged on an individual basis,
and not be suspected, disadvantaged, or dealt with in a discriminating fashion because of his/her class
membership. It is thus both inconsistent and ironic to argue against class "profiling," as in
identifying suspects in law enforcement, but at the same time to call for--and even practice--reverse
profiling of class members in order to bestow privileges. For instance, just as by virtue of being a
member of a certain class, one may be subjected to unmerited frequent stops, searches, and even
arrests by police forces-a practice which is decried=so by virtue of being a member of a certain
class, one may have access to certain privileges and even freebies that are not equally bestowed on
non-class members--yet the latter is exalted as a positive practice.
c. Granting special rights to one class that are not granted to members of the general public,
in order to make up for wrongs that were done to many or all members of that class in the past,
invariably entails injustice in the present to members of some other class. For instance, it may entail
quotas or preferences for members of one class to the detriment of people who are not members of
a specially protected class. It may entail depriving those who are not members of a protected class
of opportunities or openings for which they are qualified, making them wait for whatever is "left
over" after the class privileged by special protections has taken its rights. It may even entail drastic
measures, such as taking away the land or other property of people today to restore it to the protected
class who once held it but whose descendants now do not. In any case, this attempt at righting past
wrongs seems to slip very easily into revenge, rather than justice.
d. People living In the present who were not personally responsible for any of the wrongs
done to the class in the past are expected to assume responsibility for them, and to "pay" for them.
This may even include people who are new citizens of a country at issue--i.e., whose ancestors did
not even play a part in past oppression; or people who are presently disadvantaged themselves but
not members of a "protected class."
e. At least in the current context of political correctness, group rights make it very difficult
to pursue justice when a member of such a group has done wrong. For instance, when two identical
crimes have been committed, one b.)'. a member of a protected or legally specially privileged class,
and one a~ainst a member of such a class, it may become virtually impossible to either convict the
member of the protected class, or to acquit the accused member of the non-protected class even if
the latter is in fact innocent. As we see all the time, malefactors who are members of protected
classes tend to claim some argument to the effect that "past oppression made me do it, " or even that
oppression in the present did it, rather than acknowledging any personal responsibility. Such persons
may even claim that they are entitled to commit the crime of which they are accused. In turn, either
the privileged status of such classes makes others reluctant to pursue the issue, or a form of
victimophilia does. Among other bad things, this systematically undermines the development of
normative responsibility in members of such classes.
Even where a criminal offense is not at issue, but merely some violation of procedures, rules,
or even plain civility, the same situation may prevail. For instance, in the US, it is now no longer
possible to subject a school pupil who is a member of a protected class to the same sanctions that
would be applied to other pupils when such a child commits infractions of school rules, or even
harms teachers or other children.
f. All of this tends to breed resentment in the non-protected classes who see these various
problems and abuses. This resentment may be further fueled if they feel constrained from expressing
It, for fear of being decried as oppressors, bigots, etc. In turn, such a response is apt to Increase
prejudices, and desires to discriminate, rather than reducing these.

*An interesting conflict of claimed rights occurs when somebody wants to engage in some
kind of non-marital sex act in somebody else's house. The party that wants to fornicate then claims-or has advocates claim for it-that it has a right to engage in such sex, while the owners of the house
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happening in their home, or at least to forbid meeting in their home for that purpose. Some such
conflicts can pitch homeowner parents against their either underage or grown-up children.
The Contemporary Advocacy Craze of "Choice"
Earlier issues of TIPS have already explained that the exaltation of "choice," and related
concepts of self-determination and empowerment, are hecoming as much of a problem as the lack of
choice or restriction of choice that preceded it.
*One early contributor to the "choice" culture was Margaret Mead who invented a nonexistent
Samoan culture which she interpreted to be one of "education for choice" that allowed as many as
possible alternative ways of living--mostly having to do with sex.
.
*At one time, Baskin-Robbins sold 31 flavors of ice cream, and everybody was very happy
with that. Then "choice" became popular, and now the company has 1000 flavors, and keeps adding
new ones all the time (Time, 6 Oct. 03).
*This is a wonderful true story of what "choice" can lead to. A Lutheran church in
Springfield, Virginia, offers its members communion in the form of a shared chalice or individual
cups, as well as either real wine or non-alcoholic wine. Furthermore, they can choose to be served
by either a male or a female communion assistant (FT, 5/03). Soon, they will have to add male and
female homosexual servers.
*At least some people are finally catching on that there is indeed such a thing as too much
"choice" (as elaborated in The Paradox of Choice: Why More is Less by Barry Schwartz, 2(04).
One person complained that it used to be so simple to buy a pair of jeans when they were the only
kind there was, but now there are so many kinds that buying a pair could become a whole day's
project. In a drugstore, one will find 80 types of pain killers and 40 kinds of toothpaste; and in
either a drugstore or supermarket, one may encounter 360 shampoos, conditioners and hair mousses.
At the same time as all of these choices have been increasing, the American "happiness"
quotient has been gradually going downhill for more than a generation. Depression has reportedly
increased ten-fold over recent decades (that's about 1000%).
*A mentally retarded man--apparently turned loose on his own--self-determined himself into
cocaine addiction and homelessness. Eventually, he ended up in a group home where he grew to 300
Ihs. Somehow, he learned to call 911, report a health prohlem, and demand an amhulance to take
him to a hospital emergency room, where he would get all sorts of hands-on exams, attention,
kindness, etc., which was very reinforcing. So over a period of five years, he managed to call 911
once or twice a day, for a total of over 1200 times, and each time an ambulance came to get him and
took him to a hospital emergency room where he got the attention that he craved, including an
extensive check-up, just in case that this time there might be a real health problem. This must have
cost society well over a million dollars, and contributed to Medicaid not being able to serve other
people who really needed it. Nor is he the only person who does this sort of thing. Even when he
began living in a group home, some of the restraints on his self-determination that were needed were
obviously not put on him. All the relevant and proper authorities were either too possessed by the
current craze demon of choice, self-determination and empowerment to do so, or they were scared
of being censored.
*There now is yet another new empowerment-linked watchword, namely, "empowerment
evaluation," which rather peculiarly has heen defined as the promotion of self-determination.
*It is sobering to recall that the Greek word for "choice" was haeresis, whence we get the
word "heresy."
*1n Milton's "Paradise Lost," Lucifer decides that it is "better to reign in hell than to serve
in heaven." This is what a great deal of radical individualism and self-determination seem to be all
about. After all, Lucifer said, "Here at least we shall be free." Maybe in one of the circles of hell,
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the ones one wants.
Perversions in & of Advocacy
Every good thing is beset by perversions, and so is advocacy. In other contexts, we
inventorize the most common perversions of advocacy enterprises.
One perversion of advocacy is to advocate for things that are actually bad for the party at
issue; and to use the means of advocacy to inflict problems which are worse than the ones that existed
before or without the "benefit" of the advocacy. Of course, to the degree observers recognize what
is going on, this gives them a bad impression of advocacy.
*The American College Board that has been administering the Scholastic Achievement Test
(SAT) to high school students used to report, along with the results, whether a student, invoking
some kind of "disability," had been allowed to take the test under nonstandard conditions, which
usually involved being given extra time. Giving in to the {>ressuresof the politically correct, the
college board ceased m 7/02 to reveal to the consumers of Its results whether a student obtained a
certain score under nonstandard conditions. There is actually reason to suspect that privileged
families have been "buying a diagnosis" of some kind of disability for their children so that the child
will be able to earn a higher SAT score by taking the test in a nonstandard fashion. This suspicion
is supported by the evidence that the highest income communities have the highest rates of SAT test
accommodations. The recent changes may lead to a dramatic increase in requests for disability
diagnoses, and could severely undermine the meaning and utility of the SAT.
*We learned of one mother of a mentally retarded young woman who got up in front of an
audience and publicly mourned the fact that her poor daughter was--and presumedly would remain--a
virgin because the law had not allowed the mother to have the daughter sterilized so that she could
have uninhibited sex.
Other Things That Give Advocacy a Bad Image
*As the Iraq war was about to break out, people began to hold protest demonstrations in
shopping malls, and many of them demanded to be handcuffed by police for their cause, as if being
handcuffed on demand was one of those new rights that people constantly keep inventing (SPS, 6
March 03).
*A man in Missouri went to his work place and gunned down 8 people, 3 of whom died, and
then shot himself to death. Only 10 days later, his mother applied for worker's compensation for
herself for her son's death, saying that he had suffered "death by gunfire" at his work place (S,fS,
9 Oct. 03).
Miscellaneous Advocacy Items
*A sad day. We recently learned that the annual convention of The Arc of the US of 2002
is the last annual convention for the foreseeable future, and that from now on, the organization will
meet only every second year. This bespeaks the sad decline of this once very prominent organization
(and of parent activism) which met annually for 50 years, often vastly more being accomplished at
its conventions than those of its professional counterpart, the American Association on Mental
Retardation (as it was called in recent years).
*The California Protection and Advocacy office had 192 employees as of Spring 2003, of
whom 33 were attorneys, and many others were legal secretaries. That conveys the impression that
all advocacy is, and should be, lawing; and some people (mostly lawyers) actually believe this.
*In Ohio in 1999, handicapped people staged a confrontational block-in demonstration on the
governor's premises in support of so-called independent living center funding, upon which a
representative of the governor told the handicapped people then that "we will take all of your money
as soon as we can." Apparently, the governor decided that 2003 was his opportunity, and he
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size of well below $1 million at that point. was supporting 6,()()() people in the state. This happened
at the same time as the state was feeding $777 million a year to its nursing home industry (Mouth,
3/03). This underlines how what are at one moment victories--or even apparent entitlements--can be
lost at a later moment, and also that winning a battle is not enough but that one needs a very broad
basis of support to strategically protect potential gains that one might make. It also demonstrates that
advocacy should be conducted with a long-term view, i.e., in a way that antagonizes other people
as little as possible as one achieves one's objectives.
*Even though millions of grandparents in the US have been taking over the rearing of the
children of their incompetent children, most of these grandparents have no legal standing vis-a-vis
these children. There are efforts underfoot to pass laws to prevent courts from requiring the return
of children to their unfit parents if the grandparents who are rearing them have been the child's
primary caregiver for any appreciable period of time.
*This is truly amazing. Women in the celebrity, performance and modeling business go about
shamelessly exposing and even gyrating their bodies, but when reporters got hold of some photos
taken of one of these stars at a private modeling session, a judge ruled that they could not be
publicized against her will because she "had a right to privacy of her own body" (SfS., 6 Aug. 03).
*A disability rights organization in Syracuse called itself "the Beyond Compliance
Coordinating Committee," which sounded a bit mysterious to us.
*Despite many advances that have been made in procuring rights and services for handicapped
people, there is still plenty of need for advocacy on their behalf. Families of such people often use
the terminology of war to describe advocacy: fighting, ammunition, guns, combat. Said one, "It's
a fight, it is a daily battle to get anything you need... You fight the teacher, you fight the principal,
and you fight the superintendent" (MR, 10/03).
*A man in a suburban mall in Albany, NY, bought aT-shirt there that had anti-war messages
on it, and immediately put it on. This was just before the Iraq war broke out, and security personnel
asked him to take the T-shirt off, which he refused to do. Apparently. one was not allowed to wear
in the mall the very item of outer apparel sold there. He was then asked to leave, and when he
refused to do that, he was handcuffed. Apparently, when one goes to a shopping mall without
actually shopping, one can be accused of trespassing, but if one does in fact shop, but refuses to leave
when one is asked to do so, one is guilty of "causing a commotion" (SPS, 6 March 03).
*Some wounded people become notorious in their locale because they have been found
troublesome by perhaps all of the service agencies there that might conceivably be dealing with a
person such as the one at issue. This person can become known as the one that is like the deadly
third rail, a pariah that one should avoid like the plague because if one somehow gets engaged with
the person, one will reap nothing but trouble. Of course, these are often extremely wounded and
extremely needy persons, and yet they end up being the ones who get shunned by all the service
providers. Such people are desperately in need of advocacy, but often either sabotage advocacy
efforts on their behalf, and/or chew up armies of advocates.
*Former president Jimmy Carter is undoubtedly a nice man, but whenever he gets to solve
some world problem, it gets worse. In 1993-94, he had solved the Palestinian problem, and in 1994
the Korean problem. We dread to think what problem he might solve next.
Human Service-Related News
*One thing we have been noting is that the human service scene is being dominated by
developments in the larger culture, not just via values and societal crazes, but via the economic and
security issues; and political machinations that initially have nothing to do with human services are
more and more affecting what gets done in human services.

-111*On her way to a PASSING workshop in Jan. 98, a TI associate chatted with a teacher at a
private residential "school" on its own "campus" for boys with "behavioural problems." Among the
things this teacher said were the following:
1. "Behaviour problems" may range from emotional problems caused by having been a victim
of rape, to having committed rape. (E.g., a raped boy and a raping boy may be living together.)
Some boys may be violently aggressive, others may simply have difficulty with authority figures.
2. The service does not use the word "punish," but instead says the boys are "consequenced"
for misbehavior.
3. An "inclusive classroom" means a class on the campus for the residents only, in which the
students stay in the same room with the same teacher for all subjects.
4. On average, teaching staff stay in their jobs for 2-3 years, but residential staff stay for only
2-3 ~.
5. The program costs $60,OOO/year/boy(submitted by Kathryn Smith).
*We learned from Joe Osburn that at a 2002 mental retardation conference attended by 200
people, a major theme was why and how more technology should be used in human services. One
topic that took up more time than anything else was how to conduct hair analysis and urine analysis
on human service staff to see whether they had been on drugs in the past six months, and the
audience eagerly ate it up and the session ran overtime in discussion. Another major topic was how
to conduct covert monitoring and surveillance of human service staff to see that they do nothing
illegal on the job. Osburn considered this very much a sign of the times.
There seems to be an assumption in human services that one could recruit a legion of demons,
whip them into shape with human service training and all sorts of regulations and oversight, turn
them loose on vulnerable people, and Y.Oila, one will get outstanding service quality. Obviously,
what is wrong with this picture is that servers need to be good human beings, and that service must
have an effect of moral betterment upon them, and if either does not happen, then no formalities in
the world will keep the bad from coming out of them in the way that they serve people.
*The Crisis Intervention Institute (CII) gives training and workshops, mostly allover North
America, on how to deal with unruly clients, including how to physically contain them. It claims
to have trained 2 million people worldwide by 2002, and to have developed 15,000 people in North
America alone to be trainers. A great deal of this training emphasizes to trainees that tillili: safety is
important, and that they must learn how to avoid getting hurt by their clients.
A number of service clients in Ontario died in recent years while under restraint, and this set
in motion a massive campaign province-wide to train everybody in human services in so-called nonviolent crisis intervention, which however itself includes training in how to restrain people. In fact,
personnel all over the province were ordered to undergo three days of such training, which is utterly
ironic considering that nobody in the province has been mandated to undergo that much training in
such things as basic fundamental pedagogic principles in human service, human values in human
service, or similar crucially important and fundamental things. Ohviously, this sort of thing
constitutes a massive diversion of attention and resources from what is really important.
Furthermore, restraint issues may only affect a few people in the entire province, while other
challenges and issues affect vastly more people, or even every service recipient and most servers.
A further irony in all of this is that at the very same time, self-determination has been one of
the ruling ideologies in human services generally and certainly in Ontario, but here is a mandated
training in how to restrain people from being self-determining, in a sense.
*Workers who are supposed to "support" (whatever that is) retarded people in the community
--often called "community support workers"--were found in one study to last only about 10 months
on their jobs.
*In the last TIPS issue, we reported that our local Rape Crisis Center seemed to have so much
money that it was able to employ 21 people plus 40 volunteers, and that it had branched out to
serving ~ victim of ~ crime. We therefore were stunned when only a few weeks later the media
reported that this Rape Crisis Center had discontinued one of its services, namely, one that teaches
nurses to conduct rape examinations, and then pays them every time they conduct one. It almost
sounds to us as if this rape crisis service is giving up rape-related services and retaining services
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having nothing to do with rape, which raises interesting questions (5£5, 19/2/03).
service world never ceases to amaze one!

The human

*The American Red Cross seems to be in a downward spiral. For years, there has been one
blood scandal after another, then came scandalous behavior in 9/01 that we commented on before,
and now we learn that the Red Cross had planned to hand out 250,000 free condoms for the Winter
Olympics, apparently trying to convert it into a Sex Olympics. There are witnesses who claimed to
have seen volunteers in American Red Cross uniforms handing out condoms to youths as young as
12

(NCR,

3/3/02).

*In 2002, it was claimed that a "medical food" of a certain amino acid, trade named Tarvil,
would improve or manage the symptoms of tardive dyskinesia in men-and men only (OMH
Quarterly, 9/02). We are extremely skeptical.
*A US Supreme Court decision of major importance to human services received amazingly
little publicity. The decision in 6/03 was to severely restrict involuntary mind-drugging of people,
particularly of prisoners not facing violent charges (AP in SfS, 17/6/03).
*New York State has one of the biggest state fairs in the US. It is held every summer at a
permanent site in Syracuse. For decades, the state's Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities has had a booth at the fair where citizens can pick up all sorts of flyers and brochures
with information about MR, MR services, or the state office. In 2002, a fair-goer found that one
of the handouts available to be picked up by casual passers-by was a brochure on advanced directives
(in effect, a "let's kill them" scheme), and another one was a brochure that listed and defined 329
acronyms "commonly used" "by the office and its constituents," starting with AAA and ending with
WTI. We can just see a citizen who recently learned that he or she had a retarded child going up
to the booth to learn more about the condition, and being told something to the effect, "do you have
a retarded child? Here, let me give you this list of relevant acronyms. "
By the way, SRV (standing for Social Role Valorization) was not on the list. Apparently, it
is not commonly used by office personnel. The closest was SRU, standing for "small residential
unit." The brochure invited the public to make suggestions for the list.
*The government-funded Medicaid provision in the US had been envisioned to pay primarily
for medical care for the indigent, and not for nursing homes, but an expansion of coverage (including
to nursing homes) evolved gradually over the years, and brought on enormous problems. One such
problem is that the huge and all-absorbing costs of nursing home care have driven large numbers of
families+perhaps several hundred thousand+into schemes of divesting an elderly person of hislher
assets so as to make the person eligible for Medicaid. The divesting is mostly done by assets being
given away by the elderly person to prospective heirs before applying to a nursing home. Obviously,
really wealthy people do not have to do this because their assets are so huge that they can easily
afford even the more expensive nursing homes, but it is a real problem where families have lesser
assets, some with long family histories behind them. For instance, farmers hardly ever have
significant cash assets, and would have to sell the family farm permanently out of the family to pay
for a nursing home place. Similarly, families may have owned a home for many generations, or a
family business that would have to be sold; and In many of these instances, the prospective heirs
simply do not have enough assets to buy the business, home or farm.
All this had apparently not been foreseen when the law was drawn up, nor had the large
number of people apparently heen anticipated who would have no recourse other than a nursing
home.
*Someone invented a way to render music scores in braille for the blind which since 2002 has
been available on the Internet and, of course, can be printed out in braille, although apparently it is
tedious to read.
Health-Related News
*A symposium in the British Medical journal (2002, 324, 886-891) asserted that much of what
has been called "medicalization" of human conditions should really be described as "disease
mongering" and "selling sickness." A chief perpetrator in doing this is the pharmaceutical industry
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happens to have drugs that people should ask their physicians to prescribe to them. It uses concepts
such as "under-diagnosed" or "under-treated" problems, and promotes "disease awareness" campaigns
to this end. Also, minor health complaints which everybody has at some time are interpreted as
harbingers of serious disease, a good example being "irritable bowel syndrome." Furthermore, risk
factors are being interpreted as diseases, such as normative bone losses that occur with aging. And
of course, a sure-fire winner has been the medicalization of male erectile problems. If nothing else,
all this feeds an unhealthy obsession with the body and health, and obscures or mystifies sociological
or political explanations for health problems. It certainly converts public health problems, such as
are brought about by pollution, into private diseases. A good example of this is asthma which has
skyrocketed, and has been handled as a large number of personal diseases rather than as a humancaused epidemic that requires legal restrictions on certain commercial practices.
Some medical practices of unproven effectiveness have complex dynamics behind them. For
instance, older men are often diagnosed to have a localized prostate cancer, and end up having their
prostate removed and becoming impotent as a result. As one medical commentator put it, there is
no evidence at all that this will prolong their lives, but it is certain that their lives will feel longer.
An analogous situation is the pressure put on women to have mammograms. There is no reliable
evidence that such screening saves lives, but it does lead to more breast surgeries, sometimes drastic
ones, and large amounts of distress (source item from Robert Flynn).
*In the previous TIPS, we reported on the atrocities in so-called adult care homes in the New
York City area, including residents being taken in large groups to conspiring physicians for phony
medical procedures. It has since turned out that the death rates in 26 of these adult homes were 18% ,
and at the same time that the residents were taken for phony medical examinations, they were being
denied proper medical care, and a large number died from heat stroke (usually alone) in their rooms
(Mouth, 7/02).
*One interesting aspect of the current widespread obesity among Americans, including among
the poor, is that as recently as the 1960s, there was widespread malnutrition among the poor.
Altogether now, vastly more people die from too much than from too little food, and the combination
of hunger and malnutrition is most likely to be found among disturbed people, drug addicts and the
spaced-out homeless who do not take care of themselves, rather than the "generic poor." However,
federal nutrition programs are still operating as if 1960s conditions prevailed, and are trying to
increase food consumption among the poor, thereby actually making them fat and contributing to their
poor health and disablement. Even schools' breakfast and lunch programs, functioning under rules
dating back to 1946, require a disproportionate number of calories, not to mention that many of these
are in the form of fat. The Special Supplemental Nutrition for Women, Infants and Children (WIC)
is also said to be not healthy, emphasizing high cholesterol and high calorie foods. One obstacle to
reform is various industry groups that have something to do with the production or marketing of food
stuffs, as well as the usual suspect liberal advocacy groups (Washin~n Post column in St..
Petersbur~ Times, 29112/02; source item from Peter King).
*Because pathogens have made so many inroads into the US food supply, many parties
associated with the food industry have gone on a PR campaign to convince consumers that irradiated
food gets rid of bacteria, and does not affect taste. However, the biggest study to date (carried out
by Consumer Re.ports, 8/03) found that radiation did not get rid of all the bacteria, and that the same
precautions about food handling were as valid with radiated meat as with other meat. In fact, proper
cooking destroys bacteria better than irradiation. However, wherever meat is served undercooked,
as could happen in cafeterias, restaurants, etc., radiation may protect from food poisoning.
Furthermore, radiated meat did not taste as good as other meat but had a slight taste of singed hair.
This could be detected even after the meat was used as merely one ingredient of a dish, though many
people may not have the taste buds to notice it. Finally, it is as yet unresolved whether irradiation
produces chemical byproducts that might be harmful.
One worry is that the food industry will become even laxer with hygiene if it feels that it can
take care of bacterial contamination by means of radiation.
Of course, irradiating food will vastly contribute to the spread of radiation equipment
throughout society, and hence of radioactive materials which may be very poorly disposed of when
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radioactive materials.
The food industry and the federal government are pushing very hard against any requirement
that irradiated food be labeled as such, though irradiated meat-until now at least-has to be marked
with the international symbol of irradiation, which is called the radura, and looks a little bit like a
flower with a circle around it.
*Until recently, there had been relatively little publicity about mad cow disease, but something
similar to it has spread to wildlife in both the US and Canada, affecting primarily animals related to
domestic cattle such as deer and elks. In order to prevent panic, the disease has been called "chronic
wasting disease." There is a possibility that it can survive in, and spread through, contaminated soil.
At any rate, what all this could lead to is almost unimaginable, such as mass eradication of wildlife,
or wildlife that is ordinarily hunted deemed to be no longer safely eatable, and domestic and wild
animals passing the disease back and forth to each other so that cattle will no longer be safe outdoors
(Scientific American, 6/03).
*It is hard to believe that people who rely on cats, monkeys and other animals for comfort
are allowed to take these on board airliners when they fly, even though there may be people in the
cabin who may choke to death from asthma (Mouth, 7/2003).
*The PC explain virtually every disproportionately present adverse reality among "black"
people (e.g., arrest rate for driving infractions) as being the result of discrimination. In February,
there is National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. In the news for that day, we learned that with
about 12% of the population, "blacks" contribute 52% of the people in the US who have HIV, with
"African American" women making up an ever increasing proportion of this 52 %, possibly up to
75% (SfS, 6 Feb. 03).
. Some differences between demographic groups simply are not the result of discrimination but
of "cultural diversity" and "multiculturalism"--and that, we are told, we should celebrate!
*Some people say that hormone replacement therapy was a promise of eternal youth, and
when it was announced that it can cause breast cancer, many women were furious and unforgiving,
and some have become obsessive about it (AARP, 11/02). To us, it sounds very much like one of
the typical betrayals that worshippers of an idol will suffer.
While there has been a big scare about the negative health effects of hormone replacement
therapy for women during and after menopause, relatively little has been said as yet about the fact
that birth control pills contain similar compounds (Time, 14110/02).
*The latest effort of humans to be in control of everything is a pill that would limit women's
menstruation to only 4 times a year. As one author put it, "Now even menstruation turns out to be
a lifestyle choice" (Newsweek, 3 Feb. 03 & SPS, 2 Feb. 03). As always, all sorts of rational
arguments are advanced against menstruation: it promotes fibroids and endometriosis; and women
today no longer spend as much of their lives pregnant and nursing as did their forebears, and taking
this pill--a version of the so-called contraceptive pill=could cut the risk of some cancers. The
abortion rhetoric of "choice" was also invoked by one researcher in favor of this drug. Why is it that
so much of the idolatrous demand for total control is connected with reproduction, and more
specifically, with llQ.t reproducing?
*In New York State, fines for smoking tobacco products in public buildings are now 20%
higher than for smoking marijuana (S£S, 27/7/03). Liberals are generally opposed to tobacco but
in favor of marijuana, so they are probably to blame for this. All this is really laughable when one
considers that many people pooh-pooh the danger of marijuana but go ballistic about tobacco.
Social Role Valorization News
*During the 1930s, psychologists sometimes distinguished between socially approved
behaviors, socially tolerated ones, socially criticized ones, and socially disapproved ones. This is one
way to think about how behaviors are valued or devalued, and that one's overall valuation of a person
might very well depend on complex mixtures of these four. For instance, a person with many
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merely tolerated ones, but if a person had several merely tolerated behaviors, and perhaps one or two
socially criticized ones on top, the person's overall social estimation may be much lower in the eyes
of most people.
*Some thinkers have argued that every system, including species and social systems, needs
both adaptive and non-adaptive elements. The adaptive elements ensure that the system has continuity
across time in stable circumstances, while some of the ordinarily non-adaptive elements can become
crucially important to the survival of a system when there are sudden changes in the environment.
For instance, Churchill was definitely a deviant actor on the British political scene for almost 40
years until England was on the edge of military defeat in World War II, when the deviant
characteristics of Churchill became the saving element in the war. In that sense then, society needs
at least certain of its deviant or maladaptive elements as an insurance in turbulent times.
*An editorial in the newsletter of the International Center for the Study of Psychiatry and
Psychology proposed that the recent triumph of bio-psychiatry was due in part to the failures of
psychoanalysis, behaviorism, and other theories that dominated the thinking of psychotherapists for
so long, but that the big money behind mind drugs also played a role. Therefore, according to the
editorial, it is not enough to simply deconstruct bio-psychiatry on the scientific level by revealing its
lack of empirical foundation, but one must also offer an alternative to psychiatric reductionism and
dehumanization. This sounds plausible, but then we can contemplate that SRV is in fact such an
alternative, but that not even the opponents of bio-psychiatry have taken it up.
*Erwin, E. J., & Brown, F. (2000). Variables that contribute to self-determination in early
childhood. TASH Newsletter, 26(11), 8-10. The article claims the skills for adult self-determination
need to be taught/nurtured starting in early childhood, and that these include choice-making, problem
solving, "and other skills essential for self-determination." The article says the variables that can do
so relate to the child's context (e.g., the number of adults around, the number of other children
around, the type of activity, the materials available, the physical settings, and the format of the
activity=i.e.. large or small group, or individual activity); the dynamics within the setting, such as
whether adults support or suppress self-determining behavior, whether the child is given directives
or re<luests or choices; and the intrapersonal dynamics of the child him herself, e.g., whether the
child IS outgoing (referred to as having high self-esteem) or shy.
It is interesting that so many factors specified by SRV theory as bearing on the roles one
occupies, and how valued these are, are here invoked as shaping a person's self-determination. A
good next question to ask is, "will a person's having a good life depend more on holding valued roles
or on being self-determining?"
*The American Association for Retired People, generally known as AARP, has joined a trend
that started as a perversion of normalization them)': Namely, it has dropped its name, and AARP
has become its official and only name (AARP B~tin, 9/99).
*In a previous TIPS issue, we mentioned that the Japanese word for "group home" was group
home, but we have since been told by John O'Brien (via Professor Tomiyasu) that the Japanese
idiogram for "group home" would translate roughly as "facility given by a higher authority to an
inferior," with components of the idiogram implying (a) doing or implementing, (b) building or
equipment, and (c) a directionality from higher to lower.
*Darcy M. Elks tells us that people have taken the phrase "a meaningful day n from the title
of one of her workshops, and have begun to apply it to all sorts of meanin~less activities.
News About Nature & the Enyironment
*The halting of high altitude jet flights for about a week after "the events" of 9/01 gave
scientists a unique opportunity to study what effects jet contrails and emissions have on the
atmosphere and weather. The results were startling, and the effect humongous, but very little of this
was reported in the media. Without jet flights, there was an additional mree degree temperature
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much as five degrees (AP in SPS, 6 Sept. 02).
*Huge chunks of ice have broken off from Antarctica, and scientists now believe that the
entire Antarctic ice sheet could be collapsing, considering that inland glaciers have started to surge
dramatically toward the coast. Already, this is contributing to a rise in sea level of about 2 mm a
year, but could rapidly contribute several meters altogether (Scientific American, 5/03). This would
throw the world into impoverishment, from which even countries that are relatively less endangered
by rising sea levels would suffer because of the other awful things that would be happening in the
world, including mass migrations, loss of both producing and consuming markets, etc.
*There was a bad drought out West in 2002. In Colorado, 42% of the wheat planted in the
Fall had to be abandoned, making it the smallest winter wheat harvest since the Dust Bowl year of
1937 (Time, 16/9/02). While farmers were losing all of their animals and had to sell land to cover
debts, the lawns and golf courses in the cities were lush and green. Not only that, but some of these
cities are planning to expand. We would say that they should be made to feel the consequences of
the drought by being denied food that can no longer be grown because of it.
*Few people are aware that by 2003, nearly 80% of US soybeans had been genetically
engineered, and about 38% of the sweet com crop (,S£S, 2 June 03). One can understand why
agribusiness and its Republican allies would be in favor of this, but somewhat peculiarly, liberals also
tend to be very much in favor of it.
*Much like China is one of the top candidates for the site of evolution of a new pestilence
bug, so Africa could become the place from which catastrophes due to genetic engineering of plants
could come and spread across the world. This is because some African countries permit the growing
of genetically altered food, but do not have the regulatory capacities to prevent practices known to
be dangerous (SPS, 8 Sept. 02).
*How skeptical one must be about claims of progress, once they are examined over the long
run, is illustrated by the following. When the Aswan High Dam was constructed in Egypt in 1964,
it was hailed as one of the most spectacular examples of humans mastering nature, and as bringing
salvation to Egypt. Yet among the many apparently unforeseen disastrous consequences have been
that lower Egypt no longer experiences natural fertilization of its arable land and must import
expensive artificial fertilizer which improves fertility only for short periods of time and increases the
already high salt content of the earth. Vast new health problems have arisen due to change in the
ecology of certain parasites that used to be taken care of by the annual flooding of the Nile. Also,
micro-organisms have been proliferating in the dam area, causing outbreaks of diseases, and malaria
has become a major danger. There is also the gradual disappearance of a large part of the Nile and
delta, a fertile area in which at least a million people live. The delta plain has been sinking at a rapid
rate and is no longer replenished from sediments as it used to be before the dam's construction. The
large water mass has been stressing the ground so that earthquakes began to occur. These, or
sabotage, could result in a breakage of the dam which could result in one of the greatest human
catastrophes ever. A water wave would flush out the Nile Valley, and still be 8 meters high hundreds
of miles down-river in Cairo.
*When federal air monitoring devices placed into certain locales in a city register a certain
pollution level, the local government must switch to a more expensive grade of gasoline. In order
to get around this, cities may reroute traffic away from the monitoring devices. Voila, problem
solved! This is a bit like studying for a test rather than for competence.
*We were amused to read that some scientists proposed that the solution to environmental
destruction on the earth was for humans to move to Mars, and that this would be possible in 200
years. Apparently, it never occurred to these experts that it would be simpler to quite destroying the
earth.
*According to a US Supreme Court ruling, garbage is a "commodity" like any other, such
as com or wheat. This is why a state cannot prohibit the importation of garbage from other states
to be dumped there.
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